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PREFACE. 

IT may be proper to apprize the Public, 
that ^ Life of Hydor Ally has already 
been the &bjc£t of a Publication in the 
French languag^i by a Gentleman of that 
nation,* who appears to have enji^ed a 
'. pommand in the army of that Prince. I 
had however proceeded in compofing the 
following Hiftory, as for as the clofr of 
the year' 1769, before I knew that an at- 
tempt of the like nature had bdbre been 
made. After a diligent and attentive peru- 
ial of a tranflation of this work, I have 
'found many deficlenccs to iiipply, njany 
inaccuftcies to correft, and many partial 
mifrepre&ntations to confute, and place ia 
their true point of view, 

A2 H? 

* M. M. L.!}, T. General of ten thoiiAad men in th> 
fnn)' of the Mogul £mpiie, and fimnerly Commander ii> 
Chief bf the ArtiUery of Hyder Ally, and of « Body <4 
£\ixopmis, ii^ the fiitvifx of ^\ N«boK 
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IV PREFACE. 

He is i^rticularly inaccurate in flating 
the numbers of the forces of the con- * 
tending powers ; he uniformly diminiihes 
the number of Hyder's troops, and aug- 
ments thofe of his enemies, that the djf- 
proportion of numbers being lefs, the mi- 
litary fkill and difciphne of his hero may 
appear to greater advan^gej ^ faft which 
the French author cannot be blamed fof 
endeavouring to eftabliflj, as he informs us, 
that Hyder Ally acquired the greateil part 
of his military knowledge, from the in-- 
ftrutSions of his coqntrytn^n. 

Amongft thefe great mailers in the art 
of war, I make no doubt but the author 
WQuId wilh to be confid^red, ' as- having 
been ?nunently ufeful ; and he accordingly 
acquaints us, that be commanded ^ body 
of Europeans in the fervjce of Hyder 
Ally : hut as the European troops in the 
fervice of any of (he Eaftern Fringes, are 
pipftly compofed of deferters, or diffolute 
and abandoned charafters, we may fairly 
conclude, that he could derive no great 
honor 
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honor from exercifijig a ccnnimnd Over 
men of fiich a delcription. 

The many illiberal reikftkins upon the 
Englifli nation contained in this production 
"of M. M. L. D. T. can only be confidered 
as the effulions of envy, or the diiSates of 
that naticmil prejudice, which Marks a vul- 
gar mind i and were evidently calculated for* 
the entertainment of fcaders of that clafs. 
To the man of fenfe and liberality they muft 
be difgufting, and appear as proofs of the 
extreme partiality and narrow prejudices of 
the author. 

Of the following Work 1 fhill iay no- 
thing more, than that my intention in laying 
it before the ptibUc, is to rtlate only fuch 
tranfaCtions is Cimt immediately within my 
own. knowledge, <Jr were obtained from 
perfons compeipnt to give the beft informa- 
tion, and I can only lay claim to the confi- 
dence of my readers, from a rcfidence of 
twenty years in India, and having been pre- 
fcnt in moft of the adlions between the 
Englifh and Hyder Ally. I fhall there- 
fore prefent to the public a plain Narrative, 
A 3 unadorned 
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unadorned with Gdlic pomp, or prolix dc' 
fcriptions of an Eaftem Court, the man- 
ners of which are already well known in 
Europe, and in ibmc parts too htally 
Copied. 

I have forborne to ccunpare Hyder Ally 
to Philip of Macedon, or his ion Tippoo 
Saib to Alexander tlie Great. On the con- 
trary, to form a hii eftimate of thele cha« 
Tatars I have fubjoined to this work a ge- 
nuine narrative of the fufferings of the 
Britiih prilbners, taken by their troops at 
Biddenor^ and other places, in the late 
war J in which thofc who have already 
perufed the French account, and thofc who 
may hereafter meet with it, may fee the 
characters of Hyder and his fon in their 
true light. 
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ABOUT the year 1728 (Cuttulich 
Chan) Souba of the Decan, or Go- 
1^ t'b Vcmor dencral, fcnt yTemtamood Cawn, ^* 
an officer of reputation of the Pattan tribe. 
To difpol&fs the Nabob Abdul RalToui 
Cawn, of his government of Sirpi, a pro- 
tince bordering dn the kingdom df My- ' 
ibre j this Prince being determined to try 
the event of a battle with his competitor, 
afiembled his forces, and marched to meet 
him j a battle foon enfued, which was 
fought on both fides with great obftinacy, 
A 4 the 
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8 THE LIFE OF 

the .a<Sion proved decifive, and Raflbul 
Cawn, the Nabob of Sirpi, was killed. 
Amongft the number of the ilain was Fatty 
Naick,* the father of Hyder Ally, who 
was a reputable good foldier, and com- 
manded io the Nabob's fcrvice, one thou- 
fand peons, (or muflcet men) and one hun- 
dred horfe. The body of Fatty Naick was 
tranfported to Colar, near one hundred 
miles from the field of battle, and there 
interred' with great folemnity, after the man- 
ner of the Mahometans or Mufulmen, he 
being of that religion. 

After this viiftory, the Pattan Terma- 
mood Cawn was received into Sirpi, and 
acknowledged Nabob of that country. 

Fatty Naick left two fcnS and a daughter, 
the eldeft called Sabas Naick, afterward^ 
Ifmael Saib, and the other Hyder Naick, 
then a boy about ten years of age, who 
was born at Davanelli, a fort fituated be- 
tween Ofcota and Colar. The eldell Ion 
and an uncle engaged in the fervice of the 
- King of Myfore ; Hyder Naick for fome 
years 

* Who according to the ciiftom of his tribe might 
afterwards have alTumed thenamo of Nadin Saib. 
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H Y D E R A L L Y. 9 

years was moved from place to' place, the 
moft contiguous to the- diAridts where his 
Hncle add brother ferved j he was of a 
bold, enterprizkig, tyrannic, and untrac- 
table difpdition, totally deficient in point 
of learning, and unable cither to write or 
fead, neither could his haughty fpirit floop 
to receive inftrudion. 

Carraforree Nanderauze, brother-in-law 
to the Myfore King, and his duan, or 
prime roiniftcr, and general of his army, 
w^s one cS the qiany commanders who 
had afiembled the troops of tiieir feveral 
mailers, in order to join the ftandanl of 
the Souba Nazerzing, on his altering the 
Carnatic, in the year 1750, againft Muf- 
tapha Jung, who was endeavouring to raife 
*n army in order to fqizc the ^ubaihip of 
the Carnatic, which he claimied under the 
will of his uncle the former Souba. * 

Hyder Naick, at this time a ilout young 
man, about twenty-five years old, affumed 
the name of Hyder Ally, and being tired 
of an inadive life, colleded about fifty or 
fixty matchlock peons,, and five or fix 
horiemen, and marched to joiQ Nanderauze, 
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to whom he offered his fervice* which was 
chearfully accepted^ In the Courfc of three 
<n- &iir years, he acquired influence and 
iata^ fufficient to raiic five hundred &- 
payst well armed and equipt with Euror 
pean anns and accoutremoitSj and a finall 
body of black hoife^ about two hundred^ 
with two Imall pieces of artillery; 

Jn the year 1754 Hydtr Ally, in an ac- 
tion againfl the Engliih Company's troops^ 
and thofe <Jf the Nabob of Areot> obfcrv- 
ing the baggage guard, of their army quit 
their ftation, and that the Tanjore horie 
(allffis to the Englifh) were drawn up on 
the rig^t iknk to defend it^ de^hed a 
body of his horie to amuie the Xanjoreens^ 
and with the remainder galloped round th^ 
tooTf Utacked them, and cut moCt of them 
lo ineccs, and iazedt among other tilings^ 
thirty-five carts, laden with aWns and am- 
munition, bcfid^s fundry private ba^gc 
tclon^g to officers of the armyj Tbi* 
attempt was executed with fo much ,con- 
dn&. and judgement, that the Englifh 
found it impoffible to recover any part of 
their , 
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H Y D E R ALLY. it 
their lofs, which Hyder Ally carried quite 
off. 

This unexpeded fucceis Co railed his 
ipirits and reputation, that on being . re^ 
quired to deliver up his plunder to his 
"toafter the King of Myfore, he excu&d 
himfelf, by an humble aiTurance of his 
loyalty, and laying, that both he and his 
foldiers were ready at all times to rifk their 
lives in his fervice. 

In the year 1755 he was ordered with 
three thou^d foot, iifteea hundred hor&, 
and four field pieces, againft the Polligars, 
or Mountaineers in the Myfore country, 
who had -aM pun^mlly paid their chout, 
or tribute into the royal treafuiy ; herein 
he fucceeded to his wifh, rather by treachery; 
than force, .for being unwilling to leave any 
thing to the chance of war, in a country 
covered with wood, and only acceiTible by 
narrow pafles, or foot-ipaths, to which his 
troops were entire ftrangers, and being pof- 
fefled.of a gteat iharc of cunning, he con-^ 
trived, under pretence of negotiations, toge^ 
ieveral of their clu^s into his hands, and, 
extorted from . them ten or twelve lacks 
©f 
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of rupees ; he then icnt them priibners fa 
his mailer, the King of Myfore, to whom 
he paid only half the above fum/ referv- 
ing.the other half for himfelf ; which in- 
folent behaviour was much refeffted by the 
King and hia Minifter Nanderauze, who 
would have been glad of an opportunity ta 
cruJh his growing power, and letTen the 
influence he had gained over the troops of 
his country. 

As he fufpedted fome attempt to reduce 
his authority, he judicioufly fought every 
means in his power to eftablilh and fix ir 
on a more permanent foundation ; the large 
iums he had collected, left but few difficul- 
ties in his way, and thofe the future troubles 
of the Mylbre country entirely removed. 

In the year 1760, one of the Mahratta 
chiefs, named Gopelrauze, marched with 
an army of ten thouland foot, and twenty 
thouland horfe, into the Myfore diftrifts; 
and blockaded Bcnguloor, a place well for- 
tified, and of confiderable ftroigth, in 
order to add that diftrift to fevcral confi- 
derable conquefts his nation had formerly 
made in the Myfore country. 

The 
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The King and Miniftcr equally jealous 
and apprehenfive of Hyder's power, and 
unwilling .to truft to the unccrtein events 
of a waff proposed certain terms to the 
MahratKi chief, which were accepted, and 
fifty lacks of rupees agreed to be paid, on 
condition that Gopelrauze would withdraw 
his forces, and retire home. The King 
was near putting the lail hand to the treaty, 
when Hyder, whofei views were more ex- 
tenfive, and who dreaded nothing fo much 
as a peaceable retirement, propofed and 
perfuaded the King to break off the treaty, 
and permit him to march with the ro^ 
army, and give the enemy battle. 

He accordingly marched with ten thou- 
sand fepoys, well armed, twenty thou^d 
irregulars, and five thoufand horfe, and fix 
field pieces; the enemy, on receiving intel- 
ligence of Tiis defigns, marched to meet 
him, and they came in fi^htof each other 
near Chinapatam ; both armies being ani- 
mated with defire of vidwry, a battle foon 
enfued, in which the Mahrattas loft three 
QT four hundred men, and retreated to Tome 
diftarice. As the battle was not decifive, 
and 
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14 THE LIFE OF 

and the enemy were again united, and ready 
^ action, Hydcr began to think of ternu-r 
nating the difpute in an amicable manner j 
jnd the Mahratta chief not feeing any like-r 
lihood of making new conquefts, in the ^e 
(rffo determined and abjean officer as Hyder, 
propo&d terms of accommodation, agreeing 
to relinquiih all his former conquefts, for the 
^1^ lacks of rupees which the King had 
' before promifed, and to retire into his own 
country, where his prefence was then be- 
f»)me a^qally neccfiary, a ftrpng party hav- 
ing been formed in his abfence to difpoHe^ 
liim of his audicn-ity and command, 

Previous to this payment the forts were 
altd«3ivered up to Hyder^ and garrisoned by 
die King's troops ; but, when {he money 
was to be paid, Hyder iniifted on, and made 
ft deduffion of fifteen lacks for jthc ?xpence& 
of the war. 

Gopdrauzc, the Mahratta chief,, exaipe- 
rated at this perfidious treatment, had nc^ 
other refource, from the untoward circum-. 
Aances attending his a^rs at hpme, but at 
4flft to confent and retire with half the fum, 
The King, overjc^ed at the fuccels, but 
sftoniflicc^ 
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H y I? E R A L L Y. 15 

.ftftomHled at Hyder's boldnds^ in the ai^ 
of the treaty, vt^a, . neverthelers, .oUiged to 
cpnfcr on him the title of Ba/>aw(ieri and to 
appoint him Goieral and Ccxnmander in 
Chief, in the room of Nanderauzc. 

Hydcr Ally, fufpicious of the intentinu 
cxf the Kiiigand his Minifters, notwithfland^ 
ftanding the honors conferred on him, la- 
bored, with great induilry and cunning, to 
{bw the feeds of enmity between them, and 
ifucceeded fo well therein, that Nanderauzc 
one day left the Divan, and fornai^g a party 
^nong his friends, ^ized the gafee and ram- 
parts, and fired feveral cannon era the pa^ 
lace i the King, upon this, &nt a friend of 
Jiis, v/ho perfuaded him to deBU from thdc 
violent proceedings, and retire for iome time 
to Myibre fort, giving him full. authoriiy 
over the diilri<^ annexed to it, f(»- hie iiip^ 
port and pay of his people. 

About fix months after the Duaa had 
left Seringapatam, the old King, his bro- 
ther, dyed, and Hyder, who had with great 
pare cultivated the young King's friendih^ 
■and efleem, gave him fulpicions. of hia 
pnde's intentions, and {tccordingty procured 
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an order for himfelf to m^rch and reducfe 
the fort of M3rfore j Hyder, with great ex-i 
pcdition, colleifted the troops and inverted 
the place, which being tolerably well for- ■ 
tified, and bravely defended, held out for 
three months.' TheDuan finding the place 
could hold out no longer, from want of ' 
provifions, and fuodry neccffary ftores, agreed 
to deliver it up, and, in lieu thereof, re- 
ceive the government of Carrour, a diftrift 
twenty-eight cofs to the weftward, and of 
much lefs value. 

Hyder's fcheme having thus far fucceedcd 
beyond his expectation, and his enemy being 
removed to a greater diftance from court, 
began to affume all the power which hie 
offices of Minifter, and General, gave him, 
and, in this fituation, thought himfelf fc- 
cure from any rcverfe of fortune. 
i The King, upon whofe authority he daily 
encroached, and who had already received 
fcveral hints to Hyder's prejudice, as welt 
as private accounts from his uncle, the old 
Duan, of his intentions, began to be jea- 
lous, and apprehenfive of Ibme dangerous id- 
jjoration, and brought over to his party and 
intereft. 
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ifttereft, Conderow*, a. man of a fly dif- 
pofition, whom Hyder had placed near the 
King ^ a fpy. This man, who had been 
Hyder's Duan, and had for fome time been 
difgufted at his haughty behaviour and ty- 
ranny, by the King's order, aflembled the ' 
guards, feized the ramparts neareft Hyder's 
quarters, and from thence fired feveral fliot 
upon them ; Hyder, furprifed and aftoniffied 
at the fecrecy of this attempt, knew not 
whom to truft, and fufjjedting the whole 
military force then in the city to be con- 
cerned in this afiair, immediately took horfe, 
and fled, with a few of his friends and fer- 
vants, to the ftrong fort of Bengalorc, then 
in ■ pofleflion of his uncle, Ibrahim Saib, 
leaving his wife and femily behind. 

Previous to this aflault, he had detached 
Mucktom Saib, his brother-in-law, a very 
boldenterprizing officer, to Pondicherry.with 
5,000 fepoys and 3,000 horfe; on his road 
to Bengalore, he fent off an exprefs to this 
officer, dired:ing him to make forced marches 
and join him with the utmoft expedition. 
The King, fufpeding fuch an order, had 
B fent ' 

• Called by the French author, Canero. 
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fcnt to Rajah Bunfbing, a Mahratta, chiefs 
not far from the road Hyder's detachment 
was to pafs, and engaged him for fifteen lacks 
* of rupees, to march with all fpeed knd inter- 
cept it. Accordingly, the Mahratta, with 
4,000 fepoys and 7,000 horfe, fet out, and 
was joined on the road by Conderow, whcmi 
the King had immediately detached with ' 
5,000 fepoys and 3,000 horfe, for the fame 
purpofe. J^ ^ -^ < f^ g ,^^ 

They ibon came up with -M uck tem Saib» 
who had reached by this time the village of 
Anchitty Durgham, about twelve cofs from 
Bengalore ; here he took poft, refolving to 
defend himfelf to the laft extremity, in hopes 
his brother-in-law Hyder would attempt his 
relief; Hyder, ftill fufpicious of foul play, 
durft not leave Bengalore, but accepted the 
offer of Meer Pharf ula Cawn, a brave foldier 
of fortune, who, on hearing Hyder's fitua- 
tion, .left Bodicottah, with 50 fepoys, 10 
horfemen, and his elephant, in order to 
aifift in the prefent dangerous exigency. 
This man readily undertook to convey a fup-- 
ply of ammunition and provifions to Muck- 
tom Saib, with an efcort of 1,500 fepoys 

r:,t.:f:k«G00glc 
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and 500 horfe j this he bravely atteiiiptedt 
but loft all his ilores ajjd provifions, and 
with much difficulty joined Hyder's troops* 
lofing only a few fepoys and^horfe^ 

A month was nearly elapfed in this fer-' 
vice, when the Mahratta chief received an 
, cxprefs of the death of their Nanm, or Jf^n & 
King ; this induced him to think of return- ' 

ing to his country, when Hyder, on the 
lame intelligence, opportunely ofiered him 
three lacks of rupees. This offer, which he 
accepted, together with the i 5 lacks he had 
already received from the King, accelerated 
h^ march back. Hyder having, by this ' 
ftep, gained fo very important a point, 
iecured his authority in Bengalore, and 
marched immediately with the few troops 
he could muftCT, to attack, his moft inve- 
terate enemy GMiderow, his old Duan ; Jp. . !o~ 
/C^s ifianderow being a man of experience, rand ■ 
feeing the neceffity of a retreat, threw fome 
of his force into Kiilnagurr, Coveripatam, r-, ^ - ","■ 
and other fortified places, near at hand, and 
with the rcil retreated to Seringapatam ; 
Hyder foon followed, with his brother-in- 
law, Mucktom Saib, reducing, in their vray, 
/ . _■ , ^ B 2 fevcral 
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20 T H E L I F E O F 

fcveral fmall forts, but for want of provi- 
fions was obliged to march to Nonjudagoda, 
eight cofs to the fouth of the capita] j here 
he found it impoflible to proceed, the whole 
country being in oppofition to him, and de- 
termined to afford him no fupplies what- 
ever. 

In this ftrange dilemma, he refolved on 
a very bold and dangerous attempt, notwith- 
ilanding all the arguments of his friends to 
diffuade him, and one night left his camp 
with ten trufty horfemen, and flew to Nan- 
derauze, who was at this time returned to 
court, fell at his feet, wept; acknowledged 
his bad behaviour, and begged forgivenefs. 
The good old man, aftoniflied at the bold- 
nefs of the adMon, and being overcome by 
his feeming penitence, was readily induced 
to believe his proteftations to be fincere, and 
■to think he only wanted to be reinftated in 
his poft of Duan, which the King had con- 
ferred on his old fervant Conderow. 

The King was Ipon reconciled' to him, 

and interceifion was made for his reinftate- 

ment hy the old Minifter Nanderauzc, who 

moreover promifcd, if neceflary, to remove 

all 
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all difficulties by force of arms. Hydei* hav- 
ing thus fer gained his point, there only re- 
mained Conderow, who had put himfelf at _ 
the head of fome troops, icaning refolved 
to fupport himfelf in his new dignity, know- ^ 
ing the King had been forced into this mea- ^ 
fure againft him. ^j~*^ 

1 Nand/rauze and Hyder, in order to re- ' 

K hA / ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Duan 0(nderow, joined their ^ 
'■ troops, Hyder having ient for his brother- ^ 
in-law, Mucktom Saib, with the army he ^ 
had left at Nqnjuda^da, marched to meet i^ 
Conderow, who was then in the field at a 
fmall diftance from the capital. Conde- 
roWs army was defeated, and his camp 
plundered, himielf hardly efcaping to the 
King, to whom he had. related his misfor- 
tune, advifing him of the dangerous con- 
nection between Hyder and his uncle Nan- 
1 dffl^uze. 

After the battle, feveral of the King's 
troops entered into Hyder's fcrvice, at the 
inftance of Nanderauze, who alfo publilhcd 
a manifeilo, affuring the Myfore Bahawdas, 
that his friend Hyder had no treaibnable de- 
ijgns againft the government, that all he 
B 3 aimed 
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aimed at, was to remove his enemy Conde- 
row from the office of Duan, of which office 
he himfelf had been difpoflefled by iinifter 
means ; he alfo required them to affift and 
fupport him to the utmoft, fo ihfatuated 
w^s this old man, that he fi,w not the ftroke 
aimed at himfelf, as well as the King his 
nephew j in confequence of thefe orders, fo 
favourable to the defigns of Hyder, who 
having fecured all thediftrifl:s round, wherein 
he placed fuch as he could moft confide in, 
and finding the old man Nanderauze of no 
iarther utility, compelled him U> retire to his 
old government of Carrour. 

Hyder then afiembled the troops, paid 
them half their arrears, with a promife of 
the other half as foon as, by their aJTiftance, 
he ihould be reinftated ; the officers, and tfte 
troops, thus furprized into a belief that his 
views extended no further than the removal 
of his enemy Conderow, marched and in- 
veiled the capital of their country, which 
Hyder blockaded, fo as to cut oif all fup- 
plies. . 

Hyder, in this interval of a month, for 

fo long was the place blockaded^ had very 

artfully 
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artfully given the King fuch full aflurance of . 
his perfed obedience, that he prevailed on 
him to open the gates," and receive him as 
Duan, delivering up his old enemy t/j^n- iC^tt- 
derow. No Ibdner had he entered the place, ' 
in the year 1763, than he placed centinels 
on the palace gates, magazines, and other 
placesi making the King a prifoner and Siz- 
ing his treafure, with which ]?e paid his 
troops their arrears, exclufive of fundry pre- 
fents to the chief oflicers of the army, who 
had fo religioufly aflifted him in his rebel- 
lious deiigns ; — he then /hut up liis old 
friend Conderow in a cage, and expofed him 
for feveral days to p'ublic view, thenfent 
him to the fort of Bengalore, where he re-, 
mained upwards of a year in this miferable 
fituation, in which he died ; the iron- cage, 
with his bones, are to be feen v6 this day, 
in the public bazzar of Bengalore. 

Hyder continued in this capital near Gx 
months, fettling the country, and eilablifli- 
ing himfelf in his new government. 

JFermamood Cawn, appointed Nabob of 

Sirpi, in the year 1728, by Nizam al Mu- 

luck, dying in the year 1740, the Mah- 

B 4 rattas. 
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rattas, whofe diftrids lay contiguous, af- 
fembled fdme forces, and after reducing the 
whole country, inverted Sirpi, the capital 
of the province of that name. Dekr 
Df.'tf t'ATf'Cawn the fucceeding Nabob, wanting re- 
folution, as well as the means of defend- 
ing himfelf, gave up the place, on their 
ceding to him a fmall inconliderable traft 
of country^ near Colar. 

The conqueft of Sirpi and its depen- 
dencies, by the Mahrattas, gave great um- 
brage' to the Soubah, who difpatchcd hfe 
brother Bafaletzing, with ari army, to re- 
cover Sirpi from them. Oufcottah being 
the firft place on his route, and on the 
frontiers of the Myfore country, was im- 
mediately inverted, and though garrifoned ^ 
only by {s^zn hundred regulars, with coun- 
try arms, ftood a fiege of two months, 
notwithftanding the utmort efforts of the 
Sotibali's army. 

Hyder, who was always ready to em- 
brace any opportunity that offered, imme- 
diately diipatchcd Meer Phafula Cawn, 
with propofals to the Soubah's brother, 
Bafaletzing, ofieriiig to py him five kcks 
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of rupees for the tide to Sirpi and its de- 
pfcndencies, requiring only the affiftance of 
fomc of his troops for the reduftion of the 
capital, engaging to compleat the reft with 
■his own force. 

The treaty ligned, and the money paid, 
Hyder marched with his army, and joined 
the party lent him by Bafaletzing, attack- 
ed Oufcottah afrefh, and in a few days car- 
ried th? place by compofition, whioh he 
garrifoned with his own people, and imme- 
diately marched to the reduftion of Sirpi, 
which furrendered after a month's liege. 
This fervice being effefted, the Soubah's 
army returned to Adony. 

.Hyder found little difficulty in fettling 
this country, the Polligars, or Mountaineers 
of Chinnabalaporam, excepted j who, in 
the courfe of two or three months, had de- 
ftroyed upwards of one thoufand of his 
troops. Finding this to be an expenfive, 
as well as a dangerous undertaking, the 
Mahrattas having frequently attacked his 
camp, while before Chinnabakporam, and 
rendered his attempts inefiedual, he oiFered 
terms to Chinnapah, the PoUigar Chief, ^ 

who 
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who enigaged to pay him five lacks of pa- 
godas, on oondition of his witlidrawing 
his army ; Hyder received one lack and a 
half in hand, and having fworn to the per- 
~ fonnance of the articles agreed upon, r&- 
Ha. '(' turned with his troops to Davenelli, about 
three cofs on his route homewards. . 

Morarow, a Mahratta Chief, ivho had 
"been inftrumental in the defence of Chin- 
nabalaporam, left at the requeft of Chinna- 
pah, the Chief, about five hundied of liis 
people, as a reinforcement to the place,' 
and returned with the reft of his troops 
homeward j the PoUigar Chief returning 
at the lame time to Nandcrauze, the ufual 
place of his refidcnce. 

Hyder, who by his fpies, foon learnt his 
abfence, and thirfting for revenge on the 
Mahrattas, returned by fwced marches, 
invefted the place again, and by furprizing 
efforts carried it by affault the tenth day 
after his coming tefore it; the PoUigar 
troops being fent home, and the Mahrat- 
ta Chief at too great a diftance to afford the 
garrifon any relief, he exercifed his crudty 
by mutilating nqmbcrs of the garrifon, ,10 
* order 
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order to ftrike terror into others, to facili- 
tate his future enterprizes j having givea 
the command of this place to one of his 
own relations, he fet out with his army, 
in purfuit of the Mahratta Chief, and by 
forced marches came up with him at Pody- 
aconda, attacked him without lofs o£ time, 
and defeated his army, iulled a great num- 
ber of them, and took feveral of the prin- 
cipal officers prifoners. Morarow, after this 
defeat, retreated to Gutty, his capital ^ 
Hyder, iatisficd with having compelled his 
enemy to retire, made a conqueft of fuch 
parts of Morarow's country, as lay moft 
convenient to his new acquiiltions of Sirpi, 
nearly to the value of three lacks of pa- 
godas yearly, , 

Thus having nearly compleated his de- 
fign of recovering the antient diftrift of 
his country, he piarched againft the Chief 
of ChittercuU Durgam, a Polligar, de- 
pending alio on the government of Sirpi, 
whoan he foon reduced, and obliged him 
to pay three lacks of rupees, and affift 
him wjth 1,500 horfe, and 10,000 foot 
in a new expedition. 

Previous 
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Previous to this tranfadtionj^the Rajah 
of Biddenoor (a very fertile province, fur- 
rounded with vaft mountains and woods, 
which render it very difficult of accefs) 
f^-\£L ^^^ appointed his fon, C hJnavas Appiah, 
to fucceed htm in the government, in con- 
- fequence of which, this boy, but nine 
years old, at the Rajah's death, \vas in- 
ilallcd, and his name made ufe of in all 
matter-, relative to the ftate; this continued 
near a year, when the Queen formed a de- 
fign againft the young Rajah's life, in fe- 
ver of her brother, the friend of the Ra- 
jah, who found means to remove him from 
Court, and fent hiin fecretly to the care 
of the PoUigar, the Chief of Chittercul 
Durgham j here hg had remained in fafety 
for eight years, to the time of Hyder's at- 
tacking the Polligar. It was here Hydec, 
, received the firfl imprgffion of reducing the 
Biddenoor country; the reihftating the young 
Rajah, being the moft fevorable circum- 
ftance, and the moft conducive to his fe^ 
cret dcfign. A plan was now formed be- 
tween the young Rajah, Hyder, and tlw 
Polligar Chief, to re-eftabUlli die Rajah in 
his 
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bis country, for which fcrvice it was fti- 
pulated, that Hyder ihould receive, befidcs 
a valuable prefent, forty lacks of rupees 
for the expcnce of the underteking, and he 
fwore, without referve, to the iaithful per- 
formance of the treaty. 
■ The combined arniies now marched for 
Biddenoor, and the young Rajah, who was 
with them, attended with much ceremony, 
generally mounted on an elephant, in order 
to attrad the ^es of his fubjeds ; this fuc- 
ceeded to Hyder's wilh, as all the country 
people chearfiilly prefentcd themfelves, and 
furnifhed all the neceflaries the armies flood 
in need of. The fortified places, for the 
fame reafons, opened their gates to their 
lawful prince, ' and the armrcs met with 
no oppofition, till they reached the capital, 
Biddenoor. This place being well forti- 
fied, furrounded by rocks and vaft preci- 
pices, covered with impenetrable ■ woods, 
held out only one month, notwithftand- 
ing the utmoft efforts of the Queen and 
her brother, who had but little favor to 
expect from the refentment of the young 
Prince, as Well as the feithlcfs difpofition 
of 
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of the conqueror, Hyder ; but the pcopley 
affefted at the fight of their lawful king, 
furrendered the place j howevo-, previous 
thereto, they permitted the Queen with 
her brother, to retire to a place of lafety, 
moft agreeable to thcmfelves ; they chofe 
^ the fort of Derryabathar Gurr for their 
aflylum, about twelve, cofs diftant from 
/. /, the capital. This place is exceeding ftrong, 
built on an inacceflible large rock, on one 
fide furrounded by the fea, and the other 
by a deep river. 

Hyder having fubducd Biddenoor, pur- 
fucd them to this retreat, fecuring the 
country on his route. When he came 
near the place, hefent, in the name of 
their king, a fummons to the garrifon, 
who immediately furrendered themfelves, 
and gave up the Queen and her brother. 
Hyder had taken care to garrifon all the 
places he had taken with the Myfore 
troops, and returning to Biddenoor, where 
he confined the Queen and her brother j 
all this time treating the young King with 
outward marks of refpe<9: and civility, till 
a circumitance happened, which, at once 
1 accom- 
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accomplifhed all.his ambitious views. The 
King was poffcflcd of a favourite woman, 
for wliom he had a very great afiedion-; 
Hyder wanting fome plaufible pretence for 
a rupture, fcnt feme of his fcrvants for this 
woman, which coming to the King's ears, 
he ordered them to be diiinilled in a very 
contemptuous manner ; . which being re- 
ported to Hyder, he immediately ordered 
the King into confinement, and a few days 
after fcnt him with the old Queen and her 
brother, undo* a ftrong guard, to Madde- 
giini^, a fortified rock, fixteen cofs from 
Eengaloor;. //ta.J-c hj^^ '*' 

This infamous treatment threw the whole 
country into a ftate of confufjon, and oc- 
cafioned many confpiracics againft him, 
which he had the good fortune to difcover, 
and in order to prevent all attempts in fu- ' 
ture, he put to death near one thoufand of 
the principal inhabitants of the city of Bid- 
denoor, in the moft cruel inhuman method 
he could invent ; their mangled limbs were 
fufpended on every tree in the environs of 
the city. His blood thirfly rage not be- 
ing iatisfied with the above cruelties, he 
ordered 
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ordered the chief perfons-of every town or 
village, of whom he had the ^call fufpicion, 
to be butchered in the like manner, befides 
many others, for the moft trivial offences, 
had their nofes or cars cut off. So that 
the inhabitants of the Biddcnoor country, 
from the dread of his cruelty, were now 
reduced to the moft fervile obedience to his 
tyrannic will. 

From this conqueft he marched with his 
ufual confidence and rapidity, into the 
Sonda country, a , little diftance from Goa, 
the King of which not being prepared for 
defence, abandoned his kingdofn, and iled 
to a neighbouring Prince for protection j 
this country produces yearly about ten lacks 
of pagodas. 

During Hyder's abfence from the Bidde- 
noor country, many of the great men, who 
had not been fufpedied in the former af- 
feir, plucked up courage, and applied to 
Mahadorow, one of the Mahratta Chiefs, 
and promifed him all the afliftance in their 
power, if he would march a ftrong body 
of troops to relieve them from Hyder's 
tyranny. Accordingly he marched into the 
Eiddenoor 
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^iddenoor country, (where Hyder had but 
juft, arrived) iipon his receiving information 
of this uniterfal defeftion* The Mah- 
ratta troops confiiled of Gxty thouiand 
horfe and fifteen thoufend foot ; the two 
armies foon came to blows, and Hyder, by 
the enemy's fuperiority in horfc, was worit- 
ed in three fevcral engagements, and at laft 
c:ompelled to take advantage of the woody 
country near him, and there to intrench 
him&lf. In this iituation he continued 
near twelve months^ frequently attacked 
by the enemy, whom he, from the ftrength 
of his fituation, as often repulfed with 
confiderable lofs. Mahadcrow, feeing no 
.profpeift of reftoring the King, propofed to 
return to his dominions, and leave Hydef 
in quiet poffeffion of the Bidde^oor coun- 
try, Hyder agreeing to pay forty lacks of 
rupees to himfelf, and twen^ more to his 
miniftcr. 

The Mahrattas being returned to their 
country, Hyder punilhed fuch of the de- 
linquents as fell into his hands, with the 
greatcfl: rigor and barbarity. Things be- 
ing once more in tranquillity, Hyder left 
C his 
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his .fon, Tippoo Saib, in tke command, «mJ 
appointed Lila Mean, who had marked 

his filler, to the command o( a ftro^g hold, 
a few miles diilance. He alfo ddtaohed 
Meer S^b, (whofe fifter he 1^ lately mar- 
ried) to the gpvernmflr^t. of Sirpi. IVJeer: 
Phafula Cawn was appointed tothf! com-; 
mand rf Myforc fort aivi diib^ifl j Mttt^k-: 
tCHn Saib had the government of Strii^- 
patam» the Myibre capital. Hyder's un^le, 
J[braim Saib, coiitinued in Benjaloor, j^ 
Amian Saib, his nephew,, had ch^tge of the 
Burmal Valley. 

After theieapppm(m^ts, Hyder marched 
yrith a Aroag detachment tp the Malkbar 
coaft, where he entered into *. ftieadly t«a^ 
with Ally R^ah. a pet^ Prinoe, and, vith 
his aififtance, laid fi^e to CalUcu^ tic ca^ 
pital and reiidcncc of the Kir^ of the 
Nayres, which place m^de a tfout reftftance 
for three months, and at lail furreadcxed 
on honourable terms. 

About this tir?e Me« Saib, who, was ia 
the government of SlBpi, found rafians to 
f?cure the Polli^ chief, Chiimpah, and^ 
*otwithllandiBghe l»ad. tDo& fiAcianly fwora ■ 
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to releitfe him. oa his agreeing to t!)e ie^ 
veral conditions enforced on him, yet he Wi 
fo perfidious, as to fetid him a priToner to 
&eiigakx}r» whece» in a few days, he di^ 
through grief* This diief would never 
have furrendered himfelf to Meer Saib, had 
he not been in the utmoft diib^ for want 
of the neceiJaries of life, being almoft iUrved 
on the Nandcgoody Rock. 

Hyder, to lecure himfelf againft any fu- 
ture attempts of Chinapah's fon> who was 
then a young man, caufed him forthwith 
to be circumcifed by force, and taught tha 
principles of the MahomeUn religion. 

TheSamorifi, oi*King of Callicut, being 
of the Bramin feift, and accuftomed to feed 
a number of that perfuaiion daily, he him- 
felf tafcing no refreJhment until they had 
been ferved ; and befides, from the rigid- 
nefs of his principles, never accuftomed to 
have any kind of intercourfe with thofe of 
the Mahometan tribe, refufcd, in the po- 
liteff terms, the honor Hyder intended him 
of a viiit*, but fent.a Bramifi to converle, 
.:C 2 and 

* Here ite F.Eaich authw b bmA QtrtMUly mlJkken, 
wbolayt, ID p. 110, vol. I. of bi»WO[)(, chM the Sa* 
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and neport to him Hyder's intentions relative 
to his requeft of the necelTary provilions for 
the accuftomed charity ; foon after this in- 
tercourfe Hyder returned, and direSed that a 
fufficient quantity of grain for 500 men,fhouM 
be fent to the King, who was forced to reft 
fetisfied ; the next day a conliderable deduc- 
tion was made out of this allowance, and the 
third day the fame ; on the fourth an entire 
flop was put to this fupply, and Hyder hav- 
ing fent ibme principal Moormen to obferve 
how matters went, they returned, telling 
him, th^ apprehended fome ftrange event 
from the gloomy afpe<a of the King's at- 
tendants i that the King himfelf had already 
fefted three days, and was then preparing for 
fome particular ceremony. The King, being 
provoked at this cruel treatment, had aiTem- 
bled all his family, and after performing Ibme 
ceremonies 

morin came forth to meet Hyder, and fell -st his feet. 
Now it is well known to every one» that has been on 
the coaft of Mallabar, that the Nayresarc the moft 
hsughty people on the fece of riie earth, would fooner 
ftt^r death than degrade tfaemielves by felling at the 
feet of any perfon, more efpeciaUy.at the /eet of a Ma- 
hometan i they having the 'lUmoft contrn^t for Aat 
tribjE. , 
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ctremonies with the chief Bramins, ordered 
fire to be fet to different parts of the buUd- 
ings of his palace, which were of wood, and 
the whole, ti^ether with himfeif and family, 
w«e entirely confumed. 

Upon the King's death, Hyder garrifoned 
die place with 200 foot and 500 horfe, and 
with the reA of his army fet out for the 
Coimbatoor country, forty cofs, on his route 
homeward. About two months after he 
had Wt Calhcut, a brother of the late King 
brcHight an army of 20,000 men before the 
place, which, by intelligence from within, 
he forced, and.put the whole garriibn to the 
fword, except about 300, who fled to a 
pagoda, or temple, for lafety j - Hyder being 
informed of this diiafter, immediately de- 
tached Afouph Cawn, with 5,000 foot, and 
1,000 horie, with Uriifl orders to fight the 
enemy at all events. On the approach of 
Hyder's troops, the King's brother marched 
out and gave them battle ; but being woffted 
in two attacks, and not chobfing to be ihut 
up, left the place in the nig^t, and retreated 
with his army, and all the inhabitants, to 
C 3 the 
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the woods, leaving Hydcr*s troops in qoiet 

poflefficm of the countiy. 

Three months being paft in c[ukt, and 
Hyder's party lulled into a ftate of fccurity, 
when they leaft fufpe<aed, the King's.brother 
again appeared before the place, retook it, 
cut off Aibupfa Ctram's head*, and killed a 
number of his pcopk, the reft flying with 
the bad news, reached their own ccHmti7. 
This event happened about the year 1766, 
which Co ei^perated Hyder, that h^ . in 
perfdn, led an army of fix thoo&nd ibot and 
two thou£md hoHe, zgsdn& CalUcut ; after 
two days mardi, he gave die command of 
his troops to Sevagee Row, a Mahratta Bra^ 
min, vrhoj coming before the pkce, was 
immediate^ attacked l^ the Kir^s brother, 
-who, iking agam wiorilcd, retii^ to his oM 
retreat, the woods, Slaving an cmp^ f^e 
to HyderV General. 

HjfdcTy an giving op the command of 
tfiis^Mny, letumod with all po^^ ipeed, 
accdmpamed by his houlhold troops, to Sb-< 
ringa|Kiitaf», ht^^ing received private advices, 

• The French author has not mentioned any ijiing of 
Afouph Cawn's being killed here, 



.. ■ r.:,t.:f:kv.G00Qlc 

/A 



.' H Y dXR ally. 39 
^t Mabaiferow, a Mahraua chid', was in: 
motioQ» and ptqniwg to recover the tnri- 
litories which his [irtvdec^or Goupalrause 
had ceded to Hyder io the year 1760. 

Althoogfa Hyder's heart was ready to 
burft Ivith VexBtion on he»ti^ this news> 
yet he was refohrel to nuke a triumphant 
entry into Seringapatam, of which a moll 
pofbpQus account is givfca by ^ French 
author, wb& has been st great ^ains to Jet' 
fordi Hyder in all the glcny and lu&% that 
could poflii^ be displayed on the occa^n. 

Mahaderow, meeting with liide oppoH- 
tim, .tocdvered all the above diftrsfh and 
forts, the Sirpi. country, with Ou&:otta, 
Ghinabchyonm, and their d^oidencies 
aUb. in die month of January 1767, and' 
tlK coTiaog itionth, the Soubah, Nezam 
A%, with fia^ekt Juag, his bredier, and 
their Armies, joined by a detachment of the 
EngUiih £ait>india Compuiy's troops, pro- 
oeedtid from Hydrebad to join Mahaderow j 
but the Soubfl^ trifling away his time in col- 
ledih^ fome Circar rev«nu6Si . did not afie£t 
a jonffcion unill April ; during this, the 
Mahrattas were not idle, fer they had al- 
C 4 ready 
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icady taken and .poiIel2e4 themielves of 
Chinna Ray Durgam^ Davil Ray Durgam, 
^ and the ftrong fort of Magtleghcmy, in 
which laft place they found 3ie' young King 
of Biddepoor, w^.the old Queen and her 
brother ; after which he took ievend other 
places of note, and raiied confiderable con- 
tributioos. 

Hyder, during tius time, .finding fuch a 
ftpnn likely to fell upon him, had been put- 
ting his principal forts in the beft ftateof 
defence, Ukwile laid in a fufficicnt ftore of 
anununition and proTiHons ; then colloding 
L what force he could fpare for the field, «i- 
Ciimped them, under the trails of Seringpa- 
tam, and caufed the flanks and-iront of the 
encampment to be entrenched and fortified, 
determined to wait the event, and imme- 
mediately ilTued orders, that grain, and pro- 
vifions of all kindfi, which could be fbimd 
thirty miles round Seringapatam, fhould be 
brought into that place, and there laid up 
in ftore; by doing this, he thought e&c-.. 
tually to put a flop to the advancing of the 
combined annies. He, at the lame time, 
was carrying on private negotiations with the 
Soubal), 
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Soubah, by means of Maphuzcawn, who 
was fent as ambaffiidor from Hydcr, on his 
Brft receiving the news of the combination 
again A him. He alfo ient a Vackeel to 
Mabaderow, the Mahratta chief, who foon 
patched up a treaty of peace with him, by 
whicK he ceded to him the places he had 
akeady taken, and paid him thirty-five lacks 
of rupees, on receipt of which the Mahrattaa 
returned to their own country, refufing to 
give the Soubafa any ihare of what they 
had obtained. 

The Englifh detachment having received 
lev«al augmentation of troops, and General 
Smith 'obfcrving the duplicity of the Soubah, 
and fuipeifting the part he was going to aft, 
being then near Bengalore in the Myfore 
country, very wifely withdrew the army, 
and returned to the borders of the Carnatic, 
about the middle of May 1767, and the 
Soubah marched and joined Hyder's army 
by the 24th of the iame month. By this 
time, the EngUfli had certain intelligence of 
the defigris of Hyder and the Soubah, and 
that their grand ebjaa was the entire con- 
ijueft of tb? Carnatic, 

General 
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Ocneral Joieph Smidi viewed die ^xswiag 
&orm in its ptoper light, repeatedly tcOion- 
ftrated to the Governor And Coiuicil of 
Madras, to fumifli his anny with proper 
fuf^Iies of draught and carriage bullocks, 
which he flood in g^fAt need 6f, widi every 
other article fat fcarfylng ati & frefti cam- 
paign ; blit they not paying & prdper at- 
tention to his remonftranccs in lime, Hy- 
dcr's and the Soubah's unitod forces entered 
■ /ifK-ra the Bermall Valley, add- immediately com- 
^■,v/.^. mcnced hoftilities. The Soubah's forces 
Confifted of thirty thoufend hferi^ ten tht)u- 
fend iq)oy9,- peons, tuid a gfeftt ntirhber of 
fOck«t men, and fixty pieces of cannon, with 
an immehfe train of latty wallas, ot free- - 
hooters. Hyder'sarmy, of twdve thoufend 
well-aj^jointed black horfe, eight hundred 
Mogul horfe, and a troop of fixty European 
huffars, a battalion of one thouiand topaffcs, 
five thou&nd groiadier fcpoys, and eight 
^oufend battalion iepoys, all armed with 
Europe muikpts and baiydnets, four thou- 
sand mateh^lock and rbckcl men, and forty- 
jrme pieces ctf cannon .- 

Th« 
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T)ie£i^iih «iny» at this time, oniBftmj 
of no more than two regiments q£ Euro^ 
pcans» whi^ togedier only amount to 
eight hundred men iit &r duty^ j ieren bat. 
talioas of f^ioys, about edght hundred men 
hi each j the.corps of artilteiy, and about 
fivb thpiifend of the Nabob's Uack horSn, 
and a (miXk troop of thirty EuropeaD hor&, 
commanded by myielf> .then a Lieutenant. 

Hyder detadied ftvend large bodies cf 
bofic to faarralls and fnrround the £njg]iihy 
which they did» ibas to pxwent any fapplicB. 
from comitig in t^etr camp, in the mean 
tiane other. parties of his horfb ravaged the 
country, and iet all the rilbgcs in flames. 
Hyder being well conrinced, that he flKiuld 
more c&&ually diitrefs the Eoglifh t^ har- 
rafiing than than coming to a battle, con- 
Aantfy. kept fending iidh. detachments of 
haeiCf and took, all opportunities to cut off. 
their fupplies; he was therefore fully deter-. 
mined to adhere ilrifUy to this plan; but. 
luckily for the Englift, the Jiaug^ty difpo- 
fition of the Soubah and his Bahaudars, could . 
not brook this tedious method of carrying on- 
tW war, and accordingly upbraided Hyder 
for 
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|br not fulfilling^ his .prpmife of cut&ig the 
Engliih ju-mylto pieces. 
, The. Englifb army now morcd towards 
Singurpettah Pais, which leads out of the 
Bonnall Vallqr to the Carnatic, being re- 
iKed to.the 'greateft-diftreis for want of 
rice, and other {iroviiions., Hyder, and the 
Soohah, came to the refolution of attack- 
ing them, which they accordingly did on 
the fecond of September,, near the fort of 
Changatna. - They olade their appe&rance 
abctut noon, on. which the Englifli ffruck 
&cir tents and. prepared for adlion, whicl^ 
ctnnmencedaboui two o'clock. The flower 
of Hyder's army fuftained the heat of the 
battle in front, headed by himfdf ; and the 
Soubah's attacked the EngMi in thdr rear 
and iknks. This battle was fought with 
great obftinacy on both fides -till about dght 
o'clock in the evening, when the Soubah's 
anny gave way, which occafioned Hyder to 
do fo likewife, who loft in this ai^ion above 
looo of his beft men. The Soxibah alfo 
fuftained a very heavy lofs, although the 
exatft number was never afcertained. The 
Englifh .were now mafters of the field, but 
could 
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could not purfue tKe blow, owing ^5 flieif 
^rant of ammunition, as-they had ndtattove 
two or three rounds hft f£»-ircAniB of' tiieii' 
, guns, and no^ m«-e diin teti or tvfctVo 
rounds at the moft £br thoblHsin; ' whicb' 
determined the Geneml to move towards 
Trinomally that nighf.- "Hyder foon got 
intelligence of the Englilli fteing on the 
march, on which' he ordered ibme parties 
o£ horlc to harrais them as ufual, which 
thejr did cffe^ally all night j although-it 
was very dark, the En^ifh kept clofc order, 
and procsedcd <mi but flowly; often halting, 
and now and then fifing a ihoE or two, juft 
to keep off the horie-j -'thtey arrived at Tri- 
nomally in the morning "^y^tfay-llghf, at 
which place th^ found*- a &f^y'of ammu- 
nition and provifion$, and. Were foon after 
joined by Colonel Wood's fouthern divifion ; 
and being now recovered fr&m their fatigue, 
encamped at fome diftance from Trinomally, . 
Hyder and the Soubah now advanced t^ain 
with their armies, and encamped themielves 
in a ibong iituation near Trincnnally, but 
QD the other fide the hills ; here Hyder 
made a vain parade, by getting fixne of his 
gun« 
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guos on the hHI^, ttod firing at the EnglilH 
caoop*, ^i^ch .ierved mi^t^ well to uxmft 
the Scuba's Bfthawders -, and alio afibrded 
icme diwrfi^ to the Engliib Dbldiers, a^ 
the AkOt nenr readied thdr cam^ and o£ 
eourie could net h$yt the defired efie& 
The General endeaTcnred for feme days, in 
vain, to draw Hyder out of this ftromg 
hold; however, a circumitance happened 
in his favor, v^ch cau&d Hyder and the 
Soubfthtomove, on themoming of the 26tb, 
with their armies, and quit this encamp- 
ment, wherein ^usy had &> very judiciouity 
taksn-poA, as it was not hahh to be forced 
hf &e Eoglidi in the night i a circ^m- 
ftanctt Hyda always endeavoured to guard 
agunft. This place was almoft impteg-^ 
nable hy nature,, being iituated in a imall 
pleafant valley, amidil feveral high -rocks,, 
having only two openings, one to the Weft- 
ward, leading towards the Myfeire coun- 
try, and the oAcr to the Eaftward. In 
the nudft of this Hyder had conftru^ed 
a large redotiht, wi^ &vcral gnna moimt- 
ed dterein ; ^s pkcc was about Sac. miles 
N. W. of Trinoniaily. The EngUfh 
army 
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4rmy ha4 moved the preceding d«y, and 
qnf^Aiuped in aaotbter vallejr, about three 
e^les dift^oce from Hyder's camp, when 
Qenor^ Smith ordfired Capt^ Cook, with 
his |}9tal)oa of fepoys, and *bw two light 
hra& thtve-poondcrsi &o take poft in iront, 
OR ai rock about h^ way between the 
VWQ C9^^« from whence he co)il4 dcTciy 
^ eaeefty's motiw*. Nat mwoing, be- 
ipg the 86th, as before mentioned, on the 
Ccneral's receiving intdHgence of Hyder 
and tj|>e Scwbah advancing from their en- 
oamptDcnt, he ordeicd aw with the ^kk. 
<rf my Uttle tra^, w^ were off doty, im- 
meduttely to proceed to the rock wheicoQ 
CapUitt Cook had taken poft, from whence 
\ WM to obfeve Ae.EQDti(»s.rf the enemy, 
and &nd lum intelligence thereof, by de- 
tachtiKg one or two of my moi, from time 
to.time, as Qccafion required; during which 
ihs. En^ifh army wore in motion, and ad- 
vancing in .two columns, attended, as ufual, 
liy fomeof Hydcr's horfe^ ftraggling around 
them. Having made all the obftrvadons 
I thought neceifery, I took my leave <tf 
C^^ptoio CoQk> and with .four men I had. 
left 
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left with me, galloped acrofs the plaiA, and 
paffed amongft' Hyder's ftragglers to join 
the General, whom I met at the head of 
the array, then'in difcourfe with a herricar, 
or guide, who was telling him, that there 
was had ground in front of the army, which 
th^ could not eafily pafs. On, my hear- 
ing this, I immediately confuted him, and 
told the General that I had but juft now 
come over the ground, and that was all a 
hard gravellyfoil, without any obflmiition 
whatever, excepting a few ftraggling bu£hes. 
I thereupon offered my fervice to conduft 
the army that way j the General defirwl me 
to do fo } on which I acquainted Colonel 
Wood (who commanded the firft column) 
with my orders, and in about half an hour, 
I condu(5ted the front of the anny round, 
juft on the right of the aforementioned 
rock, from whence they were in full view 
of the enemy, fome of whom not then 
being above half a mile diilance. By this 
manceuvre, Hyder's defigns were fomcwhat" 
fruftrated, who expcded that tfiey would 
have come to the left of the iaid rock, 
where be had already pofted about tweii^ 
field 
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field pieces, on the bank of a tank, frcnn 
whence he could have complfetcly flanked 
them, had they moved that way ; the evad- 
ing of whidi was certainly the effedt of my 
obiervdtions, with which I had before ac- 
quairtted Ac General, while { was on the 
rock. It being now about noon, when a 
ftvere c^inonading commenced on all fidbs, 
the main body of their horfe being nbw 
preparing to make a charge, which the 
Genferal obfitving, immediately formed thfe 
line, and the men received the charge with 
tiic greatfeft fteadinefs imaginable, referv- 
ihg their fire until the eneriiy were almoft 
on their bayonets. Our field pieces, fome 
of w^ch were fhOrt twelves, ivere well fup- 
plied xvith caniftcr grape, as was alio die 
two howitzers, which foon put them tO 
the route, the grape Ihot doing great cxe- 
cntion, cutting down both men and horfes 
in heaps, which eifeftually cured them of 
making another chargfc that day. The 
Englifti advanced briikly, while Hyder's 
people as bravely difpated cVety inch of 
ground, or eminence, whereon they could 
make the leaft ftand, there being fevoal 
D finall 
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Jmall «ocks intwfpcrfed on the plain i in 
this mannor the battle continued until it 
was quite dark. Hyder and' the Soubah 
being now very near their llrong encamp- 
mpnt, took poffeffion of it, and the old 
fox, Hyder, perceiving how matters were 
likely to turn out, very wifely embraced 
the opportunity of the night, to fend off 
all his own guns and baggage through tlw 
Well pafs, except one, which had ftuck 
faft in a fwamp, and was taken by the 
Englilh. The Englifli contented them- 
felves with keeping poffefiion of the field 
of battle, wtiere they reppfed their weary 
limbs, until four o'clock in the morning, 
when they got under arras ; and, obferving 
the greateft filence, moved on towards the 
cpemy ; by day-break th^ came in front of 
Hyder 's redoubt, which they found was 
abandoned, and the cannon taken away ; 
on which they preffed on into their camp, 
when a hot fire commenced, and the battle 
again maintained with the greateft bravery 
on all fides, till at length the Souhah's peo- 
ple gave way, and of courfe Hyder' s were 
foon obliged to follow, being clofely p^iT- 
fued 
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filed by the Englidi until twelve o'clock at 
aoon, when the General obferved that his 
men were extremely fatigued, and at the 
fame time beihg ut-ged by humanity; order- 
ed the army to halt, on which this dread-' 
fill fcenc of carnage ccafcd. On a mode-* 
rate computatioQ, Hyder aiid the Soabah 
loft upwards of 1 200 men killed, befides 
thofe that were wounded. The Soubah 
alio loft in this adtion thif^-feven brafs 
guns, from twelve to twenty-four pounders, 
moft of which were of French manufac- 
ture. Some time after, when the Soubah 
made peace with the Englifh, all thofe 
guns were abfolutely reftored to him again, 
although the French author, in his life of 
Hyder, vol. 2, page 84, is pleafed to fay, 
viz. " The Englilh have publiihed, that 
" they took many pieces of cannon belong- 
" ing to the Nizam, on the day of battle, 
" which they afterwards returned, when 
" they made an accommodation with them. 
" There are ftrong reafons fpr doubting 
" this fedl ; becaufe thefe pieces were' not 
" conducted ih triumph to Madras, where 
" they would have b^ exhibited, if it, 
D 2 *' were 
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" were for no other itafoii ihah becauic 

** they wire ornamented with the fteuts de 

" lis." 

In order to confiite the above, I abfo-- 
lately' declare upon honor, that I faw 
the aforementioned thirty-feveri gUns after 
they were taken, and they vrtit fenl Into 
the fbrt of Trinomally, friMtt trtifencej 
fome time after, they were fent to Chitty- 
putt, and Wandewafli, at which places 
they were kept, until the Soubah had ob- 
tained peace of the Englilh, and th^ thtr^ 
were reftored to him again, is before re- 
cited. The French aitthof-, if he had 
chofe to rccoUeft hiihfelf^ liinft havfe 
;known, that the fleurs de lis <rf France 
could be no rarity at Madras j oh the 
torttrary, th^ are fo common, as noV to bfe 
noticed, even by the blacks ; withefs the 
number of guns that Wtre taken at Pondi- 
cherry, and many other forts, (hat yielded 
to the fuperior arms of Britain j in the ytai-s 
i76oand 176*. 

: Sometimebeforetheaforemfentionedaftioh, 

Hyder had detached his fon; Tippoo Saib, 

^frith a confidmble body ef horfe, topro- 

- - ceed 
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9B«4 immediaJriy to the environs of Ma- 
dyns. with Ari«^ orders to pill^^ and de-* 
^y every thing they could ; even the 
^l8ck Town was to ha,ve undergone th« 
&me fatt, Jbut was timely prevented, diro' 
the induftiy of Colonel Call, the chief en- 
ginoec, sriia cau&d ail the gentlemen and 
fsK infaattttantK to ar^ themfelvesj and 
do do^ as militia, t<^gether with what 
trqfqis cpuld be fpared from the garrifon,' 
(which was but thinly manned) to ddend 
the Biock Town, which th^ ^edhially 
^iS^ and prevented T^^)po SaiVe people 
fyom entecin^ alt|i«t^ part of the \^c^ 
£ice, and dw whc^ of the Korth face, 
mas at tiiat time quite open, and deftitute of 
fcrtificaCiDns. In tbeinterkrt, ^e Gover- 
0jQ^. Deceived an expreft from General Smith, 
iiititmtiag that he had obtained a complete 
.viiite>ry a«ser the con^binod acmies of Hyder 
afkd^the. Soubah i diis gave frefh fpirits to 
htm, whA cauied this news to be announc- 
ed by fixing the guns of the garrifon, 
loaded with lho|, t^e was on tlie Weft 
fide, and towarda tlie eamp »f Tippoo 
Saib, >rho^9 yet was totally ignorant of die ^ 
D 3 cauie 
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cauie thereof, but the iate^Ugenoe Soon 
reached him; on which he niade a fud<fei> ^ 
retreat, and marched with^all poflibk hafte, -^ 
to join his father, who with the Soubah, ^ 
were retreated to Crfverypatam, at whkb ^ 

- place he joined him. ' I i 

' Being near the time. of. the monfoon^ *** 
or rainy feafons, they cantoncd^thdr armies,' > 
The English army alfo marched intoxani^ '\fg 
tonments at VcU<we, Wandewalh, CqdJc- ^:t 
verain, $cc, yaA'idC\^d^f. '■■''■ 

The ktter end of November the rasfls 
abated, when Hyder afiembled his forces, 
ftnd marched tnimediately .into the Eurmalt 
Valley, and inveftcd two mud forts, viz. 
Tripotore, and Vaniambady. They had 
only 500 5nglifh fepoys,. and.a few of the 
Nabob ';, to dc^d them both, although 
th<; t'nsnch author fays, there wfre ia Va- 
niamhady oqly, viz. 30 EuropcaiK^ and' 
yqop fepoys ; both .thefe places. made .very 
little reliAance^ and furrendered oa terms. 
Hytfer, aft^r putting a fufficient nwnber of 

-troops , in thefe foTj^y proceeded farther 
down the Valjey, sn^invdled Amboor, a f- 
Cpnli^rable fpriificatioia on a rock, the 

D.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 
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town (or pcttah) fituated below, and envi- 
roned with a mud wall ; Hyder foon raifed 
batteries againft the pettah, when the Efa- 
gliih officer commanding, feeing the im- 
poffibility of defending it, very prudently 
retired with his men to the upper fort, and 
immediately fent off an exprefs to the Go- 
vernor of Madras. On this the ErigHfli 
army were ordered to affemble again in the 
greateft hurry at Vellore, (except that part 
which had gone to the Southward to" 
Tritchenopoly). When the Englift were 
affcmbled at Vellore, and collefted all the' 
bullocks they poffiSly could procure, to- 
carry rrcfe, and otiicr provifions ; alfo feme 
driiught bullocks for the artillery, which' 
diey ftood in extreme need of, they march- 
ed to the relief of Arnboor. On their ap- 
proach Hyder raifed the fiege, and moved 
up the valley again. The Soubah con- 
tinued to march with his army up the Val- 
ley, as far as Coverypatam, where he en- 
camped J but Hyder, with the flower crf^ 
his army; halted at Vahiambady, where he 
took poll in a very judicious mariner, being 
D 4 * fully 
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fully determined to have a trial wi^ du 
^nglifli, with only his own troops. 
. On the 8th of December, the Englifli 
army made their appearance before Vaniam- 
bady, when they found Hyder already 
ported, his right wing being covered by 
the fort add pettah, with the river in their 
front i their left was alfo fecured by Home 
impalBible groufid, Co that the pencral vas. 
obliged to at^ck hina in jront, which was 
f^cordingty done, viz, fome guns were im- 
mediately drawn up oii the high banks pf 
the river, which was almoA dry ^ Scoca 
them they kept up !i fevere ^^re^ under 
cover of which, fome of thp army b^an ta 
crofs the river, when Hydcr's troop of 
European horfe appeane4 Qn the ^ds, ia 
the bed of the river, who mpved roroifl to- 
vrards the left t^ the £i>gliih, v^^ifi they 
j.oine4> agreeable to a plan before confi^^rted 
fey the Chevalier Saint JU»-b-^n, jKho »»a 
to have performed wonders, and would 
h^ve made th? Eogli^ Twljov^ ^ftt it was 
in his power to have bfou^t oflf the jjiajor 
part of the Europeans, dien in Uyder's' 
If rvice, but his fchpij^s proved abortive, 
It4k« 
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X takp tl^ to be the ^Ifcvaligr Sjvgeon, 
nieqtioncd by thp French ^tuthor, . ip hipL 
^ vol. pf the Hiftory of Hydcr Ally Cawn^ 
pa^ 121 to 127, v^hich ieems to me to 
t^ jbipewhat partial, therefor? thoib who. 
cijpofe to pcrufc that wprfcj wiU be able to 
form an opinion for theipfclvcs. 

By tJjis ^mc the maip bp4y of the ^- 
gUfl^ wefe in the river, when a hot firp 
conpweMcd on bpth fides, which cpntini^ 
abpve an hour, when Hyder began tp ^t 
tst^x^ leaving c»)ly a jarty, comfipipd chip|ly, ' 
qf topa^, o£tice^ by Buiopeans, wha 
were pofted in the remains f^ an 0I4 vilr. 
, Ifigff, ainong thp qaud vKalls, which tljcy 
ipaiptaified very obftinately, until th^ were, 
diflalged, when the whole, of Hydej^'s 
aro^ retreatedf. and the fort of V^iatn-r. 
I^y was pvacuated. Hyder cqndu<^ tluji. 
reUeat in a more regular manner than hp 
had «vcr done be^e. The..£4)glilh pureed 
hun £>r jpme tiipe, but pn his retre^tii^ ^ . 
judicioufly, they i^oughtit took a^vj&- 
4b]« to re^rn to Vani^t^df^, at wl^fh 
place 4)ey fema^n^ ibme days, until they. 
1^ rgc^lK^ W^f^^fP^ ?^ pcovifiqns. 

Hydcr 
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' Hyder continued his march to Covery- 
patam, where' he again joined the Soubah. 
, This was the third time of his being defeated 
by the EngHfli ; the lofs in killed and . 
wounded, on either fide, in this adlion, was 
inconliderable, in "comparifon to cither of' 
the aforementioned battles. 

Here it will not be improper to point out 
another mllUke of the French author, who, 
in the fecond volume, p. 115, lays, ** the 
** finglifli artny confifted'of 28,000 men, of 
" which 5rfX50wereEngK(h;" alfoatp.118, 
of the fame vblume, "he fays, " they had 
"200 Englifli dragoons." ■ 

Iwasprefent, and am fore that theyh^ 
not, at this (ime,' 1,000 Europeans in their 
arniy fit for 'duty, nor above 1 5,000 black- 
troops of all dertominations, and only a little 
troop of 36 dragoons, commanded by my- 
felf. 

' The fuppHes of provifions being fefely ar- 
rived, the General ordered a party of fepc^s 
into Variiambacty as a temporary garrifon,. 
then itiarched with the army towards Covc- 
lypatam, until he came in view of Hyder's. 
camp, where he encamped in a moft conve- 
nient 
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iiifint fituation, not above three miles diftant 
from - Hyder's, at which place he was foon 
rftjsr joined by the fouthern divifion from , 
Tritchenopoly. 

■Hyder, by this time, had raifed feveral 
ftrong redoubts in the front of his encamp- 
ment, mounted with cannon, and manned 
by his European troops, compofed of de- 
ferters from the diiferent European powers, 
but chiefly French ; the plain in front of 
whjdi he had caufed to be covered with 
tp'u&O' '■of very ftrong thorns, , feftcned 
do#iS ■'^e fort of ifijveiypatam on his 
T^ght^ alid a high range of hills on the 
■Jifep The Englifh did not think proper to 
;rf!Kick-him in this ftrong fituation, but re- 
niained ftiU'within fight, and atout three 
■ miles diftance. During this time, the 
Soiibah began to be heartily tired of the 
^3f, and, unknown to Hyder, fent His 
Duen, Riicana Dowla, to fet on foot a 
treaty with the Englilh, and ab'iblutely 
Wodght about a feparation of -the Soubah's 
army, from -Hyder's. The Soubah, with 
his army, marcdiid near to the Damalcherry 
PafS' Bjr this time a detachment arrived 
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tp the nor^vrard in the Circarrs, frqni 

;pengal, conii^ing of thr^ hundred wdfifit^ 
, Europeans, a^d two battalions of ^poys, 
with a proper train of artillery j with thc^ 
froops the Englilh threatened to m^ph to- 
ywds Hydera|»d» the Sp}ibah's .capit^. 
This greatly alaimed him, a;id he w»s_ glad, 
at all events, to conclude the pe|ce yri^ 
them. 

The EsgUfh army began to be in xffp^ of 
jiccj 9ad receiving ai^ accoupt of »n. e^otf. 
bciag on the march with that cppu^odit]^ 
Major Fitzgerald, tfn expenenc;9d <^cg& 
W5fs detached vyith twp 9onjpanies of gfffii^ 
^ecs, and one battalion of lepoy^, fa 09^ 
^ join and ilrengthen the ^fcort, and cqb- 
iimft it lafe to camp. 

Hyder.alfo had r?cdyed inteliigpnge (^ 
this efcortqf prov^nf, ^d hel^n^e^, ;tf 
^ hcftd of 4,000 of his befl: lywfe, ,-ftiwl 
{ome f<^yE, inarched to intercept ^, if 
po&ble; the En^ilh alio hearing of Hy^er'^ 
movcm^, fept off another &-ong.dM^ch+ 
pient, who came withiij fi^t of Hyder'^ 
p^ty near Varruor. H}nkr,.p^,this, i^^ 
^flt^waf if ho wouldatuci^ tj^jSipn, butft|d- 
1, denly 
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denly moved off and marched towards Slir- 
gapettah, at which place Major Fitzgerald 
*ras juft arrived with the efcort, which he 
had joined the day before ; on the apjwar- 
dace bf Hyder, the Major prepared for an 
attack, and. ported the efcort uirder the walls 
\r of Snrtepcttih, it being only a ifttid fort. 
"" -^ Hydcr kift no time, but imniedidtely at- 
tacked the Major, and met with a vety feverc 
. repulfe J he nevcrthelefs renewed the attack, 
but with no better fucccfs than the forma- 1 
and, after parading with his horfe fevera! 
times round the efoort ahd fort> and finding 
he couH make no impreffion, he marched 
oiF towards his camp ; and the next day the 
Major joined the other detachmfcrit with his 
efcort, and afterwards arrived fafe in the 
Englifh camp. 

Afler the Soubah's feparation, Hyder left 

{(a^ a ftrong garrifon in the fort of ^^verypatam, 

and marched with his army through the Pal- 

cotah Pafs into the Myforfe tountr^-, which 

fended the year 1767. 

In January 1768, the Etigliih army took 
the field iti two divifions; viz. one to the 
foath%vard, and the other to the northward. 
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in order to attack Hyder's dominions in dif-, 
ferent places at once ; Colond Wood had 
the command of the fouthern divifion, who 
wfas ordered to proceed to Davwnpoory aii4 
reduce that place, after which to proceed to 
Tingracotah, Atoor, and SeUm, the capiial 
places of thofe diilrifts. The northern 
divifion, commanded by Genaal Jofeph 
Smith, marched up the Valley, and ikt down 
before Coverypatam, which they ibon re- 
duced J after which the General marched 
and inverted Kiftnagurrey, the moft material 
fort in the Burmall Valley, fituated on a high 
rock, acceflible only on one fide, and that 
very difficult to afcend, he having intelli- 
gence that they had only one month's pro- 
vifions in the fort ; however, they contrived 
to make it laft longer, for they held out 
until the i ft of May, and then farrendered 
to the Englilh. During this fiege. Colonel 
Wood, with his army, had made great pro- 
grefs to the fouthward, and had taken ieveral 
of Hyder's forts, and got pofi'effion of large 
diftrids of fine fertile country. 

The Governor and Council of Madraa 

had refolved that the northern army ihould 

pais 
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pafs the mountains, and attack Hyder's do- 
minions to the northward, on which the 
General gave his opinion, that the army 
ought not to pafs the mountains, until they 
were fully prepared to "go againft Seringa- 
patam and Bengalore, Hyder's too principal 
places ; that could he get pofleflion of thofe, 
the fmaller ones would fall of courfe ; on 
the 'contrary, Ihould they determine on re- 
ducing the fmaller ones firft, the inhabitants 
of the whole country would fly, provilions 
would grow fcarce, and the troops, by being 
conftantly harrafled, (which undoubtedly 
would be the cafe) they would grow tired, 
and probably fickly ; that as long as Hyder 
could fend a fuperior body of horfe into the 
field, they could reap no advantage from the 
country dependent on thefe forts • and, of 
confequence, it would very little facilitate 
the principal end of the undertaking, viz. 
the entire reduction of Hyder. About this 
time the Englifli received intelligence, that 
the Prefidency of Bombay had fitted out an 
expedition againft Hyder on that fide, and 
that they had reduced the forts of Manga- 
lore and Onore, and had fortified the iflandj 
this 
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this was a capital diverfibn, and was attatfe- 
ing Hyder in the quarter he leaft expoSei, 
and would moft eflenitialiy ^ftrels him. 
Hyder, iminediately oh hearing this, ifiaKrh- 
cd with the principal part of his army fo 
the Mallabar coafti in order to retake Man^ 
galore and Onore. During Hyder's abfence, ' 
the Englifli.army, in July, inarched fo 
Ouflbre and took it, after which they began 
to prepare for the fiege of Behgalore : ah 
indent was accordingly fent to Madras, fot a 
complete battering train of artilleiy, amttiu- 
liition, &:c. &c. which could not reach th'e 
'army in lefs than three months. 

But to return to Hydw-/ On his approach 
to Mangalore, die Bombay detachment *erfc 
intimidated, and moft flianiefuUy Aban- 
doned their conquefts j the greateft part of 
them were made prifoners, many guns and 
ilores, and the money they had for the uie 
of the detachment was alfo takeh. This 
infamous behaviour of theirs greatly encou- 
raged Hyder's troops, and left him at liberty 
to return to defend his countiy oh this fide. 
Hyder, after railing conliderable funis of 
mon^, and feme more horfc, in tile Bid- 
denore 
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doiore country, arrived widi all poiHble 
haftc at Bengalore, with his army, on the 
aSth of Juty, where he was veiy buiy in 
putting them in the b^ order in his power. 

HithertO} the operations of the Madras 
army wzi unmoleAed> but they ibon found 
th^ had now a powerful ai^ve eaemy to 
deal with. 

In the beginning of Auguft> the Engliih 
horthern army was joined by WferraJow, a 
Mahratta chief, with about 1^500 horfe. 
On the 24th> at nightj Hyder, with a 
ftrong party, furprized and entered Morra- 
fow's campj which lay at feme little diftance 
lofthe Englifh, wi^ a morafs between themj 
a party of Englifli was immediately fent to 
his relief^ and Hyder retreated with the loTs 
of 150 of his beft men^ Morrarowwas 
woun^d himlelf in two places, and be- 
haved very bravely at the head of a Imall 
party that he had aflem^led together on the 
£rft alarm; 

Colonel Woodj who commanded the 
fijuthern army of the Englifli, and had 
taken the Selim and Coimbatore countries. 
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was now ordered to inarch to the north- 
ward, and join General Snaith's army. 
. Hyder, elated with his late fuccefs on 
tlK Mallabar coaft, marched from Benga- 
lore, with 10,000 horfe and 8,oao fepoys, 
and 14 light field-pieces,, part of which he 
had taken from the Bombay detachment, 
and took the route of Buddecotah,. through 
which pafs Colonel Wood's route lay j how- 
cver* Wood got through the pafs, and took 
poft under the walls of Buddecotah. Hydei- 
foon after, made his appearance, but did not. 
choofe to attack him; however^ after re- 
conoitriag Wood, he moved off and en-, 
camped about tweh'C miles to the northwawi. 
In the morning of the 6th of September, the 
two Engliih armies joined, and immediately 
marched, in two divifions, in queft of Hy- 
der i about nine o'clock their advahced 
guards difcovered Hyder's army drawn up 
in good order ; the Engllfli advanced to at- 
tack him with great brifknefs, but Hyder 
foon detached fome bodies of horfe, which 
moved round their lines and kept them io 
pjay;. mean, while his artillery and infantry 
drew off, which they, ^ccomplifliai liyith 
great 
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great eaie j the Englifh continued to purine 
them until three o'clock in the afternoon, 
but to no other purpoie, than to convince 
them that fallowing him was a vain, finit- 
lets attempt, Hyder's cattle being &> greatly . ' 
iuperior to thofe of the Englifh, and could 
march away from them at any time with 
the greateft &cility. 

Colonel Wood's line in the purfuit, did 
not keep that order which they ought to 
have done : a gun, and two howitzers, with 
their tlimbrils, but lightly guarded, &11 
behind,, the bullocks which drew them 
being quite cthauftcd j Hyder oblerving 
this, detached a body of horlb to the Co- 
lonel's rear, charged the party, 'and cut 
■ them to pieces— gunners, lalcars, &c. in- 
all about 170 men ; and had not the cannon 
of the Colonel's divifion been well ferved, 
he would have fuffered more, for he was 
fbme minutes furrounded on all Ades. The 
General fent a party from his diviiion, and 
recovered the gun and howitzers. 

Hyder continued to retreat, after the En- 

glifh army had halted, and encamped about 

feven miles from them. The next day, 

E 2 Colonel 
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Colonel Wood being much indU^fed, Gc-» 
neral Smith ordered Colcxiel Lang to take 
the command of that divifian> and rein^ 
forced him with two more Mttalions of fc- 
poys, and directed him to purfue Hyder» 
and bring him to an engagement, if poffible. 
The General marched with his division to- 
wards Colar, to Receive a large convoy of 
provifions, and then moved on in quell of 
Hyder. Colonel Lang ftill purfued^ hut in 
vain, Hydcr's cattle being fo for fuperior, 
as before-mentioned, which enabled him to 
play with the Englilh as he pleafed. Co- 
lonel Lang was now obliged to halt for want 
of rice. On the 15th, the General had 
advanced as far as Ramafamoodnun, and 
imtnediately fent Lang a fupply of all the 
rice he could Ipare ; finding th^ could not 
bring Hyder to an engagement, un/f/s he 
cbofe it. Colonel Lang was left with his 
divifion to watch Hyder's motions, that he 
might not, in the General's abfence, attempt 
any of their poffcffions j who marched with 
the reft of the army to efcort the Nabob of 
Arcot, Mahomet Ally, to the pafs leading 
into the Carpatic, his health not permitting. 
him 
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him to keep the field. At this time fome 
overtures from Hyder, propofing to tr^t of 
peace, detained the Nabob, and now the 
two gentlemen, deputed by the Governor 
and <!^oimcilof Madras, to ad as Field De- 
puties, came from Colar, and joined th« 
army, in order to carry on the ncgociation 
with more conveniency. Hyder's Vackeel 
•being now in the Englifli camp, who of- 
fered, in his mafter's name, to cede to (h^ 
Englifh the whole Burmall Valley, and pay 
down ten lacks of rupees, the General inti^ 
mated that he ihould alfo make the aitny^ 
prefcnt fufficient to rcimburfc tlie lofles'tht 
officers bad fuilained during the war. This 
was very fhort of the demand the Field 
Deputies made; thfy wanted the Coim- 
batore country as well as the Burmall Valky, 
and to be paid the expence of the waf^ 
amouating to upwards of 70 lacks of ru- 
pees. Thcfe demands Hyder would nol 
agree to,, and Ijis Vackeel left the camp, 
On the 3d of Oftober, Colonel Wood hav- 
ing recovered of his indifpofitfon, had joined . 
his divifion, which was at this time near 
;hc fort of Mulwagle, fituated 6n a high 
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focfc, which the ?ngU(h h*d got ppfleffion 
of by meofis o( the Killedar's attachment to 
,^e .Nabob of Af cot, having formerly been 
in his f^rvice, who.ddivered this place to 
xhercit w^ch was the only place <rf^ confc- 
.queuoe they had ^got in the Myfore country, 
0S a few mcfi couW defen4 it, and lay very 
convcoieat for proteding the convoys from 
Ae Carn^tic. A company <^ Englifh fc- 
poys, with a good careful Serjeant, was put 
in tbii fort, but; during the ab&nce of the 
way, in one of thor excurfiooe after Hyder, 
jOiie of the Field Deputies had taken on him 
<o withdraw the Seijeant and the company 
of £:poy6. And to put fome recruit fepoys of 
the Nabob's in the fort, in .their place. 
. A cmivoy of rice ijov arriving at Tylar, 
phich Cojoijfel Wood flood in great need of, 
^e mfirched his divifjon to that place for it. 
Hyd^ hAykig intdligence of this, and the 
Vtak flate that Mulwagle was left in, de- 
^dbed a firong party, who, in the dead of 
the night, afcended the rock, found the 
Nabob's fepoys aileep, and "got pofleffionof 
{he place. Colonel Wood, as foon as he 
ksif^ yf)^t h94 happened, marched imme-< 
diately 
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diately to Mulwaglc, ftormei the ptittah, 
and got poffeffion c^ it, and, at night, or- 
dered the fort on the hill to be attacked by 
two battalions of fepoys, who were repulfed, 
^ with the lofs of one of their Capfcdns, a 
Serjeant Major, and feveral fepoys killed j 
■the other Captain, with a Lieutenant and 
ifeveral more fepoys, \vounded ; this was on 
■the thicd day after the Vaekcel left the camp; 
and, on the fourth, Hyder moved with the 
whole army to the relief of Mulwa gle. On * 
Colonel Wood's firll perceiving him, he'or- 
dered a picquet to advance, to make what 
difcoveries they- could, but they impru- 
dently advanced too far, and were attacked 
and obliged to retreat near the line ; in fo 
. doing they loft two guns and their tumbrils, 
and, to prelerve this party, the whole line 
was obliged to advance j the ground was 
very rough, being interfperied with numbers 
of rocks, which the Colonel occupied. 
Hyder now prefled on with a refolution h^ ■ 
had never Ihewn before, whofe horfe fur- 
rounded his infantry, and threatened to cut 
down any of tlie fepoys that gave way, they 
advanced on the Engliih with eight pieces of 
, E 4 cannon, 

/ _ r.:,t.:f:U«G00glc 



72 THE LIFE OF 

cannon, and a continual looTe fir^ of muTr 
quetry; however, the Colonel maintained 
his polition till two o'clock (Hj^der having 
firft appeared about ten), when finding Hy- 
der,, from his fuperior num,bers, had quite 
furrounded him, and poiTcHed too much act- 
vantage in the ground, he retreated about 
half a mile to a pofitlon more advantageous, 
relblutely contendiiig with Hydcr. During 
'this movement, Hyder continued to prefs 
on, his artillery was now become fuperior ta 
the Englifli, firing from twdye pieces of 
cannon, feme part of them being fo clofe, 
that the Engliih ufed their bayonets; the 
ground was full of rocks, and each being 
contended for, thus the action continuef^ 
till near fun-let, when the Captain who had 
been wounded the night before, and was lef^ 
with 500 fepoys to keep pojleffion of die 
pettah, inarched out and joined Colonel 
Wood, beating, the grenadiers march: 
Wood's troops thought they had been the 
advanced guard of General Smith's divifion, 
which put them in fuch high fpirits, that 
they gave a general huzza. Hyder, whq 
was likewife deceived, prdered his army tq 
retreat 
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ECtreat (thus ended this adjon), leaving Co-t 
. lonel Wood in full pofleffion of the ^eld rf 
battle. Hyd^ Iqft about 1,000 /men, 
among whom were fome of his heft icpoy 
pfEcM'fi, and a great number of horfemen. 
Colonel Wood loft two Captains, and twp 
/ubalterns killed i one Captain apd two fubr- 
jJteras ^younded j ajwut eighty private Eu-. 
Topcans, apd upwards of 300 fcpoys, killed 
jmd wounded, bcfides fome qf the Nabob> 
(epoys. 

During this engagement Hydpr's artillery 
was managed with equal fkill, and fired a^ 
briflcly as thofc of the Englifli, a circum- 
fhnce never experienced before from any qf 
thi; country powers ; it was occafipned ^ 
follows : Ibme time before the Englifh bat- 
^ions of fepoys had fwo fmall brafs thfe&r 
pounders attached tQ ea^h battalion, an4 
■yvere managed by fepoys, whp were taught 
by the European gunners, which gave them 
great confidence, and they became extremely 
fond of learning the gun exercife, and were 
jilmoft as expert at it as the Europeans them- 
fclves ; many of the Englifli fepoys had dc* 
(crted tq Hydcr on accpuht of the fcarcity of 
provifionSj, 
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provifions, amongft whom were fome of 
Aofe artillery fcpoys, and were the very men 
iliat managed hi« guns in die late engage- 
ment. 

Hydcr now marched his army^ and &.t 
down before Miargamully; the Englifh army ' 
marched in two divifions to its relief, but oh 
their approach, Hydcr moved oiF. As 
MargamuUy was thought of that confc- 
quence that the army ftiould march to its 
relief, the General thought proper to put it 
in a better ftatc of defence than it was 
before ; and clearly perceiving, that to fol- 
low Hyder, in order to bring him to a de- 
cifive aiftion, was a fruitl'efs attempt, and 
could anfwer no end; but, on the contrary, 
only harrafs and reduce the army, wliich 
were already very fickly, and a dcfertion 
among the fepoys that grew very alarming, 
Qceafioned by the badnefs and fcarcity of 
rice, refolved therefore to halt the army here, 
until provifions were put into the fortj 
which took him from the 19th to the 29th. 
Diirjng this time, . he reprefentcd to the 
Field Deputies at Cohir, the neceffity of 
adopting fome other method of carrying on 
the 
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:l^ wnx f but the^ infixed' on adhering t^ 
the former plan ; he then inarched the ajmjr 
a^n in qucft of Hyder, who, at times, 
woidd fuffer hini to come ahuoft withi^ 
cannon fhot of thesfi, and would then mov^ 
off with cafe. Hyder having, by thefe feints, 
drawn them to a conHderable diftancc thro' 
the country, one night moved off with his 
army to Colar, at which place the Nabob 
and the two Field Deputies refided, where 
he cannonaded fome iepoys that were en- 
pacipcd without the. fort walls, and drove 
them ui, which greatly aknned the Depu- 
ties and the Nabob. On the 7th of Nor. 
vember the anny came near Colar, 'an4 
Hyder ret^ated as uiiial ; from the 7th ttt 
^e 14th nothing was undertaken on ac- 
count of the heavy rains. On this day the 

. army p^archefl to eCcort the Nabob to the 
Carnatic. 

The little efFe<3: the operations had to- 
wards terminating the war, and all the fan- 
guifie ex;pe£tatipns the Deputies had c(»i<< 
ceiyed of reducing the Myfore country, 

* begjjining to vanifli, diey themfelves grew 

odious to the whok army. When a mc^ 

furs 
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fore happens to mifcarry, the peribn at the 
head "of the executive part fe fure to be cen-r 
■ fiired; fo it was with the General. Thtt 
l>eputle3 endeavoured to throw the odium 
"pf the feilure of thdr owfn idle, vain» and - 
indigefbd plans, on him,, who had always 
been averfe to thenij and, like all other 
'perfens in their fltuation, wanted to have, 
feme odicr peribn at the head of the army. 
In order to do this, they took a moft ex- 
traordinary ftep. The Deputies were dif- 
continued, and the General invefted with 
the direction of the army in the Myfore 
country j provided he would point out any 
operation that could anfvwr the expences of 
the war, and would vrarrant the intention 
of the Company in undertaking this cxpCt 
tfition. 

Jf he would not point out fuch opcra- 
^on, in that cafe, to go to I^adras, that 
they might confult him regarding their fu- 
ture operations. It was now too late to in- 
vert him with fuch a power, for they had 
ilready ovcrfliot themfelves, and it was out 
of his power to point out any niethod equal 
to their cxpeiftations. 

The 
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. The General, therefore, agreeable to their 
tjdcrs, left the army to the command of 
<foloii*l Wood, which he plainly law wag 
■what they were, endeavouring to bring 
about J having, from his fucceiTes to the 
fouthn^ird, concaved an hi^ idea af his 
^ilities. 

Hyder, who had more than dnce punifh- 
oi the Colonel for want of that regularity, 
which dways gave the EngUfh znay die 
advantage over his numbers, - eDtertEuncd- 
quite a difierent opinion of himj and he 
had often declared^ ai. reported fropi godd' 
authori^, that he would engage Colond 
Wood> with the ivhole of the Englifli 
army, if he could once meet him at the 
head of it. 

. At the time the General marched to 
efcort the Nabob into the Carnatic, he re- 
inforced Wood's divifion with the. 2d re- 
gimentof Europeans, and a battalion of fc- 
pc^s, which made his divifion at leaft two 
two thirds of the whole army. The Ge- 
neral then proceeded to Madras, and left. ■ 
the command of his diyifion ^o Major Fitz- 
Gerald. 

• When 
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When Hydcr retreated from Colu-,- he 
i%arehed and laid Dege to Oul^te, ai>d 
bad rajfed fome batteries againft it. Whea - 
G<^orteI Wctod marched to its relief, h« 
todk with him two fine brafs eigfite&n 
pounders irom Colar, and on his arrival at 
y. a place called Bangalore, about eighteen — ->. 
miles from OoiKjtc, he ordered thofe two tKi' 
gans, with all the ftores, baggage, and r^^^ 
bazzar, together with all the followers of if^ 
the army, into the pettah of Baugalore. ^^ 
On his approach to Ouffore, Hyder with- ^ 
drew from before the place, and made an ^ 
appewancc, as if he intended to Come to ' f* 
a^cm J a ievoe cannonade commenced, £^ 
but Hyder fooa drew off, and taking a cir- 
cuit, arrived that night at Baugalore, he "^^ 
fkmncd and got pofleiKon of the pett^, p^ 
and maflacred between two and three- thou- ^^ 
fand men, women,' and chUdren, took the a^ 
* two eighteen pounders, and all the ftorcs, ?:^^ 

bazzar, and baggage 6f the army, with: "■**.^ 
upwards of two thoufend draught and car- ^' 
riage bullocks. On intelKgence of this, ,Js^ 
Wood marched back to Baugalore, which v^ 
he found irt a -moft miferablc fituation.' ^ 
, . Having 
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Having; loft every thing, it became neee^Surf 
to return to Colar ; he therefore marchad 
the next day for that place. On his march 
thither,. Hyder made his appearance, z.- 
cannonade enfued, and i<nne mufquetry \va& ■. 
fired on both fides, but no very . clofe ac- 
tion came on. Hyder had divided his army 
into finall columns, who fiirfounded them ; 
his ai-tillery likewife played on them from 
ibme high grounds, whenever he could, 
bring his guns to bear, and with his horfe 
impeded their ^march until night, when 
Hyder dre^ of his army. The Colon^ 
encamped about three miles from Hyder, 
and at one o'clock that morning marclwd. 
again j but Hyder was refolved that he 
Ihould not give him the flip, fo imm«liate- 
\y put his troops in motion, and appeared 
in the Colonel's rear by two o'clock; 
however. Wood continued his march in 
two lines, the front and rear guards being 
ordered to cover the intervals between the 
two lines, fo in faift, they formed an ob- 
long fquare j what trifling ftores they had 
left, and Morrarow's horfe were placed in 
the centre i Hyder 's parties harraflcd them- 
all 
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Cp a continual fire from their guns and 
£iull anns to keep them offl The next 
day Hyder's parties intercepted them as the 
day before, and cannonaded them from 
every high ground they came to; the Co- 
looel's march of courfc being vefjr flowi 
About eleven o'clock in the mornings he 
encamped among fome rpcfcs, at the foot of 
a high rangeof mountainSi f(»ining a ftrong 
poftj and difficult of acccfst Hyderj how- 
ever, got pofleffion of fome high ground 
in the front, and enclofed him in his poft» 
and cannonaded any of his people that 
fhewed themfelves from behind the rocksi 

Major Fitz-Gendd had marched back 
from the pafs with his divifion, and an ef- 
cort of rice, who by his fpies had heard of 
the Baugalore ai^ir, and on hib mArch alfo 
heard the cartnonading j who, on his arrival 
at Colar> ordered all his heavy baggage^ 
with the convoy of rice, into that place, 
and then continued his march to relieve 
Colonel Wood* On his appearance Hyder 
drew off his army, and the Major joined 
Wood the lame evening about five o'clock j 
and 
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ind found hiirt in the greateft diftrcfs, be- 
ing in defpair, without proviiions, and fur- 
rounded by a viftorious enemy. Had not 
the Major fo feafonably arrived, fome fatal 
eonfequenees mufl: have enfued. Wood's 
Jois the two days did not amount to more 
than five European officers killed and 
wounded, with about twenty-four private 
Europeans, and two hundred fepoys ; but 
his troops had loft all confidence, and were 
in the grcatcft dejedion. After getting 
fome fupplies from Colar, the whole army 
once more encamped on the plain, and 
m(»red towards Hyder, who by this time 
had heard that the Nabob had returned to 
the Carnatic, and that General Smith was ., 
called to Madras. Hyder imrtiediately 
eame to a refolution to attempt the recovery 
of the Burmall Valley, and the Coimba- 
tore countries. While preparations were 
making for this, Hyder led the Englifii a 
circuit back by Bangalore, then he croffed 
the country towards Oi^flcotah» and fronj 
. thence to Colar. Things being now pre- 
pared he fet out on his expedition. 

F. .,. A few 
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A few days after General Smith's amvaF 
at IVkdras, be received accouqta from Ma- 
jpr Fkz-Gerald of the iite u&happy aflaJe 
at Baugalore, &c, Thi* threw the Go-;- 
vernor and Council into the greateit con- 
fternation^ (he more Co, as they had no ac- 
counts from Colonel Wood^ whofe conduit 
was now fo much difepproved ©f^ that they 
^{leFcd him to refign the commriul of 
fhe arniy to Cc^neH Lang, and'^br^with 
repair to Madras. Lang found hirafelf 
under great difficHloes what meafures ta 
purfue-j after deUberatlng fome tkne,- he 
detached Majsr Fit2-Gerald, with about 
two-thirda ©f the effedivc part sf the army^ 
k> follow Hyder,- who by this time had got 
nine (kys ftart of bim.. 

Be£:>re I proceed any ^ther with thi» 
detail, it will be neceffary to take feme no- 
tice of tlie fituation of the l«mtherB cen* 
quef^. At the -time thofe countries, felk 
into the hands of the Englifh, they abound- 
ed with the grcatcft p^ty of grain,, cattle^ 
and provilions of every kind, Moftof the 
forts in the Valley, and Selim countiy^ 
were garrifoiKd by the Nabob's trcjopSjWho- 
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were very badly paid, and as badly difci- 
plined, and the country put under the di- 
fedion of his managers; in the Coimba- 
.tore coufMry there were a few erf" the Com- 
pany's owA troops aloog with thofe <^ tbe 
Nabob. 

Hyder fiadiag this province was X'eh with 
So few tr9ops in it, had ient one of his prin- 
cipal o^kxrs» Meer Pbauzaliy Cawn, widi 
a detachment, to attempt the recovery of 
it. He had forced the Guzzatta pa6, and 
had obtained £>nie adyantf^es in the pro- 
viocc ; on whida foune £ngli:& troops were 
af^mbled at Tritchenopoly, and fent for 
the protedion of that cojmtry, under the 
command of Colonel Friefhman. 

The iixbabitants c& tjte fort of Coimba- 
tore, being dlfi^tlafied at the opprefHon of 
the Nabob's managers, armed thenifelres, 
aftd znailacced ti^ greateft ^t of the gar- 
rifon ; amongA ithofe that &I1 was a Mr. 
HaniiJ,t(»i, the pay-mafter. The few that 
made their efcape, were. affembled at Eroad j 
when Colonel Friefliman arrived there, he 
found the garrifon withtwt provifions, and 
by iooie great mifipiaaagement, the greatcA 
F 2 fcargliy 
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fcarcity of grain in the whole country. 
The Colonel went immediately to Carrouf 
to procure grain, and finding his health in 
a bad ftate^ went to Tritchenopoly, and 
the command refted with Captain Orton. 

But to return to Hyder. When he enter- 
ed the Valley, he fpread a rq>ort, that the 
Nabob was runaway, and the General gone 
to M^ras ; and dbat he had beaten the 
English army, and taken their guns ; and 
threatened the fevereft vengeance on all thole 
who would not fubmit to his tyranny. 

The Nabob's troops, as I bare befort 
obferved, were badly p^d, they therefore 
made no refiftaoce. On Hyder's appear- 
ance amongft them, the forts of Daram- 
pore, Tingcracotah, Wambanmore, Attoor, 
Selim, and Nankull, all fubmitted without 
firing a gun, or retarding him a day: 
Hyder then Cioffed the river Cavery, about 
thirty miles to the weft of Tritchenopoly, 
and marched to Carrour, which alfo fub- 
mitted to him without refiftance, from 
whence he marched to Eroad. On his 
march thither, a detachment Capt; Orton 
Had fent after proviiipns, who not having 
proper 
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proper mtelligcnce, fell in with the van 
guard cf his army unawares. This detach- ' 
mcnt defended themfelves with the greateft 
bravery imaginable, ' until the major part of 
them were cut to pieces, wh(jn the furviying 
few furrendered themfelves prifoners of war j 
they confilled of fifty Europeans, and five 
companies of lepoy^. The next day Hyder 
arrived before Eroad, 'and fummoned the- 
place i Capt. Orton having received Hyder's 
promife • to let him return, >ya8 fpplift 
enough to go out of th? fort hipifejf, tw 
capitulate ; fome difficulties arifing, he 
panted to return, but Hyder defined him. 
The next morning Captain Orton agreed to 
terms, and fent orders to the fenior o§icer 
in conupand to march out the troops, and 
deliver up the fort j- which orderwas obeyed, 
^.nd the whole were made prifoner^. Thp 
garrifon fopfiftcd of two hundred Eurp- 
peans, two battalions and a half of ie- 
poys, five hundred of the Nabob's horfe, 
and fome of hisfepoysj bcfides the batter- 
ing train of artillery ufed by Colonel Wood 
to reduce this country, confifting of eight 
pispcs, 9f cannon, fome mortars^ flipt and, 
; - ■ F 3 fl^eUs, 
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lliells; fomc fieW ^eccs, and iilt tfec maf- 
qnets fe^Aging to the three batt^ionS in 
^is pfovinee, all wJrich now fell int6 Hy- 
der'9 hondt. 

Major FH2>GefaW *iflj hrs drrlfit^, 
*feo had fe^kwcd Hyder with all poffiblft 
haftc, had Ae mortification of finding that 
every ibrt in his way had fiift-emfcrtd, aiut 
■fras garrifoned fey Hyder's troops. Oiv 
Ais arrival at NankuH he learnt the fate of 
Eroad ; he therefore movfcd down ,to 
Tritchenopoty, to cover that place, which 
was, by being drained of almoft all its gar- 
rMbn, in danger; and- had Hyder, inftead 
■ erf* turning to Cafrour, gone down to 
Tritchenc^y, h6 certainly would have 
got poffcfiioft of it. The Major, on Jiis 
arrival near Tritchcnopoly, ient off a batta- 
Kon of fepc^ to Madara, which place was 
alfo in want of troops ; thus ended the 
year 176S. 

• Hyder, after rtmaining ibmc time at 
Eroad, moved towards the Carnatic, leav- 
ing Meer Phauzidly Gai^"n to cany on the " 
war to the fouthwird, i-,n4 to penetrate 
into the Madara and Tenevellcy countries . 
Hyder 
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Hydcr mirched by Terriore, which place 
iriic Nabob's troops abandoned ; and oa 
entering the Tritchenopolj bounds, began 
to burn, plunder, and deiiroy every thing 
in their power. Major Fitz-Gerald, whofc 
Jjarty was confiderably weakened by detach- 
ments, fickncfs, and defertion, moved to- 
wards Outatore, to prevent Hyder's palling 
40 the northward. Hyder, however, fooii 
^fter appeared near this place, and at night 
moved off to the eaftward. 

The Governor and Coizncil ef Madras, 
4)eing now more peaceably inclined, fent a 
letter to Hyder, offering to treat of peace. 
Hyder, on his march the day after, palling 
£hc Major at Outalorq, fent to him, and 
acknowledged the receipt of the Governor 
and Coundls' letter, and dejired he would 
fend ibme trufty perlbn to himj an officer 
was accordingly fent. The Englilh army 
Jiow moved to Volcondah,, and Hyder's 
jnovcd on the banke of the. river Coleroon, 
to the boundaries of the Tanjore country- 
Hyder now fignified to the officer that was 
fent to hifta, his feadinefs to make jwace 
with the Englilh Company, and defked that 
F 4. aperfoQ 
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a perlbn veiled with full power, might be fent 
to treat with him; and alfo wrote to the Go- 
rernor to the iame effed. Hydcr, however, 
never gcaied fuming and deftroying the 
country. While he lay near Tanjore, hq 
obliged the King, (or Rajah) to give him 
four lacks of rupees, which, as foon as he 
01-.ICftNi?A received, he moved towards Volcond^, 
ftill burning the villages wherever his troops 
appeared. Major Fitz-Gerald was gone 
nearer Cuddalore for rice. Mr. Andrews, 
one of the Council, was now appointed to ■ 
go and treat with Hyder j and the Board 
prevailed on General Smith to take again 
(he command of the army. Dircdions- 
were now lent to Major Fitz-Gerald to 
move towards Chittapet ; and alfo a detadi- 
ment from Colonel Lang's divifion to 
march to the fame place, where the Gene-^ 
ral alfo arrived, and took the command 
on the ift of February, 1769. The Coun- 
cil had wrote to Hyder, propofing to him, 
for the Englifli ^rmy to lay near Tiagar,^ 
and his to go through the Attoor Pafs, 
during the conference. This Hyder rejedt- 
cd, and fent tlie Council word, that Wan- y( 
dewalK 
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jiewafh and Conjcveram would be more 
fonveriient. Hyder nqw made a circuii|| 
>vith his army tq the eaftvrard, and thea 
turned towards Pondicherry, The Gene^ 
ral moved biy the way of -Ruttlegramon to- 
wards him, on which he returned back for 
Tiagar. The Englifli army heing now at 
Trivenellore, Mr. Andrews came to them ■ 
at that place, from whence he went tcf 
riyder's camp. The General wrote tp 
Hyder, that if he chofe to remain nea^ 
Tiagar during the conference, he would 
nwch the Englilh army to Chittapc^ 
wl^ich was accordingly done. 

Hyder now in his turn was very .higji • 
jn his demands, whereupon Mr. Andrew? 
agfeed to carry thofe demands to Madras, 
^d that a celTation of arms ihould take 
place for twelve days j and it was further 
agreed, that Hyder 's army ihould lay about 
half vmy between Gingee ajid Pondichenyj 
^d the Englifh army fhctuld march, to Ar- 
got, or Conjeveram ; to which the Gene-^ 
ral obje<acd, that Hyder fhould be fo near 
Pondicherry, as the French were his friends. 
However, Hyder moved with his a^my. to 
the 
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fed part affigned hhn ; when two French 
iWtinftUors, with prefcnts fmm Poniicher* 
ty, waited on Mm, and a grand houfe was 
fitted ftp at that place fca- tlK receptbn of one 
<tfhii pfincipal officers; and, during Hy- 
det's flay in tht Carnatic, a communicatioii 
m* fcept up between him and the French, 
¥rho bought ihc cattk, and an^ thing -elfc 
his army had plundered the country o^; 
itttd likewife furnifhsd him wi^ -all the' 
iheccflarics he wanted. 

- Hyder's demands not being folly agreed 
to, the General nwved towards him with 
the Engliih army, "and he retreated back 
to Trircllore ; the General dien marched 
tb Ruttlegramon, and detached an elcort to 
Oifigee for rice. ' - 

■ Hoftilities having commenced afrefh, 
and the whole country in flames, •& body of 
)ffyder's harfe now hovwcd round the 
Englifh, and the only difadvantage they 
ftificfed on this account, was the difficulty 
of (Obtaining intelligence of Hyder's mo- 
tions, 

Hyder now threatened to fet fire to the 

iDWa of Madras; that is, what is called 

- the 
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tl« Bl*ck Town. The General (left Hy- 
tte- l^«wd give him the Hip) ordered Co- 
lottci Laiig;, with his divilion, fej lay at 
Gonjevefam, whieh then eonfifted only ' of 
three hundred Europeans, two battalions of 
fepoys, and Mc|(raroW'6 horfe. The day 
that the aforementioned- efcort march«i to 
Gingee for rice, Hy^er made a forced marcK 
from Trivallore, and arrived near Perma- 
ooil. The General, who had intelligence 
of him that night about one o'clock, im- 
rfiediately marched after him, and about 
nine o'clock in the morning, difcovered 
Hydcr's army o"n their march towards Alam- 
purvey. Hyder was much difconcerted at 
his being difcovered, and feemed undeter- 
mined whether he ihould turn towards Pon- 
dicherry, or continue his route to the north- 
ward ; he at length continued die latter. 
The Englifh ted a long march, and it vras 
fo^very hot, tlwtitwus neceOary to encamp 
during the heat of the day. About foup 
in the everang they marched again, taking 
their route by Garrangoley; and about te» 
in the evening received fome account of 
Hyder's route ; who, after continuing i^ 
about 



3.n.iized by Google 



91 THELIFEOP 

about eight miles north on the Madras road^ 
fiiddcnly changed it, arid ftruck off to the 
•left, up the country ; Hyder b^ing appre^ 
■Jienlive, that if he kept the lower road to- 
'Vvards Madras by the lea-fide, he fliould be 
forced into an adion, or, in all probability, 
lofe all his baggage. As Hyder had changed 
}u& route, and taken the upper road towards 
Madras, the Englifh army moved on towards 
Conjevcram, to fuppprt Lang's divifion, 
which was very weak, in ?afe he Ihould 
come that way. Hyder moved towards 
Arcot, and fuddenly changed his route to 
Gingce. The General then moved to Wan- 
4twaih, and directed Lang to follow with 
his divifiop. puring this, a detachment 
had arrived at Madras from the Circarrs, 
which, was thought 9, fuflicient diefence for 
the Black Town. Colonel Lang was now. 
prdered with his diyifion to TrinomaJIy, 
and to intercept the intercourfe betwe^ 
Hyder's army a^id the Myfore country. 

Hyder now marched towards Cuddalore 

and threatened that place, and fome of his 

parties abfolutely entered the bounds, but 

did little damage. On th^ appearance of the. 

General, 
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General with his armyj Hyder moved to 
Villeporam, and the General tblloWed him 
as far as Riunbacunii where he received in- /^.ra/)L 
telligencc that Hyder, at the head of 6,ood 
horfe, and a few of his beft fepoys/ had 
, 'marched that ' morning and paHed through 
Trivanallore, and that the reft of his army, 
with all his bazzar and baggage, with the 
fick and wounded, were ordered to go by 
Tiagar, and proceed through the Attoor 
Pafs ; the General then ordered Colonel 
Lang to tfy to cut off this party, if poffible, 
and prevent them from entering the Pafs ; 
the General then took the neareft route for 
Madras. 

Hyder marched with his. party from Ville- 
y poram to Tenneyannum before he halted* 
being forty-five miles, and arrived at St; 
Thomas's Mount, about feven miles weftof r'lt'^* » 
Madrasj on the 29th of March. He immeT^ '- -■ " -■'-i 
diately wrote to the Governor, acquainting 
him, that he was come in perfon to treat of 
peace, and defired that Mr. Dupre might be 
fent out to him, and that theGovernorwouId 
fend immediate orders to flop General Smith 
with 
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witli Iiis army from 8|^q^ching n<!»r Ma* 
dras. 

Hyder» in this laft undeirtaJung, laid him-r 
IBf more op?i» than he ima^iied, or had 
Am^ duriog th^ whdJe Wiu- ; as he knev^ 
BOidung of Coloft^l Lang's fnov'uag towards , 
TritclKnppoly, odi«Tvii? he never w0vfM, 
luLve ient his canhoo, $cc. th$ roijt? he had 
«bne; but» by -good l^ick* they efcaped 
Arough the Pais. 

When Hydcr arrived at St. Thomas's^ 
J^smtt, he had marched 1 30 miles in thre? 
days.azul ^ half; his horfes and meo con&- ' 
^leadyncKgready&tigued. TheEngli^} 
1had then doing duty in Madras abjout 4C0 
Eocc^xsuis and 2,300 iiepoys, aod a Aeld 
train of artillery ready fitt»d ; nererth^^* 
Ae Coyemor and Council, inftead of or* 
dering out tfaofe troops, to attack Hyder, 
Tt^iich they might have done on the firft , 
night with fefety> while his people were fo 
very much &tigued, fcnt a peremptory grtJcf 
for the General to halt his anny whoever 
diat order fhould mecf him. Mr. Dupre 
accordingly attended Hyder's fummpns at 
ibe Mount, and Hyder forwarded the Go- 
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yernor and Councils' order to Geije^ Snil^ 
by one of his own -CariKitic hircaj^s, or 
fpics, who, miftaking the road the Gcno^ 
was advancing on, did not deliver the ktto' 
to hiqi until be arrived at Vaodoloic ^e'jift 
of March, about ten miks from the iMUiunt. 
Hyder was much aUrmciil at bis near a^-n 
proach, and defired that tibe Gj^tenl mi^ 
be ordered back at the (UBaoQc «f tw^es 
eoTs, or thirty-Ax miks &Qm ham* Ths 
Madiias Board imf ^s& wkr aceordiogjyi 
but the Gaicral, mi thkikipg proper $» 
cwnply lyirij it, r^udwd wilh the mrvf 
where he was. Hyder feud»ig the Gen^;^ 
would not move ^p. ^d apt tbb^iog i( 
&& to flay himielf fi> aor^ he easff^htA h^ 
party afaoait e^t nuJies to the north weft of 
Madraa^ ^nd ih^ Board not kB0v?mg bi^ 
iatentioas, vrofie to tbe Gcsub:^ to ssm9 
aeam- with the aimy w^ the gxesfiefl @^- 
ditiop ;. Che General obeyed i bvt ^ B$>^ 
being informed by Hyder, itbatbebad«9K^ 
diifted bis parly to a more conveweot ffot of 
ground, the General had another order jt?i 
bait, which be did near die Mount. 

. Tba 
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. The treaty of peace was foon concluded;" 

and, on the 4th of April, 176^; wasiigned 

and fealedj which redounded to Hydcr's 

honor, who, at the head of a few horfe* 

could di£t^te to the Board of Madras, and 

' ■ force them into his own terms ; had they 

ihiJiii hj- the opinion of General Smith> 

j gh » was for carrying on the war a little 

* i longefj ai'he well knew, by^racperiencej 

/ and the knowledge he poiTefled/si^ Hyder's 

a^irs, tthwh were then in a delperate fitua- 

. 1 tion;/i» that he coald not poffiblyhave re- 

/ inaincd any time in the Carnatic, and> of 

courfe, would have been glid to have ac- . 

cepted bf any tcrihs/iiwf might have made 

a more honOitfable peace. 

Hyder Ally having made a peace with tiw v 
ErigUlhj as bdbre noticed, enjoyed himfdlf 
in pcrfefl: tranquillity, until the year 1770; 
During this interval, he got the afiairs of 
his country regulated, 'and eveiy thing to-; 
lerably well fettled. 

As happinefs in this life iS but of ihort 

duration, fo it "happened to Hyder. , In the 

latter end of the year 1770, he was vifited 

by an army of Mahrattas, confiiling of 

60|Ooa 
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60,000 borfe and about 20,600' infeiitry, 
with a few finall field pieces, very badly 
manned, under the command of Trimbucb 
Mama, uncle to the Pefwar, or chief Mah- i, -. . 
ratta, as Mahaderow, the other chiefs was JnciJ^at 
left at Poona, their capital, in ill health. 

Trimbuch Mama, as he marched through 
thefuttherpartsof Hyder'sdominion*, feizcd 
on every fort fituate in the plains, except Ben- 
galore, and carried fire and fword through 
every difl:ri<a:, to. the utter ruin of the mi- 
fctable inhabitants- 

Hyder, too weak in cavalry to oppofe 
this torrent, contented himfelf with fecuring 
a ftrong pofition, a few miles from Seringa-. 
patam, his capital. His army then con- 
fifting of about 8,Qoo choice cavalry, 1 3 ,000 
fepoys, well armed with European firelocks, 
and an exceeding good train of field artillery v 
well appointed. Hem he watched every op- 
portunity of foiling on the Mahratta detach- 
ments, who were foraging and plundering, 
and he generally gained advantage fronithefe 
exploits. 

Morrarow, an old Mahratte cHef, wTia 

iBias, in the late war, in alliance with the 

G EngUfla 
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Engliflj (and whofe camp Hydcrilormcd), 
did not forget his treatment ; having now 
joined his army to that of Trimbuch Mama, 
and offered 10,000 rupees to any one of his 
men that would bring.Hyder's head to him. 

Morrarow had ftrenuoufly advifed Trim- , 
buch Mama to fend -forward thefe detech- 
ments near Seringapatam, by way of lure to 
Hyder, in order ttcncourage him to leave 
the ftrong pofition he had remained in for 
near eight months. This fucceeded to their 
wifh i Hyder, though wary enough at other 
times, was now thrown off his guard ; for 
he being elated with the fcvcral late trifling 
fUcccffes over the Mahrattas' fmall detach- 
ments, was, by degrees, drawn to a confi- 
derable diftance from his capitd > from 
whence he dr^w all his provifions. This 
was juft what the Mahrattas wanted. 
TiviWfti.'fic Trimbuch embraced the opportunity, and 
immcdiatdy detached a powerful body of his 
troops to get between Hyder and Seringa- 
patam, while the main of the anny hovered 
round his front, fo that he could not move 
without being difcovercd. Proviiion in his 
catPp nQW grew fi:arce, and he found, when 
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too kte, that be had been decoyed be}roQ4 
me line of prudence, and no altern^^ve re- 
mained but to give them the flip, if poflible, 
OT to fight his way back ; the firft was 
icarcely to be done,-as the number of parties 
the Mahrattas had out, night and day, made 
it next to a miracle for him to efcape. 

It being now September 1771, Hyder 
having made the neceflary difpofitions of his 
army, and formed the whole in a fquare, 
began his march about midnight, and en- 
tered early in the morning on a plain, at 
Ibme miles diAant from his capital. The 
JMahrattas were round him ds fobn as day 
dawhal, and harraflcd him without inter- 
miflion j this occafioned many halts, but 
the vivacity of his guns kept the Mahrattas 
at a diftance, until he had proceeded a con- 
fiderable length. Unfortunately for Hyder^ 
in his front, at feme diftan:ce, ilooda large 
rock in the plain, and his infantry being 
tired at the frequent charges repeatedly made 
by the Mahratta cavalry, and the front of 
his column thinking they could gain the 
rock in fefety, fet their faces towards it with ' 
a very qiaek ftep. Hyder £iw, in the in- 
G 2 ftant. 
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ftant, the fatal confequences of this rafh 
movement, and exerted every power to pre- 
vent it, but in vain ; for the men, dead to 
his reproaches, his intreaties, and threats, 
moved on haftily, his column became open 
in feveral places, and the rear, even at a 
run, could not keep up. 

The Mahrattas no fooner percdved the 
confufion of Hyder's troops, than the whole 
body of their cavalry charged him fword in 
hand, and, in a few minutes, Hyder's army 
were cut in pieces, except a few, with 
whom he made his efcapc to Seringapatam. 
AH his baggage, guns, camp equipage— 
his beft officers^ and 13,000 of his veferan 
infantry, fell a facrifice to the indifcrction 
and want of fortitude in the van o£ Us co- 
lumn } for had they perfifled in moving on 
in clofe order, iii all probability they would 
have reachwl their deftination. 

This was a terrible blow to Hyder, who 
found himfcif tinder the walls of his capital, 
without an army, without refources, and 
without an ally or friend, to whom he could 
look to for aid in this moft critical hour of ■ 
his life i but dcfpondcncy was ever a ftranger 
to 
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to him, and though he iaw himfeif cooped ■ 
up in his capital, his country intirely defo- 
kted by the enemy, and moft of his forts in 
their pofleflion, ftill he did not give way to 
defpair, but placed his confidence in that 
fortune which had ever fupported him in 
many trying and ahnoft infurmountable dif- 
ficulties. 

- The Mahrattas followed him clofe, and 
(hut him up in Seringapatam j that was all 
they could do : for, having neither the art, 
or materials, for carrying on a fi^;e, they 
could only blockade the city, and prevent 
provifion, or troops, from entering it. 

In thefe circumftances, Trimbuch Mama 
wrote, in the moft preffing terms, to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and to Mr. Dupre, 
then Governor of Madras, for a- body of 
Englilh troops and great guns, to reduce 
Hyder's capital, and entirely to crufli him. 

The Nabob moft ftrenuoufly fupported - 
the requeft of Trimbuch, but Mr. Dopre 
oppofed it, on the faith of the late treaty of 
peace concluded with Hyder in 1769 j who 
alfo called on Mr. Dupre for affiftance againft 
the Mahrattas, who, for very good reafons, 
G 3 wrote 
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Wotc feir letters to each, but refolved to 
wd neither. 

The Mahrattas, who^ f<w near two years, ' 
had carried fire and fwbrd into every part of ■ 
Hyder's donunionfi^ and, by dieie means, 
had driven the inhabitants from the whole 
country, ibund themielves extremdy di- 
ftrefledforprovifions; and, finding no ho|)CS 
of any fuccours from the Carniatic, with- 
drew their army from before Scringapatam, 
and retired northward, croiled the river 
Kiilna, and fo on to their own country, 
where Mahadcrow's death ibon happened, 
and occafioned fuch civil diflcntions amongft 
the chiefs of Poona as did not fubfide for 
many years; and to thefe civil broils and 
difcords of the Mahrattas, Hyder was in- 
debted for all his fucceeding glory. , 

The inihnt the Mahrattas turned their 
backs on him, he moved out of Scringa- 
patam with what force he could colleft, and 
marched towards Bengalore, gathering rein- 
forcciflents as he proceeded, from thoie few 
forts, which, from their fituation on moun- 
tains, had efcaped the 'enemy. 

Ho 
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He then, in turn» attacked rfiofe fortfi 
the Mahrattas had poffeffed thcmfclvcs of, 
fo that in a little time he rid his country of 
thefc deftnidive freebooters. 

fly thefe means he foon reftored tranquil- 
lity to his territories, and, after giving every 
encouragement to the miierable inhabitants,, 
to return and rebuild their villages, and to 
commence the cultivation of their lands^ 
turned his whole thoughts towards his army, 
in order to get it reinftated as foon as pof- 
fible. , 

It is .aAonilhing to relate, that only after 
a few years peace, this man, from his abi- 
lities and perfevcrance, had raifed a body of 
troops almoft furpaffing credit j viz. 

CAVALRY. 

. Men. 

Thofe mounted on his own horfes 8,000 
Hired, who found their own horfes ig$&op 

S E Pc/O Y S.^ • 

Armed, cloathed, and officered with ^-c.we-L 
, Europeans, and guns attached to 

them - - - zOjOoo 

European deferters of divers, nations 114.. 

G 4 Matchlock 
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Matchlock men and peons - io,ooa 
Rocket men - - _ 6,ooa 

Black artillery mai' - _ 700 

Brafs field guns - - -4.0 

Camels- for canying rockets - 500 

Elephants - . - _ 200 

Draught and carriage- bullocks without 
number. 

SEPOYS in the diSbrent Garrllbns. 

Men. 
In Serj'ngapatam - . 3,000 

Biddenore and diilrift - _ 5,000 

Bengalore - - - ■ 3,000 

OindeguU - - - 1,000 

Exclufive of many other forts, theftrength 
of which I have not been able to afcerQin. 
The above aceounC of Hyder's force was in 
the year 1775, from which time, until the 
year 178a, an uninterrupted peace reigned 
throughout Hyder's dominions. 

The latter end of July 1780, Hyder en- 
tered the Camatic, and on the 29th of thai 
month he detached a confiderable body of 
horfe ajid looteys, who, by forced marches, 
furprized.and plundered. Porto Novo (which 
place has always b«n deemed a free port for 
' ■ all . 
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aH'nations) without diftinftion of nation, 
or caft— carried away prifoners the Datch 
and Danifh Refidents, which plainly marked 
his principal intent to extirpate all Europeans - 
from the penjnfiila of India; this, I am 
confident in opinion, was his motive for 
undertakii^ this war. This furprizc at 
Porto Novo fpread a general alarm through- 
out the whole Coaft of Coromandel, and 
created a complete fcene of confiifion . Nay, 
even the Nabob of Arcot's Killedars, or Go^ 
vernors, were panic ftruck at Hydcr's being 
in the Cunatic, efpecially thofe in conimaijd 
of the following frontier garriibns ; viz-- 
Trinomally, Chittaputt, Amee, Doby-; 
gurr, Ch\ick,leyputt, &c. likewife Carran- 
goley and Chilembrum, near the coaft, were 
immediately furrendercd with the garrifons, 
without the Icaft rcfiftance ; and, in that 
remarkable ftrong hold Gingee, where an ' 
European officer was ftationed with one 
company of fepoys, he was abfolutely iired 
on by the Nabob's people, who had fled 
from an attack that was made on the lower 
fort, as he was making his way to the uppCT 
fort for its defence ; by thele proceedings, it 



3.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 



io6 THE LIFE OF 
jp obvious, that thofe villains the KilledarSf 
were bribed by Hydcr ; - the chief Pollygars 
of WorriapoUam and Arrialorc alio joined 
him. 

In the mean time, whilp Hyder was ra- 
vaging the country, and making conqueft 
of the afbrefaid places, the Englifh were col-. 
lefling all their force under the command of 
Sir Hcftor Munro at Conjeveram. 
. The 8th of September 1780, Major Ge- 
neral Sir Hcdor Munro had intelligence of 
a detachment coming from the northward 
uflder Colonel Bailley, to join his army at 
Conjeveram^ and were already arrived at Pc- 
rambaucam ; pari of Hydcr's army being 
then Micampcd nearfy in the route, by which 
Colonel Bailey's detachment flicmld come, 
under the command (rf Tippoo 6aib. On 
the evening of that day, the G«n»al or- 
dered a detachment to march under Colonel 
Fletcher,' in order to meet and reinforce 
Colonel Bailley, confining of one light in-- 
fentry, and three European grenadier com- 
panies, a fepoy company of markfmen, and 
ten fepoy grenadier companies ; as alfo fome 
camels loaded with gun ammunition, who 
had 
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had the good fortune to arrive (sSt beferc 
morning at ,Perambaucatn* and joined Co- 
lonel Bailley ; the arrival of this ftrong re- 
inforcement fpread the greateft confidence 
through Bailley 's camp, and no doubt was 
entertained of their being able to make 
their way good to Conjevcram. Colonel 
Bailley marched on the evening of the 9th, 
about eight o'clock, in the following order ; 
viz. Thecompany of markfmen formed the 
advanced guard j the main body, ccanpoied 
of the Europeans, making .fix companies of 
grenadiers, Ught inlantty and battalion men, 
; with the ten fepoy grenadier companies 
formed into two battalions, and two batta- 
lions of fepoys J one battalion of fix com- 
panies covered the doolies baggage and ik)res 
upon the left. flank, and fix companies of- 
fepoy grenadiers compofel the rear guard ; 
the field pieces, being fix pounders, except 
four three pounders, were equally divided 
along the line, except two guns that were 
with the rear guard. The whole was in 
number about 3,500, under Colonel Bail- 
ley's command, who, previous to the niarch, 
diccded, that all orders from Lieutenant 
Colonel 
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Colonel Fletcher were to be obsyed. The 
detachment marched in fub-divilions. 

About half a mile from Perambaucam, 
they fell in with a ftnall party of Hyder's 
horfe on a plain, which was fired upon, 
and difpcrled by a platoon from the advanc- 
ed guard, gfter it had repeatedly challenged 
the detachment. Thii gave the alarm to 
Tippoo Saib, whole camp was clofe by, 
and from whom indeed it was otherwife 
impoflible to conceal their march, as he 
had many fmall picquets on the look out. 
Their rocket men, and other irregular rab- 
ble, then came upon their flanks, who were 
drove off from time to time by the flank 
guards. 

in this manner the detachment proceed- 
ed for five or fix miles, when fome hbrfe 
appeared on their left, near their rear guard, 
on which they were fired upon with the 
two guns. The front 6f the hnchadjuft 
then entered an avenue, through which 
their road lay, and Colonel Baill^ ordering 
a halt, and facing to the right about, form- 
ed to the rear, except the advanced guard, 
which ftill kept its front. 

The 
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The baggage, &c. with its covering 
battalions paffing over from the left to the 
right flank ; Hyder's people difappearing 
again, and there being no ia tuy g iign of 
any attack on that quarter, the troops re-t 
turned nearly to their former order of ogjiirch, 
but the halt was continued. T^iM^Vere a 
very fhort time in this pofitioil, vrhai fomp 
of Hyder's guns opened ufton3^ir left,' 
nearly oppofite their centre j' on Jft&ich five 
companies of fepoy grenadiers, under Capt. 
Rumley, advanced out of the line to t^c 
them, but^ th^ being flopped by a water 
courfe which run parallel ■ to the line, that 
attempt Vfzs dcfifted from. The fire bdng 
now returned from the guns of the line, 
although fufEciently near, did little execu- 
tion, and was irregularly continued, as 
Hyder's guns being feveral times ftiiftcd, 
and they foon ceafed firing. The efcort- 
with the baggage having, by fomemiftak^ 
moved on from the right flank, whilft the 
line was halted, it required fome time to 
bring it back to its proper ftation. During 
this interval, from fome falfe alarm, a di- 
vifion upon the left of the line fired, and 
the 
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the fire ran alwig to the right through Che 
«4k^ Une, without any word of commund 
from any officer, although no enemy was 
■Qt view. This is one of tht^e accidents 
which ibmetimes happen in the beft diici- 
|£ned armies, and is hard to be accounted 
fcr. This firing was foon put a flop to, 

A body of Hyder's infiintry that lay con- 
cealed in the water courfe, or clofe behind 
it, and* near the head of their line, and 
fcemingjy placed there by way of ambuf- 
eade, .being now difcovered, and fired on 
by their flank guards, were obliged to re- 
treat in confufion. 

The baggage had by this time returned to 
their proper place, and nothing now pre- 
vented the detachment from proccecding, 
'which, from the guns bdng limbered again, 
appeared to be Colonel Bailley's intention ; 
but he, contrary to the declared opinion of 
Colonel Fletcher, took the moft fetal refo- 
lution of remaining where he was all night. 

The catifclefs firing that had happened 

H» the line, and the baggage with its efcort 

biffing gone a&ray in the dark, might pof- 

fibty be bis ccafons^, as he was heard to lay, ' 

that 
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that he wiflied for day-light. He accord-" 
ingly made a diipofition, ^d th^ lay on 
their arms until day break, unmolefted by 
the enemy j who, no doubt, employed 
this interval, which was for them moft , 
lucky, in preparing to annpy them, whca 
they could do it more effeftually. 

Next morning, being the loth, they 
marched again before ftm-rife,. much in 
the j&me order as before. Tippoo Saib, 
with his army, were foon perceived upon 
the left, through fome trees and under-* 
wood, moving abreaft of them, with fome 
parties of horfe in Bailley's front, and on 
his right flank. The detachment proceeded 
near two miles in the avenue, when upon 
its entering an open plain,.^ on which the 
road turned oiF to the left, four or five of 
Tippoo Saih's guns opened from that quar- 
ter, though at a confiderable diAance. On 
this Bailley again halted, and ordered the 
c^nonade to be returned, whilA the troops 
remained iiv crowded order, partly in the 
avenue, and partly under cover of fome 
banks,. and a hollow way at the entrance 
of the plain J Tippoo Saib's rocket men 
advancing-, 
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advancing, as. ufual, and his main body 
keeping at a great diftance among fomc 
trees and underwood, in the rear of their 
guns. In a few minuets after this. Col. 
Bailley ordered out Captain Rumlcy, with 
the two fcpoy grenadier battalions, (ten 
companies) to advance and take thefe guns j 
th^ accordingly marched gut, and Colonel 
Fletcher ordered a, battalion of fepoys to 
fupport them- j but this was countermand- 
ed by Bailley, and .the comply of fepoy 
markimen only, which, formed the advanc- 
ed guard, was* after fome little time, dif- 
patched after them. About the time the 
grenadier fepoys had .reached and taken the 
aeareft gun, from- Vhich and the two next, 
the enemy fled , at their approach ; Captain 
Rumley himfelf being then out of breath, 
fent on Captain Gowdie, with the front 
battalion, to take the others j and when the. 
. efHcer of the markfmen came up, he found 
the rear battaUon halted, and in unmoleiled 
poiTeflion of three guns, none of the enemy 
being -near ; he therefore drew up his com- 
pany at the firfl: gun, to which, in a mi- 
nute or two. Captain Rumley came hack 
himfeli^ 
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him&lf, and the. grenadiers neareft to it fell 
back, crowding in disorder, but from what 
caiil^ ho knew not^ A little b^qre this, 
and after the grenadiers and markimen had • 
b6en detached, Hyder's main army was per- 
ceived in full moroh to^^rds Bailie's right, 
and his headmoft body of horie coming on^ 
made an irregular charge on the Iine< 
Capt. Rumley and the officer of the markf- 
men Were then at the neareft gun, and the 
former, probably from an apprehenfion of 
being cut off from the main body, ordered 
a retreat to a water-cburfe that lay between 
^em and the line. The markfmen and a 
par^ of the fepby gfenadiers that had been 
drawn up at the gun, accordingly moved 
that way, but the refl of the fepoy grena- 
diers crowding upon them from behind* 
ibon put their ranks in diforder, and that 
part of the water-courfe they came to being 
a deep cut, the fepoys as they reached it, 
leaped in, and fcrambling up the oppofite 
fide, fteppcd forward as they got. out to 
regain the line. Thus th6 whole party got 
by degrees in- a confufed run, it not-beiog 
ill the power of the officers to prevent it, 
H «fi^ 
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and its rear being prfedM updn b)K TIppob 
Saib'S horfei who purTued upon feemg, dw 
(tilbnlerj diey, howcvcF, were flapped by 
the wate.-courfe, but a few of than gettihg 
round the end erf it, dame in time enough 
to cut down fcveral of the fepoy grena- 
diers, before th^ could reach f^K line j and 
the guns that' wa% taken> b»ng thus aban- 
doned, were immediatoly repdSriled by 
Tippoo Saib's people. The advanced body 
of horfe from Hydcr's own army, had been 
rcpulled before the grenadier's i«t\irticd{- 
thele foon got into ordw again, and tiook 
their ftation in their line. Hyder's army 
was" then faft- a[^*oftching upon Goloncj 
Bailley's right flank j but though a fufficient, 
fpace intervened, during which tho* ta^s- 
no cannonade, nor body of hwfe on the 
plain near enough tO interrupt «■ prevent it, 
no manceuvre was undertaken, or any other 
difpofition made, but the detachiiient re- 
mained crowded up in the fame manner as 
it entered the plain, the troops not having 
room even to ufc thdr arms freely, and part 
of one battalion was obliged to mOve out 
o£ the line alt<^theT, moil of thct co^- 
being 
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being now in a fetting pofture, and the 
t)aggage, doolies^ &c. confufedly fcatteted 
tbout. It may be here remarked, tl^t no 
attempt was made to reconnoitre the ground; 
There was a village in fight, that hf on 
ti^ road about half a mile in front, and 
nothing could have prevented them frdni 
' gaining it, and taking pofl: thcrcj had they 
marched any time before the arrival of Hy^ 
def's army* as the water-coiiirfe before men- 
tioned would have covered their left flank^ 
as the aveniie might their righti had they 
beeii drawn out in drder of battle- but 
hodiing wafi doncj no nleafure taken, cither 
^br offence or defence.- Hydcr'Svari was 
ibon within eanrion fhot, and His forenioA 
guns opened immediately j afe did abdiit thd 
fame tiiiie, thofe that Tippbo Saib had te- 
Wcen^ and the reft of Hyder'S as they cainc 
Up, until there waS upwards of fifty brbiight 
to bear upon this |jodr detachment> dd- 
voted to deftrudibn; Coldnel Baillcy'a ten 
guns returned this unequal fire, until their 
ammudition was exhaufted; and this was 
hafttned by the blowing up df two tum- 
fcrils of fixed ammunition, which laid open 
H 2 oije ■ 
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one intire iiice of their column, deftroyed 
their artillery, and threw the whole into 
irreparable confafion. 

Tippoo Saib, obferving this accident, took 
imniediate advantage thereof, and with his 
cavalry made a rapid charge, penetrated 
their broken fquare, and being followed by 
the French corps, and the infentiy of his 
firft line, compleated the overthrow of this 
gallant little band. Their fepoys being 
moftly cut to pieces, while Colonel Bail- 
ley, although much wounded, rallied his 
Europeans, and once more formed them 
intp a fquare, under the fire of the whole of 
Hyder's cannon. • 

With this handful of men he gained a 
finall eminence on the plain j where, with- 
out ammunition, and moft of his men 
grievoufly wounded, he refifted and repulfed 
thirteen feparate attacks ; but frclh bodies 
of horfe continually pouring in, they were 
borne down by numbers, without giving 
way, and trod under foot by the elephants 
and horfe. 

This viiftory coft the Myfore army very 
dear, as the flaughtcr of their bcft troops 
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Tvas immenle'i and nothing but the acci- 
dent of the tumhrils could have favfed 
Hyder from a total defeat. Had the good 
genius of the Engl i{h brought up their, 
troops from Conjeveram, during the hat- 
tie, the Myfore army muft have been in- 
evitably ruined — not one battalion of foot, 
or a fingle gun, would have probably ef- 
caped. 

•Hyder, with his whole army, returned 
to his camp at Damul, dillant about fix 
miles from the place of a<Sion. All the 
prifoners that could be moved were car- 
ried Aither ; though many of the wound- 
ed, and amongft thele fome officers, re- 
mained on the ground, after being ftripped 
by the plunderers, to perilh miferably. 
Hyder, foon after he arrived in his camp, 
had-'Colonel Bailie;^ and the reft brought 
l^ore him, as 'they came iii, ordering re- 
wards to thofe who took them. Some of 
the heads of the llain, which was prefent- 
ed before him, though to lay the truth, i 
he fecmed to take no great pleafure Jn this 
horrid fpedacle, but rather ihewed difplea- 
fure, when any of the prifoners were 
;H 3 broughs 
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brpught in, all over mangled and covered 
with wounds. The wounded were drefle^ . 
by his ftirgcons, and fuch affiftance and ac- 
commodation afforded to all the prifpners, 
as could J>e expefted in a barbarian camp. 
They were lod^d that "night in tents, an^ 
parried next day to his fixed ^camp at Muf- 
llerawk, where he moved with his army, 
after fending off a ftrong body of hor(e an^ 
foot, under a Rlonfieur La|ly, to harrafs 
General Miinro, who, upon the news p£ 
Colonel Bailley's deftnidjon, had, upon the 
night of the loth, retreated to Chiagle- 
pett. The prifoners regained at Muislc- 
vawk until tte I4th^ being yiiite4 by 1^ 
French gentlemen in Hyder's fervicc j and 
, were that day fent.oif with ftrongxfrorts, 
except -Colonel Bailley, and fcven pdier 
pfficers of fenior ^ank, who were kept iti 
Hyder's c^p, 

■ Twcnty-lix wou^decl officers, and the 
wounded non-commiffioned officers ■ an^ 
private mqn^ were put into the fbtt of- Ar- 
nee j twenty-fqur, with the reft of U^c 
non-commiffioned and private,, being aU 
that was able to march, proceed^ to Ben- 
pulo^Je. 
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giddifi vhere the officers, and fuch of the 
meqi as war? unable to go fiuthcr^ w^ 
kept, the reft going On. to Ser»gi»ptiftni. 
Thofr left xt Anwe, were afterwards ient 
to g^ngapatam as fyA. ^ they fOQqvtfedf 
except thzee or four qf (he oj^cers, a«d ^ 
great number^ the men»_ who di^ of their 
wou«d». Colonel Bailley and ^ otho's* 
who were left in Hyder's camp, were like- 
wife, in a few months, fent thither. As 
ft>r the black officers and fepbys that werp 
taken, many of them entered into Hyder'B 
^rvic^ and thcjeft, afKr fom? time, wctf 
fct at liberty, ;; 

Paf^iUarS of the Number KUled, Wound* 
' ed, al^d taken Prifoners, -nx. -■ 
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Nothing could furpaTs the hardy, deipe-. 
Tate v^our, dlTpIayed.by this haodftd t£. 
EngUihmen and lepoys, in this geae^. 
maifacre. .- Officers and men ft^ecocd de- 
termined to &\\ their lives ,as dear as pof* 
fifoie ; and although left witfaQut. a fingle 
gun» and theixj ammunition expended, .the 
ofiicers with their fwonls, and the. private 
with their bayonets, atchieved pr^gies c^ 
valour I which Hyder'i people ipeak ipf 
■with aftohiihment. They iay, that n^ny 
of the Englilh, after tlicy were cut dow^ 
«nd; miferably wounded, refufed quarter, 
and raifed>?themielves &om the ground, to - 
piifh with their bayonets tp the very laft. - 

Their difefter was occafipned ,by a quan- 
tity of loofeanimumtion, hrpught by Cph 
Fletcher's reinforcement, bWwiogup, whi(;h 
communica^ «> the two tiwbrils of the 
line. 

The Englifh army.having fuibioed this 
heavy lofs, were not able to oppofe that q£ 
Hyder, who, with impunity, tnive^&d the 
ibuthem part of the Carnatic. ■ 

In. April, 4781, Hyder inve^ai the fort 

gf Tiagar, fitoate on a high rock, and al- 

mofl; 
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moA.ina^rc§nable, which place wa; forced 
to £in«fider to lum> dttitdy owing to thp 
want of pFovifioQS. 

After «6ich Hydcr entered the Tanjorc 
^otyitry, plundering and burning arcry viL- 
Jagctn-tboir-wayj fpreadiagdc£>lation0ireiy 
•where ; even the Oentoo temples, whidb 
hkiwrtftwtm held ^cred ^oU-cafts, wen 
f)lundered ^ ^icir ^vamies, or idols, 1^ 
lus pec^le of ^v: MooriHi fed. 

Abe«t this t^oe^ a Gentoo iidniar, or 
captain in his fervice, reqiwAed hk peonifk 
^«n 40 'bear a Gentoo dag, w^tk the figune 
«f tiw Sw£U¥»e A^i^tnoontoo oh it^ Qs 
which, Hy^r defired to know who this 
-Annamoontoo was j in ^e coorle of the 
jt^dar's i»tTa0oD, he &id A^namoentod 
was horn <of a man ; Hy^ then ohierwd, 
4iis ftfher was cert^idy the devU, to which 
the fubidar alTenting, Hyder ordered a flag 
to be mode, w$g^ the figure (^ a devi] eva- 
cuating AmvmiooRtoa frwn b^ind, which 
he flirewdly oh^ed, was the only apcr- 
ture he could elc£^ at; and obliged that 
fabi^ftr's eMJpany to- b?ar i|. The Cung 
flag 
r_, ■; ' j!.o . ,.:.:■■■ ' (■'. . y'.r'^t '■■-/] 
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^. wa$ afiterwiifds ^akep from tbaot. by ^ 
^nglifh, m^ Negaiatam, . 

In Junei Hydef mvched ton^rdsTrifc^Mii 
:iiopQly, and, l)y the Jattcr ^nd d* that saoadtf 
he made forced marches until be caxne neafF . 
the Engliilt army t th^i i^der U^ c()nuBU]4 
of G^eral Coo^^ near Pprto Novo, iout* 
g^nii^ thf^ buGn^s was (:pO|ipl^tc;das he ha^ 
^tview, ihatofdrawiuigth^Eni^lif^ainiytti 
{he iqutt^ of Cuddalqre, where h^ <iU4. w^t 
fuppQleth^wou)4 he a prpbal4li^pl k^^ 
dcapfng^ltqtal deftn^3;k)n, 

J^u^ego^. Iiydertie4n^n()Wt?|(l}u£d|t 
pf th; ^rmy i^^^r G^QeraJ -QiHite, owJe 
pfoy preparation in Qrd^ to at^k. kamjt 
but fjady Ac next xnonuagf the ji^ qf Jv)f^ 
^781, he perceived {he Ei^g^ army adU 
vandi^ wi^.the .(ame uitep; tQ a^ack him, 
though coniiAmg o^ly pf f >59» Eui;Qpc^u 
^nd 7(Ooo fepays. The two annies met, 
and en^iged bi^^weieo pQirto Nc^ a^ ^9f9^ 
(iapcHlam. . 

The engagement hfied ejghf h^urs^, aa|l 
j$ was a l^rdtfought (lay rai bqtl^ £de^. Hy^ 
^'s apn^ conjj^xd this dfy of 25 hatn 
lalipQSofiiifi^^, 499 Enropeans;, 40x9P4 
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Irorfe, and about 100,000 matchlock men, 
peons, and polygars, with 47' pieces of 

'canncHi weH-fervcd. The iecond line of the 
Engliffi army having occupied feme heights, 
by whidi- rfieir rear was fecured. General 

■Coote advanced with the iirft line towards 

"fFydcr's guns, many of which muft have 
been tfiken, if the Englifli had haii a body 

■of. cavalry '; Hyder made repeated attempfts 
ta force the Englifh lines, and kej>t lip ^ 
feverc cannonade, which, for a long tarhe, 
the heavy fires of the Englifli could ndt 
filence> till at length he was obliged to give 
way to their fuperior fpirit, and fteadincfsdf 
their Ihiall numbers, compratively Ipeakin^ 
to his, and left them mafters of the field. 
"Meer Saib {Hyder 's fevourite General) re- 
ceived a mortal wound ; and,- among 4;oob 
killed, -were many of his principal officers. 

»The Englifti' loft very few officers, but had 
between three and 400 men killed. Thus 
ended this glorious battle, whichday fhSulti 

■be a jubilee to all European nations, who 

'have -any polTeffions in India j they miy 

confider it' as that on'which their fate- in 

India totally depended.- -Had tJrat day beeti 

loft. 
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loil» I verily believe we flwuld have been' 
deprivoi of all our poiTeffiolis in that 
(K)untry. 

In the beginning of Auguft, Genefal 
Coote's army was reinforced by a detachment 
from Bengal, confiiling of 5,000 men, 
moftly fepoys, which was a very feafonable 
-fuppl/i he was then encamped at the 
Mount, above nine miles from Madras. 

I fliall now leave him and return to the 
&uth\rard, where Major Gcnaal Sir Hcdtor 
Munro, K. B, was ordered into the Tan- 
jpre country, to take the command of the 
Compa;ny's troops, who were to co-operate 
with his Majefly's fquadron under the com- 
mand of Sir Edward Hughes, in the attack 
of Negapatam, who was in hopes of foon 
reducing it, although the garrifon was rein- 
forced by a large detachment of Hydct'i 
troops, and the fortifications confiderably 
ftrengthened by new works. Sir Hei^or 
joined the Company's troops at Nagore, on 
the coaft, by the 21 It of Odlober : a corps 
of marines, confifUng of 443, officers in- 
cluded, landed from the fquadron and joined 
him i the next day a battalion of feamen 
landed. 
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landed^ corififtuig of 827 men, <^cers in- 
cluded) ii3£} 16 eigfiteen poundets and tw0 
twelTes> with two lO-incb, and fif j'and 
I -half inch mortars^ with a pntpdrtionable 
number (rf" (hot, fhfiUs, powdirfi and every 
effimtial ihdtCi vras landed ftotn the fqua- 
dron on rafts madt! for that purpolci On 
Ihe night of the 29th, the fhnng lines which 
the enemy had thrown up, flanked hf re- 
doubts, t(> cover anddefend the apjffoacb-to 
^e town, were ilormcd and carried^ ill 
which the feamen and marines bore a prin- 
cipal part. On the 3d of Novembtirj Ge- 
neral Monro opened ground againft the north 
fece of Negapatam, and the approaches were 
carried on with gr^t rapidity-, the fquadroii 
laying off the fort to cover the attack; Ori 
the yth, a battery of id eighteen pounders^ 
within three hundred paces of the walls <^ 
the place, being ready to epen^ Sir Edward 
Hughes and Sir Heftor Munro thought 
proper to fend the Dutch Governor the fel- 
tewing fummons i - 
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SIR, 

■^ ASwearcperfeatymfiMrmedoftheweafc. 
nefs of the town- and citadel of NegapataiMi 
and the finallnefs of the garrifon you have 
to dcfold it, agunft the {hips and troops of 
his Bntiumlc M^cfty, and the Eaft-India 
Gompuiy under oar command; of whoft . 
great fuperiffrity, in pn^rtion, nnmbcrs^ 
and dt&ipline, you cannot be ignorant. 

We are induced ftom motives of hunu* 
nity, in order to avoid the effulion of blood, 
tnd of regard to you and the inhabitants of 
the place, to prevent^ if in ouf power, the 
diftreflb and calamities that may be&ll you 
and them, to demand of yon the immediate 
furrendcr of the place, on fuch terms as 
appear to us reafonable and confiftfent, and 
you and we may agree upoh ; for this pur- 
pofe we give two hours from the time this 
fummon« is delivered to you, to deliberate 
on an anfwer : if you agree to furrehder on 
capitulation, Conuniflioners arc immediately 
to be ient on your part to the General in 
camp ; but if you rejea: the offer now made 
you, the batteries will immediately open- 
a^ainft 
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^inft your walls, and you will yourtclf btf 
the caufe of more di£idvantagcous tenns on a 
latter day. We have the honour to be, 
with great regard, &c. &c, 
(Signed) 

Edward Hughes, 
Hector Monro. 
To Reynier Van Vlissengen, Gover- 
nor of Negapatam. 

The Governor being indilpoied, they re- 
.ceived from the fecond in command, the 
following anfwer : 

9^fl i&e Homurahle Sir Edward Hughes, 
K. B. Vice Admiral of the Blue, Com- 
mander of his Britannic Majejlfs Naval 
Forces f and the Honorable Sir Hector 
MuNRo, Commander of his Britannic 
Majejiy's Military- Forces, &c. &c. 

SIRS, 

I Have had 'the honor, juft now,' to re- 
CJcive the letter you was pleafed to write me, ■ 
containing the fumma'tion to deliver over 
this place. 

And as I am obliged, by honor and oath, 

to defend this place with all my power, I-. 

cannot 
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cannot enter into any agrfeement regarding 
the furrendering of the fan:ie, but fhall, 
when you reiblve to attack me, defaid my- , 
fclf with the forces that I have on hand. 

I have the honor to be, 

SIRS, 

With great refped. 

Your moft humble obedient fervant, ^ . 

By the indifpofition -,„• >* «*■ o^^eU-ixu 

oftheGovCTnor. (^»gn«*^ Mossell. 

Negapatam, Nov. 7, 1781. 

During the courfe of the fiege, the enemy 
made two defperate fallies with the greater 
j^rt of the garrifon, but were both times 
beat back into the town with much lofs. 

In the afternoon of the loth, the breach- 
ing battery being ready, four 18 -pounders 
were got into it, and opened on the face of 
the baftion intended to be breached, with 
good effed ; in the night four more 18- 
pounders were got into the feme battery, 
and all opened on the breached bailion at 
day-light, and foon after the enemy de- 
manded a parley, and fent out two Comtrtif- 
I iioners 
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fioners to the General in camp with terms 
of capitulation. In the mean time, hoftl- 
litics ceafed on both fides ; and, early on 
themomingofthe 12th, SirEdwardHughes 
landed and came to camp, and, with the 
General, Sir Hedor Munro,' received the 
CommilTaries there about ten o'clock, when 
the capitulation was agr^d to, and after 
being ient into the town to be ratified by the 
Governor and his Council, was counter- 
figned by Sir Edward Hughes and Sir Hec- 
tor Munro, at two o'clock, and the gates 
of both town and citadel were put in pof- 
feffion of the Englifli troops. 

I fliall only take notice of the 20th ar- 
ticle of the capitulation, which immediately 
concerns Hyder's troops j viz. 

Art. XX. To all the aid troops belong- 
ing to the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn 
Bahauder, which are in this place, 
a free pafs to Combiconum ihall be 
granted. 
. Anfwcred. Granted, on delivering up 
their arms, and proceeding to Hy- 
der's country, not to Combiconum. 
The 
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The garrifon confifted in all of about 
8,poo men, of which about 500 Europeans, 
regulars, and militia, 700 malays,. 4,500 
lepoys, and 2,300 of Hydcr's troops, of 
whom 1 ,000 were cavalry, and run away on 
the firft charge at .the attack of the enemy's 
lines, and never came near the place after, 
but kept at a diftance, plundering and burn- 
ing the villages ; and moft of the malays and 
fepoys threw aways their arms, and deferted 
the garrilbn through the weftern gate, in the 
night between the nth and 12th, during 
the truce. 

The killed and wounded, during thiaihorC 
fiege, were very inconfiderable. 

A detachment of the Company's troops 
were fent on board the fquadron, to go with 
Sir Edward Hughes to Trincomale, in order 
to reduce it, to which place he failed imme- 
diately, on adj lifting matters at Negapatam, 
where General Munro remained with the 
Company's troops. 

Dec. lySi. The Governor of Bombay. 

had now fent a ftrong reinforcement of 

troops to Tellichcrry, which place was then 

befieged by Hyder's troops, where they ar- 

I a rived 
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rived about the 30th j and Major Abingdon,- 
with thofe, and a part of their former gar- 
rifon, njarched out from the Brafs Pagoda, 
the 8th of January J782, acrofs the Paddy 
Fields to ^be eaftward, paiTcd two of Hy- 
der'fi advanced pofts, and got round to the 
caftward of Great Putney Hill,:- between that 
and PonnoUa Mella. The advanced party 
under Captain Whippey, immediately at- 
tacked, ilormed, and took the form&, with- 
out the lols of a man on his Jide. The mairi 
body immediately pufhed for Hyder's camp,, 
and came upon, them Juft at day-break, 
whom they fell on and put to the route i 
when they followed them to the ibuthward 
as far as Currachee, a foiall fort about Qne 
mile to the northward c^Michie River; this- 
poft they prcfently' carried, and turned its, 
guns upon them, who were making their 
■vray towards the river. SaddosCawn (Hy- 
der's brother-in-law and General, who coro- 
- manded this army) had made this poft hh 
head-quarters, quitted it^ and got to a for- 
tified houfe, enclofed within vralls, where 
he, with feveral of his people^ made an ob- 
llinate defence ; but at laft the roof of the 
houfe 
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houfe was fct on fire, which oblige! them to - 
quit it, when many were killed endeavouring 
■to make their efcape. Saddos Cawii had fe- 
cretcdhimfelf in part of thcendofure, which 
was bomb-proof, cut into the hill, where he 
and his &mily were found; himfelf had 
been wounded by a mufquet-ball in the 
ancle^ and was not 'able to move; they 
were all imqiediately feized, and fcnt in pri- 
foners to Tcllicheriy, with about 1,500 pri- 
foners, which had been made during the 
morning i there was about 400 erf" them 
killed and drowned. ' The Englifh had 
about 50 killed and wounded, and only one 
biEccr hurt j they took fix brafs field-pieces, 
about 66 iron cannon, with four mortars : 
alfo 13 elephants, and a large quantity of 
powder, ihot, and other ftorcs, in their re- 
doubts and batteries. 

The iame evening, about fcvcn o'clock, 
Lieut. Hodges was fcnt away with a ftrong 
detachment againft Fort George, of which 
the enemy getting intelligence, they eva- 
cuated it, and he took quiet poflefilon 
thereof. 

I 3 About 
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About two o'clock in the morning a 
ftrong party was fent over the river, and 
took pofleflion of Mihie ; and another party, 
under Captain Whippey, went and took pof- 
ieflion of Durmapatam, which ifland they 
found deferted by the enemy. In fhort, there 
>yas not a man of Hyder's left between Cotta - 
Point, five leagues to the fouthward, and 
^ the northward as far as Cannanorc, 

I muft now return to take notice of the 
army under General Coote, which had been 
reinforced by a detachment from Bengal, as 
■before noticed; his next objeft was to 
march, in order to relieve Wandewafli, 
yrhich was invefted by a ftrong detachment 
under Hyder's fon, Tippoo Saib, who had 
begun to raife batteries, and to make other 
pecef&ry preparations for a fiege. 

The General's movements had the defirc(J 
efFeft, as Tippoo Saib, upon hearing of his 
approach, drew off, and took the route by 
Gingec, by which road Hyder had moved 
towards Arcot, which place he aifo took 
without oppofition. 

On the 20th of Auguft the General 

marched and fat down before Tripaflbre, and 

, on 
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on the 23d in the morning, it furrendered on 
terms of capitulation. This acquiiition of 
confcqucnce, and happ«ning at the time it 
did, was a moil fortunate one, as the ad- 
vance of Hyder's army coming to the relief, 
of the befieged, had, in that very moment, 
appeared in fight, and there only remained 
in camp one day's rice. 

By means of the Paddy found in the fort, . 
he was enabled to ferve out a few days fub- 
fiftence to the troops ; and hearing that 
Hyder was in full force, at the diftance of 
fucteen miles, he refolved to march towards 
him; but before he could attempt it, he 
found it necefiary to draw Ibme rice from 
Pondamalee, which havingdone, hemarched 
on the 26th in order to engage Hyder, as the 
only hope that appeared to him left, from 
whence he might ftand a chance of Car-* 
mounting other difficulties. 

On General Cqote's advancing, Hyder 
thought proper to iail back a few miles, to 
the ground on which he had defeated the 
detachment under Colonel Bailley, when he 
took, up a very ftrong pofitionj and, in- 
fluenced from a fuperflitious notion of its 
I 4. being 
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being a lucky fpot, had determined, as the 
General was informed, to try bis fortune in 
a fecond battle. On the 27th in the morn- 
ing, the General moved towards him, and, 
about eight o'clock, difcovered Hyder's army 
in order of battle, and in full force to receive 
him, and in pofleffion of many ilrong and 
advantageous pofts, rendered the more for- 
midable by the nature of the country lying 
between, which was'interfe<aed by very deep 
water-courfcs. To prcfent a front to them, 
the General was obliged to form the line 
under a very heavy cannonade from feveral 
batteries, which galled his army exceed- 
ingly, who bore it with a firmnefa and un- 
daunted bravery which did than the higheil 
honour, and fljcwcd a fteady valour, not to 
be furpafled by the firft veterans of any nation 
in Europe. The action lifted from nine in 
the morning till near fun-fet, when he had- 
drove Hyder's people from all theii' ftrong 
pofts, and obliged them to rctrtat with pre- 
cipitation, leaving him in full pofleffion of 
the field of battle. The lofe of the Englifh 
on this occafion was heavier than on die i ft ■ 
pf Jutyj aftd that of Hyder Icfs, owing to 
their 
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(har having fheltered themfelves under covei' 
ofbanks of tanks, and other grounds, which 
they poflefled favourable for that purpfflfe. 
General Stuart had the misfortune to lofe his 
leg by a cannon fhot, whilft bravely con- 
dmSing the fecond line- to the-fupport of a 
poft which the Englilh had occupied at the 
commencement of the engagement, and on 
which Hyder had kept a very fevere fire ; 
the fame fliot alio carried away the kg of 
Colonel Brown, and having caufed his death, ' 
deprived the Company of a very old and 
feithful fervant. Captain Hiflop, one of the 
Generals' Aids de Camp, was alio killed by 
a cannon-ihot. 

By this time the garrifon of Vellore was 
in great diftrefs for provilions, as Hyder had 
kept a flying party hovering about it, where- 
by all communication was cut off. General 
Coote reiblved to march to its relief; as 
Hyder had alfo taken that route, who, by 
his different movements, impeded the Ge- 
neral's march for fome thnc. Hovrever, on 
the 27th of September, the General difco- 
vered Hyder's encampment, and from the 
djfpofition he could perceive Hyder Bad 
made 
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made of his troops, was fetisiied that he 
meant to try the event of another battle ; 
the General immediately advanced, and both 
armies were clofcly engaged before four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and, by evening, 
Hyder was once more completely routed. 
The lofs of the Englilh on this occafion was 
very trifling, whilft Hyder's was very con- 
fiderable, both in cavalry and infantiy, as 
they had not the convenience of banks, 6cc. 
. to creep behind as on the 27th of Augufl. 
The Englifli- had but one fubaltern officer 
killed, and about 100 rank and file killed, 
wounded, and milling. The General ilill 
wanting to throw in another fupply of pro- 
viflbns to Vellore, Colonel Owen was de- 
tached with a party on this fervicej he was 
attacked by the whole of Hyder's army, the 
efforts of which he bravely relifted, and made 
an able retreat on the 23d of Odtober : he 
loft only 160 killed and wounded. Hyder 
loft about 800, moftly horfe. 

General Coote immediately marched for 
Vellore, where he arrived the 4th of No- 
vember, and threw in fome frelh fupplics of 
prapifions,, though but little, all he could 
Jpare 
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/pare at prefect, without which, jn four or 
five days more, muft either have "been eva- 
cuated, or given up to the enemy j the Ge- 
neral then proceeded to Chittor, to which 
he laid fiege on the 8 th, and the place ca- 
pitulated on the loth. 

Vellore being once more in diftrefs for 
provifions, it was neceifary that the army 
ihould again march to its relief. 

The General having made his arrange- 
ments on the 2d of December, he marched 
the army towards Vellore i Hyder had af- 
fembled all his people, in full force, on the 
wcftern banks of the Poni River : on the 
Englifh approaching near, which was on 
the evening of the 9th, he decamped and 
retreated with precipitation towards Lalla- 
pet, and left the General to take up their 
ground in quiet : diftance about twelve miles 
from Vellore. The next morning, about 
ten o'clock, while the General was on the 
march, and the army then croffing a deep 
morafs, their rea/ and left flank were at- 
tacked by a diilant cannonade from Hyder, 
whole different manceuvres were evidently 
with a view to impede his progrefs to 
VeUorc, 
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Vellore, and to attack his baggage and Con- 
voy. Hyder having been completely foiled 
ift aU his attempts to that end, thought 
prcipfr ft) retire about three o'clock in the 
aftcrhbon, after having kept up a heavy fire 
for about four hours. " The lofs of the En- 
^ifh, 6n this occafion, was one Lieutenant, 
19 riafive rank and file, killed ; two Lieu- 
tenants, tw6 Europeans rank and file, one 
fdbidar, and 35 fepoys rank and file, wound- 
ed ; one European and four fepoys miffing. 
The General then profecutcd his march, 
and encariiped, for the night, within four 
miles of Vellore j he arrived the next morn- 
^nc ing, being the nth, the very day to which 
\yS'^'' he had been pre-advifed by the commanding 
officer 6f the garrifon, the provifions would 
Jail. 

A halting day was now abfolutely necef- 
fery for the refreflynent of the troops, and 
draught and carriage cattle ; fo that the Ge- 
neral did not march back until the 1 3th, on 
Svhich day Hyder appeared in full force, and 
ChdCs again to make an attack by a diflant 
cannonade on him, whilft die army was 
croffing tho fame marfliy ground, where he 
attacked 
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attacked him before, on the ibth,in ^llig. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon, thb 
whole had got clear over the fwamp, and, 
having poftcd the baggage with a proper 
guard, the Generalformed the line, and ad- 
vanced upon Hyder with all the expedition 
the nature of the ground would admit of; 
upon which he gave way, and retreated once 
more with precipitation. The EngUfli pur- 
fued him till dark, doing great execution ; 
then returned to their intended ground of 
encampment about midnight, whofe lois on 
this al^ir was only one officer wounded* 
with about 60 rank and file, black and 
white, killed, wounded and miffing ; whilft 
Hyder's muft have been treble thaX number, 
by what they could fee laying in the way, 
during the purfuit. 

I muft now leave General Coote, and 
obfcrve what is doing to the fouthward. 

In the month of February 1782, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Braithwaite \i'as encamped 
vnth a ftrong detachment near the village of 
Valletoole, in the Tanjore.coufttty, near the 
River CoUeroon. 

Tippoo 
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Tippoo Saib was alfo detached from Hy- 
der's army with a powerful party of. horfe 
and foot, and encmnped on the oppofite fide 
the did River, a few miles diftant froin Co- 
lonel Braithwaite's party. 7^ ^ 

On the morning of the 17th inftant, the 
Colonel received intelligence, that a large 
body of Tippoo's horfe had croffed the River, 
with an intention to cut fome green rice for 
their horfes, on which he ordered out Lieu- 
tenant Sampfon, with fome cavalry under 
his command, to drive them off; the Co- 
lonel, in the mean time, rode to an emi-- 
nence which commanded a view of the 
River, from whence he beheld, at a litde 
diftance, the whole of Tippoo's party, with 
their guns and elephants then cfoffing the 
River j on which he rode back to his camp, 
and immediately got them under arms : 
likewife fent an ofder to recall Lieutenant 
Sampfon with his cavalry, who, with the 
greateft difficulty, effedled his retreat, with " 
the lofs of fcveral men aiid harfes. 

By this time the line being ready, the 

Colonel detached four companies of fcpoys 

to the village in his rear, where all the pro- 

vifions 
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vifions of his party were depofited, in charge 
■ of the Cafbarry and his people, who was a 
renter of that Siftrift under the Rajah of 
Tanjore. 

This village was ftrongly ftockaded, the 
fepoys had fcarcely crofTed a water-courfc 
rfiat ran near It, but they were fired on from 
four guns belonging to Tippoo Saib. 

The CaJbarry had been bribed by Tippoo 
Saib, and, during the preceding night, had 
admitted three battalions of his fepoys, with 
four guns, to take pofleffion of the village. 
The Colonel being thus betrayed, loft all 
his provifions ; and by ■this time, Tippoo's 
van were arrived, and commenced a can- 
nonade from 20 guns, while the main body 
of his party moved round towards the Co- 
lonel's rear, on which the Colonel called in 
his advanced picquet, and made his rear his 
front, as Tippoo's greateft efforts Were made 
from that quarter, whole cavalry made fe- 
veral charges, and were as often repulfed 
with great lofs. 

Part of Tippoo's infantry now poflefled 
the port which the Colonel's advanced pic- 
quet had left, and another pafty pofleHed 
themfelves 
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thanfelves of fome high banks on the Co- 
lonel's left, from whence they cannonaded 
him from four 24-poundcrs, which did 
great havock, as they continued firing all 
that day. 

At thi$ time there being three finall de- 
tachments out from the garrifon of Tanjore, 
collefting provifions fpr a ftore in cafe of a 
l^ege, and the Colonel well-knowing, that 
if he did not divert the intention of Tippoo 
Saib, they might in all probability be cut off 
by a detachment of his, which might have 
been eafily effected, as his party was fo pow- 
erful. The Colonel, therefore, mo/t gene- 
roufly determined to abide the confequencc 
of holding out againft him as long as he 
could, which would give the Tanjore de- 
tachments time to return to their garrifon, 
as the event juftified his choice. 

About ten o'clock that night the Colonel 
marched, with intention to take poftin the 
Pagoda of Videauefcoil, where he thought it 
poflible t0 hold outuntil the next night, al- 
though without provifions, and afterwards 
by a forced march to reach the town of Tri- 
valore, and from thence to go tp I^ega- 
patam. 
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patam. Thefe defigns were pradicable, as 
drowning people are apt to catch at every 
twig that, might afford them a prolpedl of 
lafety ; but here his defigns were fruilrated 
by the villainy of his herricar, or guide, who 
led the party out of their way, over rice- 
fields and water-courfes, one of which took 
them four hours to crois, with their guns 
and. tumbrils, &c. 

Tippoo Saib, all this time, had not the 
Icaft idea that, the Colonel would prefume to 
•itoove, therefore had made no preparation tp 
oppofc him, and.it was four o'clock in the 
morning before hejcpew any thing of their 
being moved off. 

Had it not been for thofe unforefeen halts^ 
l^ey would have certainly reached the afore- 
mentioned pagoda early in the morning of 
the i8th. Tippoo S.aib!s advanced party ar- 
rived in iight, and copmenced a heavy can- 
nonade without doing much execution ; they 
being kept at a refpe£table diftance by the 
Colooel's flanking guards, and the country 
being enclofed, hindered, Tippoo,'s cavahy 
from ailing. 

■ K. About 
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About eleven o'clock they reached a large 
choultry (a ftone building for travellers to 
reft in) on the fide of a village, where was 
a thiqk grove of trees ; here Tippoo had pre- _ 
pared an ambufcade of about 300 horfe, not 
above 50 yards from the road through which 
they were to pafs ; thefe charged rfiem, and 
rode quite through their line, but evidently 
with the greateftconfufion and fear on their 
part : they attempted to return the ^cie 
way, but by this time the fcpoys had clofed 
their ranks, and gave them a warm but an 
irregular fire, fo that very few efcaped who 
made this charge. In cafe this charge had 
taken the. dcfired eflfedl, by putting the 
whole party in confiifioh, they were to have 
been fupported by another large party, who 
were in readinefs to embrace the advantage ; 
as it is a faft, that Tippoo had given them 
' {inO: orders to cut every European to pieces. 

The fcpoys, when once they had began 
firing, could not by any means- be re- 
ftrained, but continued it while they had a 
cartridge left J and the gun ammunition 
being nearly expended, the fepoys were-alfo 
in a terrible confuiiQirt being now undei' no 
fort 
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fort of fubordination, but running .about in 
fearch of their wives and children. Tip- 
poo's party had by this time completely fur- 
rounded them, and ready to fall on from 
every fide ; on which fomc of the officers 
reprefenting to the Colonel the impoffibility 
of holding out any longer, determined him 
to ajk quarter, which was immediately 
granted. 

Side Saib, one of Tippoo's Generals, ad- 
vanced, and told the Colonel, that the lives 
of his party fhould be faved ; and whatever 
of their baggage that could be preferved from 
the general plunder, fhould be reftored to 
them : however, they had but a fmall part 
of it returned- 

. As foon as the confufion was a little fub- 
fided, Tippoo Saib ordered all the EngUfli 
officers to be brought to him, when, after 
examining them, they were ient into the 
village, accompanied by one of his French 
furgeons, to drefs thofe that were wounded. 

The next morning Tippoo lent them a 

few pieces of fine callico cloth, to make 

them clothes ; alfo four pieces of a coarfer 

Ibrt, for bandages for their wounds -, like- 

K 2 wife 
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wife thirty pagodas, ill. fterling, with fur- 
ther alTurance, that they fliould have what- 
ever they wanted J by thefe means, they 
were induced to entertain a favourable idea 
of his character for the prefent ; but after- 
wards they woefully experienced the con- 
trary. Such vrtis the fate of this gallant 
little party ; many of whom were killed and 
wounded, and the reft taken prifoners. 

After this nothing of confequence hap- 
pened until the latter end of March, when 
the French had a fquadron of fhips arrived 
from Europe, with a confiderable body of 
land-forces, whom they landed at Porto 
Nova; and now being free from any appre- 
henlions of the Engliih fouthernarmy, whilft 
that of Hyder kept Generdl Coote from 
making any fudden attack pn them from the 
northward, they proceeded with the greatcft 
fccurity to Cuddalore, which being weak 
and incapable of holding out any time, was, 
on the 4th of April, 1782, furrendercd on 
terms of capitulation ; immediately after 
this the French lent a ilrong reinforcement 
of Europeans to Hyder's camp, who, now 
on the 1 2th, moved to Permitcoil and in- 
vefted. 
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veiled it, and that place furrcndered^oA 
terms,, on the 1 7th. 

* General Coote, from his intelligence, 
had every reafon to believe, that the French » 
and Hyder would march immediately to at- ^ 
tack Wandewath j he therefore marched his 
army towards it with all poffible difpatch, • 
in full 'perfuafion, that they Would have 
met him there, and tried a decifive adion ; ■ 
but he arrived there without receiving the 
fraalleft oppofition : apprehending, how- 
ever, left they might be in doubt about liis 
deiireof bringing them to adlion, and con- 
vinced that they would not feek him in the 
neighbourhood of Wandewalh, where he 
could have received them to great advan- 
tagje, whereupon he determined to advance ■ 
towards them. He accordingly made two 
marches in the direiS road to the ground, 
Dn which he had obferved them, from the " 
hill of Wandewafli, to be encamped ; but 
on his approach they fell back, and both 
by his intelligence, arul by what they could 
difcover from the heights near his camp» 
they had taken up their flattfin on the Red 
Hills near Pondicheny. This was a poii-> 
K 3 tion 
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tion in itTelf fo ftrong, and could, by an 
army of fuch magnitude as Hyder's, fup- 
ported by an European force, iar exceeding 
the numbers in his army, be occupied to 

, fo great advantage, that he jjidged it expe- 
dient to lay his intelligence and fenti- 
mentj before the two next officers in com- 
mand. Major General Stuart and Colonel 

■ Lang, that he might have the benefit of 
their opinions on a matter of fuch momen- 
tous importance, and on the iffue of which 
depended the whole of the Britifh intereAs , 
in India. 

Upon a reference to the council of war, ' 
which was held on this occafion, the idea 
the General fuggefted, of drawing die ene- 
my from their ftrong hold, by moving in a 
direction, which would eifcdlually check 
Hyder's fupplics, and alarm him for the 
iafety of his grand magazine at Arnec, was 
unanimoufly approved. 

In conformity to that plan, the General 
marched on the 30th of May, and on the 
ift of June encamped at the diftance of five 
miles from Arnee. That day he received 
intelligence^ that Hyder, on Hearing the 
route 
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route he had taken, marched immediately, 
and that the advance of his army had ar- 
rived the preceding evening at DeiToor, dif- 
tant from the General about twenty-five 
miles ; who was thereby fatisfied, that the 
efiedt he had in view had taken place : 
he immediately ordered a proper place to be 
reconnoitred for polling his baggage, ^n 
cafe he Ihould find it advifeable to go and 
meet Hyder, or to receive him on the 
ground he then occupied. 

Early in the morning of the 2d, the 
General received intelligence, that Hyder 
and the French were arrived at Chlttepett, 
about eleven miles diftant from him. His 
army being then under orders of march to 
proceed nearer Arnee, which he was en- 
couraged to believe might prove an eafy ac- . 
quifition ; and which, by the large ftock ■ 
of provifions it contained, added to the ex- 
treme fitnefs of its fituation, opened to him 
no lefs a profpedt than the total expulfion 
of Hyder from the Carnatic. In the Ge- 
neral's then pofition, with Hyder's army on 
the one fide, and an objeft of fiich magni- 
tude on the other, it became a point of de- 
K 4 liberation. 
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liberation, which was the moft eh'gible line 
of condudt to be adopted ; to perfevere in 
his original intention of threatening Arnee, 
(which Hydcr had moft undoubtedly came; 
to cover) and thereby bring on an aftion, 
pr to advance and engage them j he pre- 
ferred the former, as it promifed the xiiofl: 
certain iffue upon the mind of Hydcr, 
vhofe fole view evidently was to fave his 
grand magazine. It was equal to him, 
whether he accomplifhed that by diverting 
the General's attention from it, or by giving 
him battle. But it is reafohable to imagine, 
that if he fucceeded on the former grounds, 
he would hardly, after having fuffered four 
defeats, put any thing to rifle on the latter. 
The General, therefore, comihenced 
bis march towards Arnee, contiguous to 
which the advance of his army had arrived, 
and had begun to mark out the ground for 
the encampment, when a diftant cannonade 
opened on his rear, and which was the firft 
annunciation he Iiad of Hyder's having 
approached fo near him in force. His 
coming upon him thus iuddenly, proceeded 
from his being aT)ie to coVcr the march of 
his 
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his line of infentry, by his large bodie»-of 
horfe, and which having genially hetA the 
(fompanibns of the General's ihovratients^ 
during the whole of the war, wetc- never 
to be confidered as any pofitive proof 06 
his army being at hand. 

Every dilpatch was ufed la making rfio 
neceflary difpofitioris for r^pfcHirtg the at-' 
tack, and coming to adaob* The lifte be- 
ing then in a low Situation, with high and 
commanding ground all irouiid, whieh^ as 
Hyder had got pofleffion of, the Genefai'* 
flidnoeuvres were performed onder evety dif- 
advintage, and expofcd to a heavy, thought 
diflant cannonade. It was not unt^ neaf 
mid-day, that he had reduced Hydfcr's va-^ 
fious attacks into one fettled point, fo as to 
advance upon them with efietft, ttnd with 
d profpeiS of advantage;, bat fo &oa as 
tTiat was accomplilhed, he pufhed oa, and 
Hyder gave way : he purfucd them till the 
evening was far advanced, taking -from 
them in their retreat one gun and five turn-. 
brils, and two carts loaded with ammuni-^ 
tion. 

. -• ' ^ The 



.vGoogic 



,j4 T H E L I F E O F 

The General remained at this advanced 
Aatipn to the lail moment the ftate of his 
provifions would admit ofj and when 
obliged to fall hack for his fupplies, he 
cndavoured to do it with all the credit pof- 
fible, by again feeking for Hyder, who, by 
intelligence, had encamped with his army 
contiguous to a road the General might 
inarch. Hyder retreated before him with 
precipitation,, although in poiTeiEon of 
ground which he could have difputed to 
advantage. The General purfued his 
march the next day, by the iimie road on 
which Hyder had retreated, but found that 
he had turned off, and croffed the country 
towards Arnee. 

On the 8th of June, whilft the General 
was encamped near Trivetore, and when 
he had halted a day to refrefli the troops 
and cattle, hU grand guard was moft un- 
fortunately drawn into an ainbufcade of 
about 6000 of Hyder's chofen horfc, and 
totally cut off before any fupport could be 
afforded. 

At this time the General received intel- 
ligence from Bombay, that a peace was 
concluded 
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concluded between the Englifti and the 
Mahrattes the i^th of May laft. 

Nothing of confequence happened tb 
cither army for the four following months. 

The monfoons being now fet in, bodi 
armies were fettled in their diiferent canton- 
ments J when advice was received of Hy- 
der's death, who had but juft again taken 
the field, and encamped near Chittoor. 
He died on the 9th of Novembo", 1782, 
occafioned by a cancer on his back, vphich 
he had been troubled with forfomejears; 
the French furgeon who had ufed to dreft 
it, attended feveral days after his death at 
his tent, to keep up appearances. His 
body vras conveyed avray in a covoed 
dooley, attended by people carrying lighted 
flambeaus, under pretence of its being one 
of the ladies of the feraglio, and diipatched 
to Colar, where he was interred. 

Nothing of confequence being now in 
agitation here, I muft take notice of what 
was tranfe(5tai on the coaft of Mallabar. 
About this time the Government of Bom- 
bay fitted out a ftrong force, under com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Mathews, who 
proceeded 
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|»roceeded. to Onone, which place he foon 
reduced. On his hearing of the death of 
Hyder, he proceeded to Cundapore, which 
he alfo reduced after a very flight refiftance. 
After which he inverted and took Mangu- 
lore, the 9th of Afcrch, 1783 ; on his at- 
f&mpcing to flnrm the ^t, they hung out 
their flag and furrenderei . From thence 
he proceeded towards die Biddcnore counr- 
try, where having taken the gauts, or for- 
tified p^&$r he reached ihc city of Bidde- 
vlore, which place he alfo rcduced. 

At this time fome mifunderftandiogs hap- 
pening between him and the Government 
iof Bombay, they fu^iended him from the 
command of the army, and appointed Co- 
lonel M'Leod, a Brigadier-General, to fuc- 
ceed him ; which gentleman, with others, 
who were proceeding to Biddenore, were 
attacked by the Mahrattas,. and taken pri- 
foncrs, but were foon after releafed j the 
particulars of which being foreign to the 
■hiftory of Hyder, I fliall forbear to relate. 

Tippoo Saib, on hearing that Biddenore 

■was tiiken, immediately fent the greateft 

part (tf hi« army through the Chaugiwna 

Pafs, 
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Pafs, out of the Carnatic, and he himfeif 
foon followed, in order to ufe his utmofl: 
efforts to recover his valuable pofleflions in 
the Biddenore eountry. 

'In a letter of the rft of April, 1783, 
General Mathews fays, that Tippoo Saib, 
with 1000 French, 12,000 horie, and as 
many infantry, with a krge train of artiU 
Icry, were already arrived within forty-five 
miles of Biddenore, and purpofed pufhing 
on widiout delay. 

The General having been reinforced by 
fome of his Majefty's troops, under com- 
mand of Captain Fetherfton ; on the 9th 
of April, Tippoo Saib's army appeared in 
fight of Biddenore ; and about four o'clock, 
■in the afternoon furrounded the town, which 
is very large, and deftitute of fortification. 
The General then ordered the army (about 
2000 men) to retreat under the walls of 
the fort, where they remained until fix 
o'clock. The French had already began 
to conftrud a battery, which the General 
determined to attack by fi:orm immediate- 
ly. He had proceeded on this fervice but a 
Ihort time, ere he fent orders for the load 
, regiment, 
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regiment* and a battalion of iepoys to marc^ 
to his relief. Tippoo's French Command- 
ant, feeing fo large a body coming ag^nft 
him, made^ a flievy of furrendering, until 
he could coUedt more force i having ob- 
tained this objedl, and being alked by Capt. 
Fctherfton if he was, going to furrender, 
kughed at the idea, ana told Fetherfton, 
^t he imagined the Engliih were going 
to furrender. The ftreets and houfcs by 
this time were full of Tippoo's troops, 
who began a heavy fire from all quarters, 
which killed Captain Fetherfton j on which 
Captain Pyne facceeded to the command 
of the I o2d regiment, who was immedi- 
ately Ihot twice through his leg. The 
fepoys feeing what havock was made among 
them by the grape ihot, gave way ; where- 
by the reft were obliged to retreat to the 
fort. Tippoo the next day opened feventy 
guns againft- them, which was bravely 
anfwered by thofe from the fort. The 
place is quite furr^unded by hills, and every 
one commanding it, fo that they lay quite 
cxpofed i in this fituation, however, they 
held out until the 27th, when Tippoo Saib 
O0^d 
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offered terms ; viz. That the forts of Bid- 
denorc or Hydemagur, Anampore, Coli- 
droog, with all the arms and ammunition, 
ftores, and Circar property, ihould be de- 
livered to himj that the EngUfli ihould go 
to Bombay, by way of Goa, and that he 
would fiirniih doolies, and every thing ne- 
ceffary for their conveyance. Thefe terms 
the General thought proper to accept of, as 
being advantageous in his Htuation, and ac- 
cordingly marched out of Biddenorc on the 
28th of April, to a plain in the neighbour- 
hood, where they laid down dieir arms, and 
were furrounded by Tippoo's army, who, 
. having fent for the General, field ofiicers, 
and Captains, had them learched-and Grip- 
ped of ev«y thing ; the other officers and 
foldiers foon after fhared the fame fate, which 
plainly ftiews how much the word oftfuch a 
barbarian is to be depended on. 

The particulars of the fufferings of thofc 
unfortunate gentlemen and poor foldiers, the 
reader will fand annexed to the end of this 
wwk. 

Colonel Campbell, a brave and expe- 
rienced officer, at this time commanded at 
Mangalore, 
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Alangalore, vdth a .g^rtifon, confiiHng c^ 
the 42d regiment, fpcoe dptachments, fronj . 
other raiments, fome. Bc^bay EiHopeaps, 
and artillery jnpn, with four battalions of 
f^ys, altogether aboiit 3,000 men, and a 
tolerable ftock of provifigps. 
, Tippoo Saib, after 'he bad. takijn Bidtje- 
nore, and pUt the garrifonrin order, and fet-r 
tied the country afiairs, proceeded imme- 
diately to the Mallahar Coail with his army, 
in-order to reduce the garrifons then in pof- 
■feffion of theEnglifh, fo that by the 1.9th of 
^May he applied before Mangalore,, and 
;began his operations iby a vigorous ficge. 

The trenches being opened and, batteries 
-ereaed, wall fuppli^d with cannon, .and 
manned with French gumiefs, Tippoo 
thought to have foon nwde a cohqueft of 
^the.place, buthereinhe wasmiftakenj for 
Colonel Campbell and his brave troops as 
gallantly defended it, and oft?n repulfed 
them in feveral . attacks they made on the 
gMrifcn, tillatiengththeibrtiiicattons were,, 
reduced to a mere heap of ruins ; yet the 
Colonel Supported the defence /or feyeral 
raonths, although. he, was. in«tr»ne teccf-- 
fity 
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;fity for want of provifions, and almoft on" 
the point of ftarving. 

During this time, Mahomet Ally, the 
^firft General in Tippoo's army, being dii'>- 
iatisfied, relblved to go over to the Englifli 
with .5,000 of his foeil men; ^th ^iuh- 
Tippoo, by feme means, became acquainted ^ 'j 
whefe ^my fasiN|^lioW'in a ^kly condition, 
having lain the time ofthe monfoons before 
the place, and being. alfo much reduced by 
lofs of thofe killed and wounded,- j b ^ wfoF fr A^ 
-could but ill fpare 5i000 men. He invited 
Mahomet Ally in the evening to walk with 
bin? in the fields without the camp, at- 
tended but by few; however, at a private 
figiial by T^poo, one of his attendants 
ftabbed Mahomet Ally, that he died op the 
ipot ; by this mrans he hindered the de- 
fertion of the 5,000 men, and continued to / ' , , 
carry on the fiege,^which was as obftinately \ «-• 
defended by Colonel Campbell ; where we 
fliall leave them, and take notice of what is 
doing in the Carnatic. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Who 

had been to Bengal for the benefit of his 

health,, as well as to . fettle his atBiirj there^ 

L . previous 
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" jffcvious to his going to Eurapef arrived at 
Madras the 25th of Aprily I783> and died 
there '@n6 day following. His lofs is moil 
fincereiy regretted by every one that knev? 
kim. 

GreneraL^tuatt, wHo now fiicceeded to 
fhe command of the forces in the CarnatiCj 
had marched wi(h the grand army-towards 
Cuddalore, in order to reduce that place, , 
vthich had been taken by the French fome 
time fince* 

The General* on his arrival within a fe* 
tniles crf"the place on the 1 2 th of June, 1783, 
callAi a council of warj die two officers 
next in command to him. Major General 
Bruce and Colonel Stuart, and making them 
acquainted with tiie fete of afiairs in ge- 
neral i and, obferving above all, the vaft 
works the French were making on the high 
grounds and lines, in commutiication with 
the port: commonly called Brickmyre's, thus 
ftretching along the neck by which he was 
to approach the jdace j he requcftcd General 
Bruce and Colonel Stiart freely to fpeak 
their minds ^ "he alfo called rfie chief en- 
gineer^' and dio Gommanding oiEccrs of the 
Bengal 
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BerigaJ arid Coaft artillery as deliberative^ de-; 
firing to fcndwi in their diiferent depart- 
inents; if they were in rcadinefsj fo fiir as 
regarded materials for cloiihg the redoubts 
after they /hoiild get poflbffidni and to form 
a firft i*arallel, and a^ td giinSi vrith a fuffi- 
cierit fiipply of AokS tor the eritftrprizc; 
Th^ agreed that efery thing waS in readi- 
ftefs, and were unanlmtitifly of OpiniOni that 
ihere was not an hour to be loft in driving 
the French frdm all their dut-pofts into 
Cuddalore, Or under the guns; 

He inunediately prcfented tHe pkii he 
meant to follow^ to effiaSt thai purpoft» 
which was; in general, mtift exa^ fol- 
lowed; Lieutenant Colonel Kelly; in the 
precife moment agreed cfn^ wHich w-as the 
hext morning of the 1 3th; with his party, 
got poffeffion of the pofts bf the enemy on 
the Bandipollam Hills; with their guns ; 
and- Lieutenant Colonel Cathcart, at the 
head of thegrenadiers; fiipported by Colonel 
Stuart; ccftnmanded the advance picquetS on 
the Irft, corififtirig of the remains of the 
73d regiment, and two battalions of fepdysj 
L 2 madis 
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made a movement to turn the enemy '« right 
fknk.. . 

In advancing, they fuftained fueh a heavy 
lire, and ,th^ ^iound fo diffieuh, that, with 
great judgment. Colonel Stuart covered his 
people, until he could better reconnoitre, 
and fome further difpofition could be taken 
to approach the enemy from different quar- 
-ters, nearly about the fame time. He fent 
the General a report of his fituation, who 
gave orders, in.Gonfequence, to the referve 
under Colonel Gordon, to m^ke a move- 
ment in advance to their left, and to Major 
General Bruce to march tathe right, in the 
direction of the redoubt, if the ground would 
admit of it. 

The Greneral had 'very properly polled 
Lieutenant Colonel Edmondfon upon the 
land- hills, near the fea, to lupport four brafs 
1 8-pounders, and prevent their being flanked 
on that fide. 

Upon further information that the redoubt, 
which principally annoyed the grenadiers, 
was to be got at in the rear, orders were 
given for the grenadiers, the referve, and 
thft right under General Bruce, to dole 
upon 
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upon the enemy with their njufquetry, leav- 
ing their guns under covers he then de- 
fired the commanding officer of artillery to 
fire three guns as a fignal, and to continue 
■ a heavy fire fov five minutes on the enemy's 
redoubt, on the front oppofite to Colonel 
Stuart, and the grenadiers, vi'hilft the re- 
ferve under Colonel Gordon was moving 
on ; upon the fire ceafing, the attack on 
all fides began. 

The referve advanced in the heft order 
imaginable, under a very heavy fire of muf- 
quetry, round and grape ; the greateft part 
of whomfoon got within the enemy's en- 
trenchments, where they loft a great many 
men. 

Another part of the army were driven 
back, and purfued for a confiderable time 
by the enemy j however, at that precife 
time, whilft the French were in purfuit, 
the grenadiers under Colonel Cathcart and' ' 
Major Moore, with Colonel Stuart and Cap- 
tain Lamont, with the 73d, entered the 
redoubt on the fide where it was not entirely 
clofed, and riot only took poiTeflion of it, 
but pufhed forward to a poft called Brick- 
L 3 myre's, 
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myth's, conliderably in advanpe, and wen; 
for fome time in pofieHion of it, with the 
guns, but obliged to quit, upon freih troops 
pouring in upon them. 

They, however, kept hold of the firft 
redoubt, as commanding or enfilading every 
thing in front, or to the right of it, and 
therefore a good point to go from, in thdr 
af^roaches : it was ordered to he clofed by 
the chief engineer as foon as poffible. The 
havock done by the EngliJh guns from the 
hdghts now appeared plain j and having 
thus fecured, by Lieutenant Colonel Kelly 
and his brigade, the commanding points of 
Bandipollam Hills, and feeing from thence, 
the whole bounds of Cuddalore : and having 
fecured a poll to approach from, of fuch 
importance as before-mentioned, the Ge- 
neral thought it fufficient for the day, con- 
fidering the numbers of his brave men that 
\ad fallen. 

The French, in the courfe of the night, 

abandoned all their remaining out- polls, and 

drew off their guns, excepting three, which- " 

wcfc brought back by the Engliih into the- 

redoubt, 
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redoubt, ready to .open againft their formeir 
fnafters. 

From the beft accounts, the French Toft 
in this ai^ 42 ofGccrs anc} 600 pu^. with 
16 gun$ and eight tumbrils, 

The lofs of the Englifli was |o officers 
;md 152 Europeans, rank and file, killed.; 
36 officers and 357 Europeans, rank an4 
file, wounded, Sepoys, five, offict^-s aiu) 
29 men killed f eight pfficers find 224 meiv 
Wounded, 

The next day, the 14th, the General ad- 
vanced wirfi his army near to the fqrt of 
Cuddalore, 

The other EngllHi armyj, acting in th^ 
Carnatic under Colonel Lang, had macje an 
irruption into the Coimbatqrc country, fub- 
duing the forts of CaroorandDindegul, when 
the Colonel was reca^ed to join the gran4 
army before Cuddalqre, and Colonel Fuller-r 
ton invefted with the command in his roopi»- 
who with great fpirit anj adivity ha(l puihe4 
on as. &r as Darampore, which pla^e fur- 
rendered to him the I ft of Junci hfi was 
then within fix days march of Paliagapberi, 
towards which place his j^th^r progrefs 
t^ 4 W*^ 
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xvas totdlly barred, by an order from Ge- 
neral Stuart to move back to Cuddalore,' 
who was foon; after ordered to march back 
again to the Coimbatore country, ftrongjy 
reinforced. 

General Stuart having now made great 
progrefs in the flege, on the 25th the French 
made a'ially ; their principal attack was di- 
rcfted on the right of the EngHfh parallel, 
who having a redoabt there, with two guns, - 
galled them very much : neverthelefs, they 
came oh to clofe quarters, when they were 
foon routed, with the lofs of four officers 
and feveral men killed, their commanding 
officer taken prifoner, with about 1 50 men. 

The Englilh loft three officers, and about 
30 men killed and wounded. ' 

Soon after this, General Stuart received the 
news of a peace being concluded in Europe 
the 9th of February, in coniequence of 
Vhich, a ceffation of hoftilities took place. 
It is imagined that the garrifon would foon 
have beep fubdued, had not this news ar- 
rived: 

" The French immediately tranfmitted an, 
jiccount of "the peace to" their good ally. 
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. Tippoo Salb, on the receipt of which he 
alfo "thought fit td ceafe hoftilities, and with- ^ 
drew his army from before the fort of Man- 
galore. 

Some gentlemen of the Council being now 
fent off from Madras to Tippoo Saib with 
the like news, and empowered to conclude 
a treaty of peace with him, in which they 
fucceededj of which the following is a 
copy : 

Treaty of Peace with the Nabob Tipfpo 
Sultan Bahauijer. 

/The Cpmpany's^ /Tippoo Sultan'sx 

V Seal. '' . V Seal. } 

TREATY of perpetual peace and friend- 
fliip between the Honourable the Englifli 
Eaft-India Company, and the Nabob Tip-. 
poo Sultan Bahauder, on his own behalf, 
for the countries of Seringaptam, Hyder 
Nagur, &c. and all his other poiTeffions, 
fettled by Anthony Sadleir, George Leojiard 
Staunton, and John Huddleilon, Kfqrs. on 
behalf of the Honourable Eaft-India Com- 
pany, for all their pofleffions, and for the 
Carnatic 
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^arnatic Payen Gaut, by virtue of powers 
^eg[ate4 to ;he Right Hcmourahle the Pre-^ 
^aent and S?lc<ft Committee of Fprt St. 
George, for that purpofe, by the Honourable 
|hc Governor General Md Council appointed 
by the King and P^Uament of Great Bri- 
tain, to d^^ and cqntroul all political af- 
feirs of the Honourable Eaft-India Company 
in India, and by the faid Nabob, agreeably 
to the following articles, which are to be ' 
ftridtly and invariably obferved, as long as 
the fun ^nd moon flviU laft, by both parties ^ 
^at is to iay, by the Engliih Company, and 
the three governments of Bengal, Madras, 
^nd Bombay, and the Nabob Tipppo Sul- 
tan Bahauder^ 

Article I. Peace and friendlhip fh^ll im- 
mediately take place between the faid Com- 
pany and the Nabob Tippoo SuUan Ba- 
hauder, and their friends and allies, parti- 
cularly including therein the Rajahs of Tan- 
jore and Travencore, who arc friends and 
allies to the Englifh, and the Carnatic Payfcn 
Gaut J alfo Tippoo Sultan's friends and al- 
lies : the Beby of Cannanorc, and the Ra-, 
jahs^ or Zemindars, of the Malabar Coafl, 
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aie included in this treaty. The EngUf^ 
will npt, dircQiy, or indirectly; aflift the 
pnemi^ of th^ Nabpb Tfppoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder, nor maJte war upon his friends or 
alhes ; and the Nabol^ Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
liauderwill nqt, diredlly, or indiredly, aC- 
iifl the ^nei^ies, nor make war upon' thq 
friends or allies q( the Englifh, 

Article II. Immediately af^r figning and 
fcalinjg the treaty by the NabobTippoq Sultan, 
Bahauder, and thfe three EngUfli Commif- 
lioners, the faid Nabob ihall fend ordeis 
for the cqmplet^ evacuation of the Carnatic^ 
and the reftoration of all th? forts aiid placo} 
in it^ now poflelTed by his troops j the fort^ 
pf Amboorgur and Satgur excepted : and 
Xuch evacuation and reftoration {ha^adtually 
an4 efiefh^ly be made in the fpace of thir^ 
flays, from the ^y of ^gning the treaty. 
And the laid Nabob ihall alfo, immediately 
after lignjng the treaty, fend orders for the 
roleafe of all the piuibos who were taken 
fad n>ade priToners in the lat^ war, and 
novir alive, whether European or native | 
^d for their being iafdy conduced to and 
delivered at fuch Engliih fort, or fettle- 
ment. 
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ment, as lliaU be hearcft to the places where 
they now are, ib that the faid rfeleafe and 
delivefy qf the prifoners fliall aflifally and 
cff&flually be made in thirty days from- the 
day of figning the treaty. The Nabob 
wUl caufe them to be fupplied with provi- 
fions and conveyances for the journey, the 
cxpence of which ihall be made good to - 
him by the Company. The Commiffioners 
will fend an officer, or officers, to accom- 
pany the prifoners to the different places 
where they are to be delivered j in particu- 
lar, Abdul Wahab Cawn, taken at Chitoor, 
and his family, fhall be immediately re- 
leafed j and, if willing to return to the Car- 
natic, fhall be allowed to do fo. If any 
, perfbn, or perfons, belonging to the faid 
Nabob, and taken by the Company in the 
late \var, be now alive, and in prifon in' ■ 
Bencoolen, or other territories of the Com- 
pany, fuchperfon, or perfons, fliall be im-- 
mediately releafed ; and, if willing to re- - 
turn, fhall be fent without delay to the 
ne&refl: fort, or fettlement, in the Myfore 
country. Bafwafca, late Amuldar of Palt- 
caeherry. 
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cacherry, fliall be releafed, an4 at liberty 
to depart. 

■ Article III, Immediately after figning 
and fealing the treaty, the Engliih Commif- 
li(>ners ih^l give written orders for the de- 
livery of ■ Onore, . Carwar, and Sadafheva- 
gada, and .forts or places adjoining thereto, 
andfend;a'ftiip,,or fliips, to bring away the 
garrifons.. The Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
haudcr, will caufe the troops in thofe places to 
be.fupplielwitliprovifions, and any other ne- ■ 
ceflary affiftance for their voyage to Bom-^ 
bay, (,tbey paying for the lame) the Com- 
miffioncrs , will likewife give at the fame 
time, written orders for the immediate de- 
livery p£ the forts and diHriifts of Caroor, 
Auracourchy, and Daraparam ; and imrne- 
diately .after the relealc and delivery, of the 
prifoncrs as before mentioned, the fort and 
diftridt of Dindigal ftiaU'be evacuated and 
reftored to the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder, and none of the troops of the 
Company fliall afterwards remain in the 
country of the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder. 

Article 
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Article IV. As foon as 4ll Ae priibners 
are releafed and deliTercd, the fort and dif- 
hiO: of Cannanore fhall be dracdated, and 
ieftored to Ali Rajah Biby, the Queeil of 
that country, in die prefcncc of any one 
perfdny without troops^ whoin the Nahob 
Tippoc* Sultan Bahauder may appoint for 
that purpofe; and at the fame time that 
the orders are given fbr the evacuation and 
delivery of the forts of Cannanore and Din- 
digal, the £iid Nabob fhall give writteri 
torders for the evacuation and delivery of 
Amboorgur and SatgUr to the Englifli j 
and in the mean time, none of the iraopS 
of the iaid Nabob fhall be left ill any |iart 
of the Carnatic, except in the tWo forts 
abovementioned- 

Article V. After the conclufioh of this 
treaty, the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahauder 
will make no claim whatever, in future, on. 
the Carnatic; 

Article VI. All peribns whaflbever/ who 
have been taken and carried away from the 
Carnatic Payen Gaut, ' (which includes 
Tanjore) by the late Nabob- Hydo-. Ally 
Gawn Bahaudefi who is in heaven^ or by 
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the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahauder, at 
btherwife belonging to the Carnatic, and 
now in the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bauhali- 
" dcr's dominionsi and willing to return, 
fhall be immediately allowed to return with 
their families and children, or as ibon at 
may be convenient to themfelves j and aH 

'■ ' perfons belonging to Venjfatgdherry Rajah, 
Who were takm prifoners in returning from 
the fort of Vdlcire, to which pkce they 
had been fent with provifions, Ihall aUb b6 
releaiedf and parmitted immediately to re- 
turn^ Lifts of the principal perfons be-^ 
ionging to the Nabob Mahomed Ally CawA 
Bahaudcr, ' and to the Rajah of Veneagat- 
cherry, fliall be delivered to the Nabob 
Tippoo Sultan's Miniftcrs i and the Nabob 
will cauie the contents of this article to b& 
publicly notified throughout his country; 

Article VIL This being the happy pe- 
*-iod of general peace and reconciliation, the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultan Baihaudw, as a tefti- 
mony and a proof of his friendffup to the: 
Englilh, agr^s, that the Rajahs, or Ze- 

- mindars, on this coaft, who have favoured 

th» 
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the Engliih in the late war, ihall.notbtf 
molefted on diat account. 
. Article VIII. The Nabob^i^yop SaU 
tan Bahauder, hereby renews and_cpn^rii)6 
all the commercial privileges and; ipfl^r 
jiities given to the Engliih by the late- Na*- 
bobHyder Ally Cawn Bahauder,. who is m 
heaven, and particularly ftipulatied and fpe- 
cified in the treaty between the Company 
and the ^d Nabob, concluded the 8th of 
Auguft, 1770. 

. Article IX. The Nabob Tippo6 Sultan 
Bahauder, fhall reftore the fadlory and pri- 
vileges poffeflcd by the" Bnglifli at Callicut; 
until the year i779> (or 1193 Hegira) and 
fhall reftore ]yiount Dilly, and its diftxitft, 
belonging to the fettlement of Tellichery, 
and poflefled by the Englifli, till tak,efl. by 
Sedar Cawn, at the conuaaencement of the 
Jate war. 

Article X. This treaty fliall be figned 
and fealed by the EngUfh Commifliojiqfs', 
and a- copy of it Ihall afterwards be figned 
and fealed by the Prefident and Sel&£t Com- 
mittee of Fort Sj. George, . ?nd returned 
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to the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahauder, in 
one month, or fooner, if poffible j and "the 
fame (haU be acknowledged under the hands 
and ieals of the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, and the Governor and 
Selc<ft Committee of Bombay, as binding 
upon all the Governments in India ; and 
copies of the treaty, fo acknowledged, 
fhall be fent to the faid Nobob, in three 
months, or fooner, if poffible. In testi- 
mony whereof, the laid contrafting parties 
have figned, fealed, and interchangeably 
delivered two inftruments of the ^me tenor 
and date j to wit, die faid three Commif- 
iioners on behalf of the Honorable Englilh 
Eaft-India Company, and the Carnatic 
Peyen Gaut, and. the iaid Nabob Tippoo 
Sultan Bahauder on his behalf, and the do- 
minions of Seringapatam and Hyder Nagur, 
&c. Thus executed at Mangulore, (other- 
wife called Codial Bunder) this 1 1 th day of 
March, and year, 1784, of the Chriftian 
^ra, and i6thdayof the Moon Rabillafany, /^A ^ 
in the year of the Hegira 1 1 98. 

M (Signed) 
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(Signed) 
Tipoo Sultan's Anth, Sadlier, (L.S.) 
Signature, G.L.Staunton, (L.S.) 

J. HUDDLESTON, (L. S.j 

(A true Copy,) 
■Wt Cf Jackfonj Secjstary to th? Embafly. 
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piARRAriVE of the Treatment of the 
Prifonen token -with Brigadier-^Generel 
Richard Mathews, iy the Nabob 
Tippoo Stfi,TAN Bahauder, April 
?8, 1783, 

TH E (iege of Beddanore having lafteii 
feventeen days, a ceffation of arms 
took place on the 24th of April 1783, and 
on the 26th the General called a council of 
war, who, after deliberating on the fituation 
pf aflairs, came to a refblution of capitulat- 
ing, , on ccindition that the garrifon ihoultj 
be allowed (o mafch out; of the fort with 
the honors of war, and pile their arms oa 
the glacis j that £^ publiQ ftores ihould be 
delivered -pp ; that the Nabob ihould iur-- 
ni£h the troops with a plentiful buzzar, 
(ind proper conveyance fpr th^ fick j that, 
after being joined by the garrifons of Cooli- 
droog and Anantpore, they (hould be at li- 
berty to march unmolefted, with their pri-? 
yate property, to Sedafliaghurrj, from thence 
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to embark for Bombay ; that^ a guard of 
loo fepoys fliould be granted Brigadier- 
General R. Mathews, with 36 rounds of 
ammunition j and that the Nabob, for the 
performance of the treaty on his part, 
fliould deliver two hoftagcs. 
. The capitulation being figned, and the 
hoftages received, the garrifon marched out 
of the fort with the honors of war, on 
the evening of the 28 th of April, and, after 
piling their arms on the glacis, were imme- 
diately cfcorted by a ftrong body of the 
enemy to a tank, about half a mile beyond 
the Onore gate, where the General was told 
he niuft encamp that night j to which he 
reluctantly confented, it being his intention 
to have marched two or three miles further. 
When the whole came up, the ^emy fur- 
rounded us, and pofted centinels on eveiy 
iide, beyond whom no perfon was permit- 
ted to pafs. The General, calling for his , 
body guard, was informed, that the enemy 
had forcibly taken away their arms ind am- 
munition from them, and had likewife de- 
prived many of the officers of their fide 
arms. Early the next morning, while the 
troops 
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troops were preparing to march, the Gene- 
ral received a melTagc from the Nabob, de- 
firing to fee 'him. Captains Eames and 
Lendrum, and Mr. Stewart the Commif- 
ffary ; he accordingly waited on the Nabob, 
accompanied by thofe gentlemen, and took 
feveral of the officers fervants along with 
him, in hopes of recovering thofe articles,, 
of which they had been plundered by the 
enemy rfie preceding day; foon after their 
departure, a good bazzar arrived in camp, 
together with people to carry away the 
doolies, out of which they threw the lick 
and wounded in the moft inhuman manner, 
feizing thofe who had lately fuffered ampu- 
tation by the ftumps, and left them in that 
horrid anddreadful Situation on the ground, 
expofed to the fun ; on being afked the 
caufe of fuch inhuman treatment, the 
barbarians replied, they had received orders 
. to make the doolies two feet longer. 

The troops had waited with the greateft 
impatience for the General's return, till five 
o'clock in the evening, when intelligence 
was received, that Brigadier-General Ma- 
jhews, with the other gentlemen, were im- 
M. 3 mediately 
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mediately upon their arrival at the Durbaf^ 
without being admitted into the Nabob's 
prefence, made clofe prifoners. At ten 
o'clock at night we were alarmed by the 
arrival of an additional force of the encmyj 
when the guards turned outf and pofted 
double centinels all round us ; their delign^ 
we plainly difcovertd, though they endea- 
voured to lull our fufpicions with the pre- 
text» that thofe guards which had been £ril 
pofted over us, were a part of Mahomed 
Ally's troops, who were going to be re- 
lieved, in order to be fent to Mangulore* 
The next morning we difcovered the ene- 
my had fpies in every part of our camp, 
and emiflaries employed to entice our troops 
to enter into the Nabob's fcrvice. A mef- 
fage was received from the Nabob to know 
what nxmiber of tents were vranted, at the 
fame time infcwming us, we were to re- 
main there fome days. The tents wc re- 
fufed, but a letter figned by all the officers 
was written to the Nabob, requiring him 
immediately to fulhll the terms of capitula- 
laon J vvhich letter -wzs ient him by Ma- 
jor Fewtrill of the Bombay eftabliflunent, 
(who 
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(who was ordered into Beddanore widli 
Captain Alfton, Commanding Officer of 
his Majefty's troops, and Lieutenant Young, 
MaijOT of Brigade to the Bombay troops) 
but no anfwer was received to this letter. 
Early the next morning, the ifl of May, a 
report prevailed^ that the troops were to be 
plundered of their pro^rtyj which wc 
foon found to be too true, for at ten o'clock 
tiie buzzar was taken away, the guards 
ordered under arms, and all the European 
officers fent for immediately to the fpot of 
ground from whence the buzzar had beei^ 
taken* where we were one by one plunder- 
ed by the enemy, in the moA fcandalous 
manner^ of our horfes* palenqueens, money, 
{}ktc, valuables, 6cc* and, in fliort, of every 
article, except our bedding and cloaths, 
fearching us moft minutely in every part, 
without the leaft regard to decency* The 
European foldierSj black officers, and fe- 
poys, with their wives and children, as 
alfo the camp followers, were fearched iind 
plundered in ths £une indecent and inia- 
mous manner j and at four o'clock in the 
afternoon were marched under a ftrong 
M 4 guard 
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guard to Beddanore, the fick and wounded • 
being left to pcrifli on the ground. Shortly 
after, the European' officers, with their fer- 
vants, were conduced to Beddanore, where 
we werfe clofely confined in the barracks for- 
merly occupied by a battalion of our own 
fepoys ; and, from the time the villus 
began to plunder us, we had nothing to eat 
of any kind till twelve o'clock the next day, 
at which time they brought and delivered to 
each perfon, one pice and a feer of the 
. coarfeft rice, which they informed us was 
to be the daily allowance of officers and fer- 
vants indifcriminately. On the 5th of the 
fame month, all our fervants, except one to , 
each officer, were taken away. On the 6th 
the fubaltern officers belonging to Annanta- 
pore, were, brought prifoners to the bar- 
racks, who informed us of their having feen 
the officers of Coolidroog, and the garrifons 
of that place and Annantapore, in irons, and 
alfo that all the fine young lads of the 3d 
and 15th battalions of fepoys, were, by 
ordere of the Nabob, forcibly taken away, 
in order to be made flaves of, and put into, 
his Cheelah battalions. 
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On tb 7th arrived Lieutenant Muirfon, of 
the 1 00th regiment, and Lieutenants Mac 
Kenzic and BamwcU, of the Bombay cfta- 
blifliment ; the two former taken at Cun- 
dapore, the latter at the commencement of 
the ficge, with Captain Gotlich, of die 
Bombay eftablilhment ; thefe gentlemen in- 
formed us they had been in irons for feme 
days. This day we wrote a letter (figned by 
all the officers, prefcnt) to Lieut. Colonel De 
Cofligne, commanding officer of the French 
troops, reprefentlngtohim, inafpiritcd man- 
ner, theNabob's baleviolation of the conditions 
on which B«ldanore furrendered, as alfo his 
ihameful cruel conduft towards the troops in 
general ; requefting (in the njune of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty and the Eaft-India Company) 
that he would ufc his utmoft endeavours with 
the Nabob, to perfuade him to adhere to the 
terms of capitulation, or (if he fiiiled in that 
point) that he would, at leaA obtain a miti- 
gation of our hard-hearted uiage ; we con^ 
trived to fend this letter by a French officer, 
who had been taken prifoner by us during 
■ the fiege, and had come to the barracks 
with a furgeon of that nation, to return the 
civilities 
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civilities he had receivoi frdm fotne of oiir 
officers during his coniiiiement ; we flats 
teted ourJelves with great hopes of redrcfs 
from this letter, particularly as the French 
officer afliired us» that Lieutenant Colonel 
Dc Coffigne was very well inclined to exert 
himfelf iri our caufe> and gave us his word 
of honor that he would immediately wait on 
the Colonel and deliver him our letter J but 
to our utter aftonifhment and mortification* 
we never received an anfwer from Lieutenant 
Colonel De Colhgne, nor ^d any other of 
the French officers come near us during our 
itay in the barracks^ or ofibr u£ the fmallefl 
telief in our diftreifed fituatioui The cha- 
grin we felt on this occafiou) helped not a 
little to increafe the indifpofition of many of _ 
the officers, who were daily felling fick of 
ftvcrs and fluxes^ which we only could at- 
tribute to our wretched foodj and the putrid 
ftcnch arifing from the necei&ry. The 
French furgeons would affijrd us no af- 
fiftance j our own furgeons had it not in 
their power, having been plundered of their 
inftruments and medicines at the time of 
the general feareh. The fame day Dr. Car- 
michaelj 
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thicbael, of the Bombay eftablifhmentj was 
fcnt for by the Nabob to vifit Brigadio^ 
Gcn^ial Mathews* whom -he found much 
indiipofedf and by whom he was informed^ 
that the Nabob was endeavouring to inti- 
midate him: into a furrender of all the forts 
in the low eountry, by threatning to bloW 
him away from a gun, in cafe of his non- 
GompliancCi In the evening, the Nabob was 
fo generous as to fend us a prcfent of thirty- 
five fmall fowls, and a few ialt fifh, to be 
divided among upwards of eighty officers* 
On the Bxh, in the morning* the Captains 
belonging to the garrifons of Coolidroog and 
Annantpore, together with Captain Gotlich, 
who was t^en prifoner at the commence-* 
ment of the liege, were brought under a 
firong guard to the barracks^ and were! 
Ihortty after removed (with the reft of the 
Captains, Mr. Giffisrd, furgeon's mate of' 
the looth regiment. Lieutenants Bamwelt 
and Oliviar, of the Bombay eftabliihment, 
and Mr. Chick, Deputy Commiflary) to » 
feparate place of confinement. 

On the 9th we were ordered to prepare ta 

march, and were informed we fhould not bd 

allowed 
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allowed coolies to carry our baggage ; we, 
therefore, packed up as nnich linnen as we 
could well carry ourfelves, and giving our 
bedding to our fervants, wc all went into the 
ftreer, (except Captain Pyne and Enfign Je- 
nour, of the i02d regiment, with Captain 
Faccjr, Lieutenants WiUiamfon, Lea and 
Baird, of the Bombay dbtblilhmente, who 
were in a too defpcrate fituation from their 
wounds to be removed) where wc were firft 
ftrippcd of our coats, and then chained two 
and two by the hands; after which, we 
were a fecond time fearched and plundered : 
wc were then fecurcd in another houfe till 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, when 
we were led through crouds of people in this 
ignominious manner (more like criminals 
going to the place t)f execution, than Britilb 
officers made prifoners, contrary to the rules 
of war) to the enemy's camp, a fhort diftance 
beyond the Dclly Gate, where we heard we 
were to be confined in a ftrong fort, called 
Ghettledroog. The enemy, at the time we 
were leaving the barracks, gave us ail in- 
Aancc of the treatment we might in future 
expert to receive, on their behaviour to 
Lieut. 
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Lieut. Alexander McDonald, of the Bombay 
eftablilhment, who was fo exceedingly UI 
that he could fcarcely iland : he therefore 
requeued permiilion to remain behind with 
the wounded officers, which they obftinately 
refufed, beating and dragging him out by 
the heels ; but, to the honor of the French^ 
we were informed, their treatment of Lieu^ 
tenant Lambert, of the Bombay eftablii}^ 
ment, whom they^ had taken dangeroidfy 
wounded at the commencement of the fieg^ 
was full of tendernefs and humanity fo pe- 
culiar to that nation. 

On the I oth in the morning,, as we were 
moving oiF the ground, each officer received 
three pice for that day's fubfiftencej we 
marched about fifteen miles, and found the 
apprehenlions of yefterday fiiUy juftified by 
this day's ufage on the road ; fcvcral of the 
officers who were ill, and much fetigued by 
the intenfe heat of the fun and the want of 
water, attempting to reft themfelves under 
a tree, were beat in a moft unmerciful man- 
ner by the enemy, with fwords and fticks, 
while others were driven on with the huts of 
the ^relocks, fpit upon, and abufed in the 
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9 town pr village, fijur or five werq advanced 
in ircMi^ with, homs and tom-tonis, that the 
inhabitants might, by their di&cn-dant miiitt*, 
lie a^mbl^ together to gaze at us as wc 
|w0ed through, Wc proceeded on in this 
ini&rafale condition, each day bringing on a 
xenefwa] of our Tunings, till our aniyal at 
-SImoga, (a fort fifuated on the banks of a 
(ivcr, fixty miles eaftward of B«idanore) our 
allowance having been increafed to one fanam 
each per day, and coolies fumifhed to cariy 
our bedding and cloaths, wHbenever the com*. 
^landing oiiicer pf the effort thought proper 
to procure them, As we were to halt here 
ooe day, we fondly expeSed fomc little in- ■ 
dulgencies, efpecially for thofe gentlemen 
ivho were HI ; byt our inhuman enemy, as 
if delighted with every fr^fli opportunity of 
^gmenting our affii^ons, when entreated 
to ai&rd ^me aififtance to Lieutenant Fire- 
WOTker Weft, of (he Bombay cftablifliment, 
and Serjeant Dobhitis, of the i02d regi- 
ment, who had been ftruck with the fun, 
owing to our long and fevcre marches, ab- 
fohitely refuied it, &ying, they were cmly 
drunk. 
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drunk, and fccmcd ft} exult \n their mifey, 
iilthough ?he Qne was quite (peechlefs, and 
the other raviiig mad ( nor were they fatif. 
fied with this, but even extended tl^ir fcrutilb 
infults tp the lifelefs body of Lieut, Waugh, 
pf the Bombay eftabliihment, whofe .dea& 
was evidently haftened by the injuries he had 
received upon the road, On the 14th, we 
had the misfortune to Jofe Lieut. Clements^ 
of the Bombay eflabhCbment, whoj on hi^ 
^eparturp from Beddanore, was in perfe^ 
health, but on the laft day's march received 
a fcvere ftroke of the fun, of wl^ich he diet) 
chained tq Enfign Gilkie, of the iamp cftaT 
bliniment, who remained ii^ that di&gree- 
able fitu&tion feveral hours. Zn the evening 
Lieut. Sutton, of the Bonnbay eftablifiunent, 
was fcizcd with the cramp, and fpalms in 
his ftomach, and, by his violent contor- 
^ns, gave geeat pains to Lieut. Reddie^ 
who wag hand-cuffixl to him, and in great 
danger of having his arm. broke, and who, 
^r unriyetting thi; iron, though he had 
pcrmifiion from one of the cfcort fo to do, 
was immediately taken to a tree, and threat-r 
ncd to he hanged, for which purpofe ropes 
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were prepared, and the Jemidar informed 
us he had received orders from the Nabob 
to hang every perfonwho fhould even at- 
tempt to free himfelf from his fetters j but, 
on a fubmiflive reprefentation of the bu- 
finefs, Lieut. Reddie was fo far indulged, 
as to efcape cmly with a few lathes ;' we 
again made application for affiftance to Lieu- 
tenant Sutton, to which we received the fol- 
lowing fanguinary reply, mingled with a 
large (hare of Eaftern abufe : '* Let him die, 
and when be is d^d, we'll drag him out of 
the camp by his heels ;" however, by the 
merciful hands of Providence, he recovered 
in a few hours. About ten o'clock at night, 
came on a moil violent thunder ilorm, which 
lailed fcHne hours, and having no kind of 
fhelter from the rain, we all fuifered exceed- 
ingly, particularly the fick, whofe diforders 
were much increafed by it ; feme of the 
gentlemen who were troubled with fevere 
fluxes and agues, being much affcfled by 
the rain and raw cold wind, went to feme 
fires made by the guard aftw the ftorm had 
ceafed, in order to warm themfelves, but 
were given foon to underfbnd, tfiat it was 
too 
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loo great an indulgence for Britifli officers to 
enjoy, being inftantly drove away from the 
fires by the enemy with the buts of their 
firelocks. We left this place on the morn- 
ing of the 15th, and, after a ihort march, 
arrived at Holly Onvor, (a fort fitiiated on 
- the ealt bank of a rapid river) and for the 
firft time fince we began our march brought . 
under cover. As Enfign Cadogan, of the 
Bombay eftablilhment, was exceedingly ill, 
and coming into the fort, endeavouring to 
fliift his pofture in the quilt in which he was 
carried, he received a blow on the head from 
one of the coolies, and di<?d a ihort time af- 
terwards, when he was ftripped of every 
article, and in that naked condition thrown 
into a hole by the fide of the river, without 
fuffering us to pay our laft duty to the corpfe. 
As we approached the deftined place of con- 
finement, our efcort began to relax a little 
in their feverity, and (fupplying bullocks to 
fome of the fick to ride on, for the ufe of 
which we gave part of the few cloaths we 
had with us) by flow rriarches we arrived* 
on the 2 1 ft of May, I783, at Chettledroog, 
a ftrong and almoft impenetrable fortrefs, 
N irregularly 
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irregularly built, on the end of a ridge of 
Tiills, fifing in a flat country, 128 miles 
eaftward of Beddanore. Here we were led 
in triumph to a ftreet leading to the Durbar, 
where we were detained, furrounded by 
crouds of people, till four o'clock in the 
afternoon, at which hour all the iervants 
(except one to every five officers) were taken 
away ; they then feparated us into two par- 
ties, and marched us up through ten very 
ftrong gatevrays to the top of one of the 
liigheft hills, and there clofcly confined ue 
in two feparatc houfes ; and, after having 
a third time fearched and plundered us, our 
hand-cuffs were knocked off, and irons put 
on our legs. Late in the evening (having 
had nothing to eat the whole day) they 
brought us rice, with wood and water to 
drefs It, and next morning we were or- 
dered to deliver up all our knives and papers, 
but were permitted to keep a few books, 
which fome of the officers bad brought with . 
them; they then furnifhed us with an hand- 
miH for the purpofe of grinding ricQ, which 
afterwards became our chief employment : - 
about ten o'clock a Brahmin came up, and 
delivered 
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delivered to each perfon one feer of the 
coarfeil rice and two pice, with wood fuffi- 
cient to cook our vidhials, which he told 
U8 was to be our daily allowance : our Tei*- 
vants were only allowed each one pice per 
day J we were alfo furniflied with a buzzar, 
, pretty well fupplied with every article, ex- 
cept butchers meat. We wercj at this 
time, confined entirely to the houfe, but 
informed that a neceflary was building in 
the outer yard, to which, when finifhed, 
we fhould be permitted to go. On tlic 29th 
the neceflary being compleated, two gentle- 
men at a time were permitted to go to it. 
On the 4th of June we fent our compli- 
ments to Dowlat Bhauee, the Jemmidar 
of the province, acquainting him it was o'dt 
King's birth-day, and, on that account, re- 
quefting we might he allowed fome meat j 
in confequence of this application, out of 
his great generofity, he ordered a fmall lean 
flieep to be fent up, for which we paid a 
mcrft- exorbitant price, and Which was of 
but little fervice to us, who were forty in 
number. On the 8th, the wood which had 
been daily ferved out to us, was ftopped* 
N 3. nof 
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nor would the enemy fupply us with more 
till we confented to pay for it, which addi- 
tional expence deprived us of half our paltry 
daily allowance. On application being made 
for medicines for the fick, we were in- 
formed that the ftrideft orders had been if- 
fued out not to fupply us with any, that 
we had not come there to live, and that the 
Nabob would be happy to hear we were all 
dead. Thofe gentlemen who were ill, ap- 
peared, from this circumftance, to defpond 
exceedingly, feeing no profpeft of recovery . 
except what nature might work : thus un- 
happily lituated, we ufed every means to 
procure fome medicines,, but all in vain, for 
the fentrles to whom we applied, told us, 
they would willingly bring us fome, pro- 
vided they could do it with fafety, but that 
were they difcovered, they would forfeit 
their ears and nofcs. On the 13th, three 
women, who were confined with us, were 
decoyed out by a report of fome fine fait fifh 
being in the buzzar ; on their going out, 
the doors of our prifon were immediately 
ihut, and foon after we were alarmed with 
horrid ihrieks and cries of murder, and could 
plainly 
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plainly hear the women call upon us for, 
affiilance, but as it was totally out of our 
power to afford them any, we could only 
deplore their fituatlon in anxious fufpence, 
not knowing what might be their fate; 
however, an hour had not elapfed before our 
apprehenfions were agreeably rehevcd by their 
fafe return, when they informed us, they 
had been very roughly handled and narrowly 
fearched, and that a few pagodas which they 
had contrived to conceal, taken from them. 
On the 1 5th, we were deprived of the buz- 
zar, nothing being brought for fale but four 
milk, ialt chellies, tamarinds, and tobacco. 
About midnight, Serjeant Dobbens, of the 
load regiment, who had been ill of a fever 
ibme days, departed this life; and, when 
the doors of the prifon were opened in the 
morning, we made the * Wurdy WoUah ' 
acquainted with the circumilance, and re- 
quefted the corpfe might be immediately 
taken away, and decently interred, for, we 
feared the putrid ftench that arofc from it 
might occafion fome infeftious diilemperj 
but, inftead of complying with our requeft, 
N 3 he 

• The man who counted us twice a day. 
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Tie told u8 we muft dig a grave in the prifon, 
find btiry him there ; we then represented to 
him the ciFcnfive inconveniency of fuch a, 
meafure, as Ukewife the impoffibiUty of 
doing it, having no tools for the purpofe j 
to which he replied, *' dig it with your 
najis j" however, after many humble in-? 
treaties, we at laft gained our point, and the 
funeral fervice having been read, the corpfe 
was tied up in a mat, and carried out of the 
prifon by our own fervants, after which the 
enemy .tied a rope about the neck and took 
itaway, On the 20th, they deprived us of 
our four milk, fo that we had nothing then 
td fubfift on but rice alone, without any 
other vehicle than water to -carry it down. 
Uncertain how this diet might agree with 
us, andieveral of th^^ officers being fickand 
deftitute of medicine, ^r fituation became 
vsretched, and our profpe^ dreadful, from 
^ belief that die worft was yet to come ; and 
their taking away a few onions (which one 
of the gentlemen had referved from the time 
of Qur being deprived of the buzzars) juft as 
they were going to be boiled, ferved to con- 
firm pur fufpicions. Our licceflaiy began, 
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at this time> to be veiy oifenlive, for thofe 
gentlemen who were ill wcte unable to go 
to the oatfide one, nor were any of us fuf- 
(tixd to go to it from fun-fet to fun-rife; 
for, during that time, the doors were fail 
locked. Our cook-room, as well as the 
neccflary, was in the prifon, we therefore 
laboured under another dilagreeable incon- 
venience, from being in a continual fmoke 
the greateft part of the day, while immenie 
fwarms of rats, bugs, fleas, and other kinds 
of vennin, conftantly difturbed our iiightly 
reft. The daily infults we received from our 
cruel, tyrannical enemy, joined to the reft 
of our treatment, when compared with our 
fbrmer fituations in life, at times deprefled 
our fpirits, and hurt our feelings fo much, 
that words cannot do juftice to our fufler- 
ings J but, on refle<Sion, recoUedting we. 
were Britons, and how (hameful it was t<y 
yield to gloomy defpair, we refumed our 
ufual gaiety of mind, determined, by the 
help of Providence, to furmount every diffi- 
culty, in hopes of future revenge. On the 
29th died Lieut. William Paterfon, of the 
1 02d regiment j when the enemy came iri 
N 4 before 
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before his body was cold, and, vulturc-lHcc, 
feized upon the few remaining diings be- 
longing to him, threatning to puniih with 
rigour thofe gentlemen who fliould attempt' 
to conceal any part of them j after permit- 
ting us to read the funeral fcrvice, the corpfc 
was removed. 

We now became exceedingly anxious to 
learn the fituatioq of at^irs, and puntflually 
Jiftened every night to the coinvcrfiition of 
the guard, from whom we hoped to gather 
fome intelligence, and were not dilappointed, 
for we were frequently gratified with the 

^ moft flattering and plaufible accounts of our 
fuccefs againft the Nabob, which accounts 

- ■ were fometimes cojifirmed, and at other 
times contradiifted, by the fentries, with 
whom we had frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing j we queflioned them concerning . 
our Europeans and fepoys who were confined 
in the fort, and they told us, that the 
former were treated in the fame manner as 
ourielvcs, but that the latter, with our fer- 
yantP, were only allowed pne feer of rauggy 
(which is the wprft grain in the country),- 
ind one pice each, per day ; that they werq 
cmplojfedj, 
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employed, during the day, to work as coo- 
Jies, carrying ftones, mud, and chunam, 
for ereaingand repairing the enemy's works j 
^nd, that in the evening, after thiey had fur- 
jiifh^ their labour, they were confined in 
prifon with imns upon their legs, and their 
hands tied behind them -, they further in- 
formwl us, that our fepoys had been fre- 
quently diked to ento- into the enemy's ier- 
:vice, and threatned to be hanged in cafe 
they rcfuied to do fo, being told, at the 
fame time, that all the European otHcers 
had taken fecvice, but that oar fepoys dii^ 
r^rded their threats, and told them, with 
a iirm refolution, that not a man of them 
would , enter dieir fervice, that they would 
fooner die working as coolies, and that they 
well knew none of the European officers 
}iad taken, or , would take fervicc ; this 
pleafing news of the fortitude and Bdeli^ 
of our brave fepoys, who were labouring 
under fuch cruel . hardfhips, gave us the 
ytmofl fatisfedlion, and confiderably light- 
ened the burden of our own fufferings. 

On the 3d of July, Dodor Carmichacl of 

th^ Bombay eAablifhment, had his irons 

taken 
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taken off, and was conducted below to vifit 
Dowlat Bhauecj who had been &ken fud* 
denly ill. The Doctor returned in the 
evening, and informed us, that after having 

■ prefcribed for the Jcmmidah, he gave him 
9 nioA excellent dinner, and made him an 
oiFer of remaining below, which he de- 
clined; Dowlat Bhauee alfo promifed the 
po<flor, that he ihould not again be pat in 
irons, which was invariably adhered to. 
On the 1 1 th of this month died Lieutenant 
Auchenlick, of the Bombay eftabliflimcnt, 
who had long been ill of a flux-; and 
though frequent applications were made for 
his irons to be taken oS, our hard-hearted 

- enemy would not confent to it ; but about 
an hour before his death, th^ brought up 
a blackfmith, and ,though ftrongly folicited 
not to diilurb him in his laft moments, 
they pofitivdy infifted on knocking off his 
irons, which they effected with great pain 
to the poor dying man. On the yth of 
Auguft, having been told by the fcntries^ 
that a Mahratta army, with a detachment of 
EngUfh troops, were approaching to Chet- 
tledroog, our fpirits were much elated. 
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^ wc could not avoid giving fome credit fo 
the report, from the circumftance of the 
principal men belonging to the government 
ojming ap, and enquiring whether any of 
us tmderftood the natufe of mortars, or to 
cut fuzees, of which we all difclaimed 
having any knowledge ; they then called ' 
out five officers, to whom th^ oifered con- 
fiderable commands in the Nabob's fervice, 
as alio to the reft of us, provided we would 
enter, but their offers, were of courfe, re- 
jeded with difdain. On the 27th our daily 
allowance was augmented to three pice 
each, and we were informed, that a cefla- 
tion of arms had taken place between the 
Eaft-lndia Company and Tippoo Sultan 
Nabob Bahaud^r ; that peace was a<fhially 
on foot, and that the Buriah * Mire would 
be fent by Dowlat Bhauee, to acquaint us 
witfi it i we waited impatiently for a con- 
firmation of this joyful news, till five 
o'clock in the evening, when the Buriah 
Mire made his appearance, and acquainted 
us in a very formal manner, that peace was 
concluding between the aforefaid bellige- 
rent 

•ATownCUrk. ." /•■ ^, 
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rent powers; that in the mean time, wc 
fhould have a buzzar, and requefted to 
know all our wants. We were deluded 
into a firm, belief of this intelligence for five 
liays, but on the ift (rf September were mi- 
deceived, by the buzzar being taken away, . 
and the additional pice ftruck offj upon 
making enquiry into the caufe of the fud- 
den change, we were told, that the Buriah 
Mire would fatisfy us on that head ; but as 
he did not at that time pay us another vifit, 
we concluded it was only a pretext, calcu- 
lated to ferve fome particular purpofe. On 
the 5th of Oiftober, our daily allowance 
was again augmented to three pice each, and 
the following day a buzzar was fent to us, 
in which was ghee, dholl, Ougar wheat 
flower, muflaulaoe, tobacco, limes, and 
vegetables. On the 20th the Buriah Mirc,'^ 
a fecond time made his appearance, and we 
were in great expectation of receiving fome 
agreeable intelligence ; but his errand was 
only to enquire whether any of us under- 
ftood the method of making mufket flints, 
paper, or black led pencils, offering great 
rewards 
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rewards to any perfon who could inftrmS 
him in thofearts. 

On the 5th of November, we hid the 
misfortune to lofe Dr. Carmjchael, of the 

. Bombay eftablifhment, who had been ill a 
confiderable time, and whofe death was 
much lamented by every gentleman in pri-v 
fon. Though we found the weather in ge- 
neral milder than on the fea coaft, and the 
monlbons not near fo violent, yet oyr pri- 
fon was not proof againft the rain, which 
came in through moft parts of the roof, 
and occafioned a dampnefs, ■ that brought on ■ 

■ a flow fever, of which a number of us were 
at this time ill. On the 4th of December, 
our fervaiits, as they went to draw water, 
for the firft time, had an opportunity of 
fpeaklng to thofe attending upon the gen- 
tlemen in the other prifon, from whom wc 
had the fatisfadlion to hear, that they all 
enjoyed good health, and had only loft, dur-- 
ing their confinement, Enfign Bateman of 
the Bombay eftablifliment, Mr. Brown, 
Quarter- Mailer of the looth regiment, 
and a private foldier of the 98th regiment. 
At different periods we experienced various 
kinds 
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kinds of treatment, fometimcs meeting 
with lefs feverity than at others ; we had 
an inftance of their lenity on Chriftmas- 
Day, when the biizzar man was direifted 
to bring for iale abundance of fruit, fwect- 
meats, and vegetables, together with fome 
iheep, two of which were purchafed by 
fome of the gentlemen, who had, faved 
money out of their daily allowance for that 
purpofe. On the 3d of January, 1784, 
died much regretted. Lieutenant Drew, of 
the Bombay eftablilhment, after a painful 
lingering illnefs. Having the curiofity to 
inquire how they.difpofed of the bodies of 
the deceafed, we were aflured by different 
people, that they were thrown over a preci- 
pice into an abyfs, there to he devoured by 
the tygers and vultures. On the loth, 
butchers meat was allowed to be brought 
iato the buzzar, and fold in fmall quanti- 
.ties, in common with other articles. Our 
treatment was now much better than here- 
tofore ; we wanted for nothing that we 
could, with our fmall allowance, afford to 
purchafe, and as many as chofe, were per- 
mittee^ to go to the outer yard, from fun- 
riie 



jvGoogic 



'/^'h y D E R ALLY.. 207 

riie to fun-ibt ; from this great alteration in 
the behaviour of the enemy, as alfo fronj 
the repeated alTurances, that peace was con- 
cluding, we were led to believe, that the 
happy day would foon arrive, when we 
ihould be freed from our fhackles, and once 
more enjoy the liberty of Britons. On the 
loth of February died. Lieutenant Hugh 
Moore, of the 98th regiment, who, fomc ' 
days before his death, had been indulged 
with a room to himfelf, in an houfe in the 
outer yard, which, after his deceafe, we were 
permitted to occupy during the day. We 
were now pofitively ^iTured, that peace was 
concluded, and that all the prifoners would 
be releafed in a few days, which happy pe- 
riod we anxioufly waited forj but having 
been fo often-^deceived, we much fufpedsd 
the truth of this intelligence, notwithftand- 
ing the indulgent behaviour of the enemy i 
however, on the 23d of March, all our 
doubts were cleared up, for early in the 
morning, the Wardy WoUah brought up 
feveral blackfmiths, and inltwinoi us* that 
he had received orders fr^B Dowiat 
Bhauee to knock off^Xl q\\r i^Qm, ^4 ^^ ^^' 
quaint 



3.n.iized by Google 



2o8 r a R h ip E Of 

quaint us that peace was c6ncluded, and 
that wc were to be releafed in a day or two. 
The emotions we felt on receiving this joy- 
ful and moft welcome news, joined to the 
pleafing fenlatibn of having our legs at li- 
berty, no pen can defcribe j for a while, 
nothing but rejoicings and congratulations 
were heard re-echoing from every part of 
the prifon. After we were freed from our 
fetters, we remained two days to get the 
proper u(e of our limbs, and on the 25th 
in the morning, we bid adieu to our jail, 
and were conducted to an open fpace of 
ground juft without the prifon, where we 
had not waited long, ere we at a diftance 
difcovered our brother officers, who had 
been feparated from us on our arrival at 
Chettledroog, and fuch was our eagernefs 
to meet, that the fixed bayonets of the 
guards could not prevent our running feve- 
ral yards to embrace each other ; this was a 
period of biifs, of which the firft monarch 
in the world might juftly have -envied us j 
we were fo drowned in joy, that for a while 
wc forgot we were ftill in the hands of the 
enemy j but were Ibcm recovered from our 
trance. 



3.n.iized by Google 



' 7^ ^ tt Y' D E R A L L Y. 109 
trance, by recdving orders to proceed be- 
,Iov(r, >yhich we gladly ob^cd, and about 
ten o'clock arrived at the Kutchery,* where , 
we had the inexprdlible pleafure of meet- 
ii}g wi^ MelTrs. Gordon and Bruntoi^ 
(twp Lieutenants of the Madras eftabliilv* 
ment, who had been taken prifoners ibooe 
years before) and of f^ing many others of 
oar fellow fuf^rers, both Europeans and 
fepoys, but were not permitted to converfe 
with the latter. Our fervants, who were 
taken from us on our arrival at Chettle- 
droogt were delivered over to us* from whom 
gulhed teu-s of joy, at fight of their mat- 
ters. We had not Icmg been there> when 
a. veiy unpIeaTing fight was prefented to our 
view i which was nothing lefs than feveral 
baikets of handcuff^, for the purpofe of 
again linking, us two and two; but on 
making a forcible reprelentatioh to Dowlat 
Bhauee, and on figning a paper, wherein 
we gave our paroles of honor for our good 
behaviour, and bound ourlelves anfwerable 
for diat of the troops, he relinquifhed his 
iatention of making us fufier that horrid, 
O ignominious 

* Tht place where all public bafiDeri ii iranfafto]. 
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ignominious punilhment ; but wt were not 
Jo fuccdsful in o^r ftrenucms application in 
behalf of our brave faithful fpldicrs; for th^, 
poor fellows-, wert obliged to endure that 
Cruel treatment. Having been told by our 
fcrvants, thatfeveral of our flave boys had 
been taken out of the prifon in which they 
were all confined togethcTj and carried 
away, on the 20th of this month, we de- 
manded them to be given up to us^ but met 
with no other ^tisfadion, than being told 
they were all deail. 

As mofi of the officers and men were 
nearly naked, and all of us in want of 
(hoes, Wc made an application for a fum of 
money to be advanced us on the Honorable 
Company's account, and were informed 
by Dowlat BhaUee, thjit a buckihy would 
be ferit with us, who would fupply us, with 
cveiy thing we could wifh for. Having 
been detained in the Kutchery till four 
o'clock in the afternoon, we all marched 
at that time to the burying ground, about 
a mile and a half diftant from the fort^ A% 
foon as we halted> ,we all aflembled to^ 
gethcr, and related to each other our fuf- 
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fwings ; and, on comparing notes, found- 
that the officers who Imi been feparated 
from us, were ufed in evtfry refpedl in the 
fame manRer as ourfelves. Meffrs. Gordon 
and Brunton had formejly been confined at 
Scriogapatam^ where they were treated to- 
lerably well, and for the firft fix months 
were not in irons j about . twen^ months 
before our arrival at Chettledroog, they 
we're ranovcd (with fevcral European fol- 
diers taken with Colonel Bailley) to that 
fort,- where they were at firft treated re- 
markably well, having meat and liquor 
daily ferved out to therii, exclufive of thar 
allowance of rice and pice, and were bc- 
fides fuppUed with a plentiful buzzar. The 
capture of the Beddanorecaufed fome alter- 
ation in their treatment for the worfe ; but 
notlung very material took place, till thofe 
gentlemen were deteifted in a corrcfpondence 
with Lord Macartney, (Governor of Ma- 
dras) and in cndeavouiing to fend a letter to 
us. In confequcncc of this difcovcry, th«y 
were confined by thcmfelv« in a very finall 
dark . rooin» the door oi which was only 
fufiered to remain open one hour in the day j 
O 2 irons 
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irons were put on their hands as well as oft 
their legs j they wer? £e4 on the fwecpings 
of the *rauggy ftore^houfe, being only 
allowed one fecr of that grain each per day, 
were deprived of the buzzar, and in every 
refped treated with the utmoft rigour, f&t 
fome months, till the ceflation of arms 
took place, at which time their irons were 
taken off, the doors of the prifon kept 
open all day, and ever after ufed in ihfi 
fame manner as we were. We learned 
from our fervants, that what ^e hedrd from 
the guard in the beginning of July, regard- 
ing our Europeans and fepoys, was ftriftly 
true. 

On the 26th, having received no allow- 
ance of rice or pice for the preceding day, 
we afked for fome viftuals, and fome hours 
after, a feor of rice, and one pice was der 
livered to each perfon j we were amazed at, 
and did not know how to account for' the 
redudlion of our. pittance; for as peace was 
concluded, we naturally imagined our al- 
lowance would rather have Been augmented 
than curtailed j but on making enquiry mta 

-* The woitt kind of grjuD, Kkmbliag muftard-feed/ 
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^ caii&, Vfcrp told that the Comnufiionens 
pf Madras, enjploycd in qegociatiag the 
treaty f h^d ilipulated no kind of. proyifion 
for us } aad. that the Nabob had fent orders 
- ^o fumilh us with juft as much as would 
iceep us fixan Aaiying, and no more. In 
^e evening wc received imtelligemcc from 
a fepoy, who had formerly been in the 
English lervice, that Dqwlat Bhauee had 
kept fifteen of dur drummers and Haves, 
pnfined them in aij Jiqufe clolc to where 
he lived } alfo, that the Jemmidar had 
(letained ten European ibldiers, and twenty- 
jhrec fepoys^ whom he 'fcparately confined 
in difierent part^ of the ibrt, and had given 
put that th^ were dead, This day and the 
27th, feveral parties of our European folr 
diers and fepoys, from, various parts of the 
pouatry, joined us.^ and as fopn as they 
pould get an opportunity, many of them 
Jfaewed their gratitude and genciofity, by 
jfcnding fevcj^l of u« .a little money, which 
they had contrived tP fave when thty were 
firft takfio. AsjfevHld officers obtaioftj per- 
miffion to vifit their .men, we learned that, 
the Europeans had bee» better ufcd dja* 
■ - O 3 wc 
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we were, except at one place, i^ere having 
only a leer of rauggy, and one pice to fub- 
fift on, th«y gave fort of that allosrance 
for pieces of dried flieep ikin, which be- 
ing their ufual food, fluxed them fo much, 
that out of 230, only 113 furvived ; and 
the enemy were ib rigid, as not ^ea to al- 
loW Uiem to vifoih thdr hands and &ces, or 
comb th^r hair, for the fpace of four 
months. Our fepoys were equally opprcf- 
led in every prifon, all of them having been 
employed as coolies, canying mud, ftones, 
&c. the whole time of their confinement, 
with no o^o" allowance than one feer of 
rauggy, and one pice each, and having been 
daly puniHied with ftripes, and threatned 
to be hanged for refu£ng to enter into the 
Nabob's i^ice ; Uiis hard u&ge cauied 
numbers of them to die. One circumftance, 
of which we were made acquainted byfome 
of the European ibidiers, fo much redoundf 
to the honor of the fepoys, that it cannot 
pafs unnoticed. In fbme of the prifbns 
where the Europeans and fepoys were con- 
fined together, the latter iaved mon^ out of 
their daily allowance, and purchafed meat 
for 
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for the former, at the feme time telling 
them, tlwt they well knew the cuftoms of 
Europeans, and that they cixild not do 
withput iti ajfo when on the march, thqr 
would npt fuger them to carry their knap- 
fecks, but the fepoys took them, ^nd car^ 
Fied them themfelvesj telling the Eufopean?( 
. that they were hctter able to bear the heat 
of the fun tlun they were,- the clinate 
t>eing natural to them. 

Oh the 28th, dooUes having been pror 
vided for the fick, w? ^qmipi^fred our 
march (gqarded by an efcort of 60 cavalry, q 
Vjd 500 infentry, under the command of A.<. /X.,/iu 
'M eer Buck fliy) for Oofcottah '(a fort lying ^ 

16 miles eaftward of B^ngalpre, and 69 
miles diilant frpm the pa(s M^to tiie Car- 
patic) ; whereas DQw^at ^hauee informe4 
US, all the prifoncrs were to be colliwaed, 
and where we ihould meet fomc erf" our own 
g^tlemen ^nt frpm M^dra^i proYided with 
money, and every pthe^- article, requifite for. 
our receptipn. T^e ijoplie^ were only four 
feet long, and in every reiped fo bad and 
incommodious, that no perfpn who coulc^ 
ppfljbly crawl, would accept of one. Prior ' 

O 4 tQ . 
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to our quitting (he burying ground, we ob- 
tained a promifc to march at what time we 
chofe, but that promife was not adhered to, 
for we feldom or ever decamped befcM-e fun- 
rife. During the' march, and after wq 
halted, the guards were very particular in 
keeping the fcveral parties feparate^ but the 
Buckfhy was fo good as to allow many of 
^the Europeans to take off their irons.' We 
had made but few marches, before we found 
that rice alone had not fufficient fuftenance 
in it to fupport ds under the fatigue of con- 
ftant marching in the fun ; we therefore 
piade a propofal to the buzzar man, to fupply 
us with the mere neceflaries of life out of his 
Ihop, at the rate of four pagodas for one, to 
be paid him on our arrival at Oofcottah, to 
which, after much entreaty, he feemingly, 
with reliitftance, conlented, but he exatfted 
fech an exorbitant price for every article, that 
we did not receive more than the value of 
* half a rupee for every four pagodas j how- 
ever, that was a: matter of veiy little coiifi- 
deration, when put in competition with the 
prefervation of our lives. Nothing further 
mat^ial opened till our arrival at Seerah-. 
^ , ■ guney, 

ti.jfi Y-.-h' ^ ^~'"^ ^ ■••■■ <■-■-/ 
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guney, ontheSAofA^l, when the&icki 
fliy informed us, he cxpeaed one of the 
Commiffioncrs would overtake us that night, 
ps he had heard he was very near •, and the 
next mcMTiing, . before the rear was oiF die 
ground, Mr. Sadlier (a Cdunfellor at JVU- 
dras, and one of the Commiffioners) and 
Enfign Tromblong, of that eilabliihmenl^ 
overtook us ; the iight of theie gentlemen, 
piadc our hearts leap with joy ; for nothing 
could be more agreeable to us, at that tim^ 
than meeting with fome of our own country- 
men : tfaofe gentlemen who were in the 
rear were very cordiajly received by Mr. 
Tromblong, but Mr. Sadlier'j behaviour 
was not quite fo plcaiing ; that gentleman, 
when requefted by one of our officers, to 
life his endeavour with the Buckfhy to get 
all Ac men taken out of irons, replied, 
^' the £tuation the troops were then in, was 
|he heft and ftcureft method of marching 
them ;" anpther officer rcprefentod tp Mr, 
Sadlier the many diftrefl« of the officers and 
nien, and particularly mentioned their being 
bare-footed, a^ alfo the neceffity we were 
reduced to, of purpbafing the mere necefr 
iaries 
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&rie5 of life from the buzzar nun at iuch, 
an exorbitant inter^ft j in anfwcr to which, 
Mr. Sadlier told him, he could give us no 
affiibuice, and afked him, how we intended 
to difcharge the buzzar debt i then imme- 
diately turning to another officer, with the 
- cocdcft indifference, afkod him what coi^s 
he bfdonged to. The gentleman, who ad- 
dreffed Mr. Sadlier, was fo thunder-ftruck at 
theie words, and his behaviour, that he 
could make him no anfwer, but took his 
leave in filent aftonifhment. 

This extraordinary bdiaviour of Mr.Sad-r 
lier's, hurt our feelings more fenfibly than 
any thing we had -hitherto experienced ; 
fuch treatment from the enemy might have 
be^Q expelled, but to receive it froat on^ of 
our own countrymen, and from the firft 
perfon too who was ^-witnefs of our dif- 
treis, was cruel beyond meafure. ' Had this 
gentleman's humanity been as oninent as 
his want of it, ^r misfortunes might» by 
his means, have been alleviated in fome de^ . 
gree.^'^After a fliort flay, Mr. Sadlier and 
Enfign Tromblong proceeded on their way 
to. Bengalore, the former gentlen;ian leaving 
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us a prdfentof fix littles and ahalf of vxUt 
rious forts of liquors, which our fituatiom 
would not allow us to refufe, as wc con-^ 
eluded it mig^t be of fcryicc to Sovps of 
thofe gentlemen who were iick. 

On the 1 2th. having Ic^, by death, only 
two Europeans, wo arrived at Oolcottafa, 
where we found Lieutenant Dallas, of thft 
Madras cavalry, with a detachment of that 
corps, and two companies of fcpcgrs, ^ 
pointed by the CommiiBoners to receive the 
prilbners; this gentleman's behaviour was 
widely diiferent from Mr, Sadlier'si the 
contrail was a very plealing one, for Mr, 
Dallas came tp us in the evening, (accom- 
paniai by Lieutenant M'AlliAer, and Cor- 
net Lennard, of the Madras cavalry] and 
with the moft friendly good nature, oHere4 
us every kind of afliflgncp in h^ pow^r. 

On the 1 3th arrived another party pf pri- 
fbne^, whom the Cpnuuiffioners had col- 
lected on their march from Mangalprcv. 
vi^en a fecond happy meeting enfued j and, 
in the evening, we all joined Lieutenant 
Dalla^, and w«e delivered over in charge ta 
@eem 
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Beem Row, a. firahmio, vdiom^the Nalx^ 
bad af^inted to condud the. prifonerG from 
Oofcottah to the Camatic, it having Been 
agreed by the treaty, that all the Britifh pri- 
soners Ihould be delivoed up at Vellore. We 
flow aijoyeda greater fcope (rf liberty thai^ 
we had ever done fince we were captuced, 
being allqwed to range over the whole camp ; 
M«i' Beem Row was £) good as to take all 
iSm troops out of itpns^ diough he had 
^ers from the Nabob to the contrary ; we 
jilfb lived in perfeft luxury, compared to our 
Jate mode- of ex-ifting-; for Mr. Dallas fur- 
liifhed us .tents, and daijy fupplied us with 
meat dnd Jiqubrs, but itill he found it a 
difH<^ult matter- to pleaie every individus^ for 
-ibme gen tlemen were much difcontentedwith 
fiis behaviour, though he certainly uled all 
his exertions to give general fatisfii^oii. 
This day arrived from Bengalore, Mr. Sad* 
lier and Colonel Brathwaite, of the Madras 
eftabliihment, which latter gentleman had 
obtained permlflion from the Nabob to pro- 
ceed to Madras with Mr. Sadiier, before the 
ether prifoners ; they accordingly fet put &f 
the Garnatic the next morning, leaving a 
large 
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iarge quantity of the Compfui/s liquor^ 
and 2000 pagodas, which fum vns aftni- 
wards diftributedf relerving a part for the reft 
of the priibners, who were hourly expected ^ 
each officer received two pagodas> each &ilor 
one pagoda and a half, and each foldier one 
pagoda J the iepoys did not receive any till 
foine days ^ter, when they each Ihaccd mci 
rupee and xn half: each of the officers aiUb 
retelved one hat, a pair of ihocs, four pair 
of ftockings, and a fufficient quantity of 
broad cloth for one coat j thefe articles hav- 
ing b«n feiit up by the government of Mti 
dras. On the 15th arrived'the Madras prt^ 
foners from Seringapatam iuid fiengalbre^ 
who (having received fretpient fuppUcs of 
caih from Madras, and been better treated 
while in confinement than the officers taken 
at fieddanore) had it in dieir power to fuppfy 
us with feveral articles we ftood much in 
need .of> which many of them gladly did 
in the mc^ friendly manner, Iharing their 
cloatbs and money with us; 

All the prifoncrs . (in number about 1 80 

-officers, and 900 European fdldiers and 

£uiors, and 1,600 fepoys, beiides fome hai»« 

dreda 
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.dicds of lervants of d^erent occupations} 
were n«w met together* and, on recountihg 
toeach other our feveral misfortunes, the fol- 
lowing tntdligence was coUefted ■ viz. 

" That at Beddanore the officers left 
wounded there, w»e u&d much better dian 
at any other place, having been allowed to 
keep all their cloaths, doolies^ cots,^chairs, 
tables, knives, forks, &Ci were beiides in- . 
dulged widi the fire ufe of pen, ink, a^d 
paper J a certain part of the rampart, in- 
cluding two towers, were alfb allotted for 
them to range about in ; their ferv^ts wa« 
permitted' to gd to the buzzars to purcbafe 
whatever they chofe to fend for> but their 
daily allowance was only one feer of rice, 
and MIC iMce to each ; when they were reco- 
vered of their wounds (having been allowed 
a French furgeon to attend them) they were 
put in irons i that Enfign Manley, of the 
Bombay eftablifhment, who had been taken 
in a iaily at Mangalore, was fent to Bed- 
danore, and there confined in the iame pri- 
fon with ftnne lepoys, upon no odier al- 
lowimce than a feer of rauggy, and one pice 
per day i that th« officers who were fent to- 
Darwaur 
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DarWaur (a fort near Goa) were confiaed 
with the private men, upon the £ime al* 
Jowance as we were, but were afttrwards 
removed to Simoga,, where they were kept 
on a Iccr of rauggy and one pice j and their 
irons were fixed in fuch a manner, with a 
ftraight bar between their legs, that they 
'could neither contraiSt or expand themj 
that the officers confined at Seringapatam^ 
were allowed sach a golden £uiam per day, 
with which they were at Hbcrty to purchafe 
whatever they wanted -, that thole gentlemen 
who wwe confined at Bengalore, were daily 
allowed the lame, as ourfelvcs, but clan'- 
deftindy received frequent fupplies of cafh 
from Madras, with which they were per* 
nutted to purchase every article they wanted^ 
and latterly were allowed to vifit each other 
in their prifons ; that the private Europeans 
alfo received dii&rent treatment in the va^ 
rious parts of the jcountiy where they were 
imprifoncd, fome meeting .with tolerable 
nlage, while others were treated worfe than 
brutes i that the fepoys, as before-men- 
tioned, were equally ill-ufed in every prifon j 
that the Nabob had circumcifed Lieutenants 
Rutlidge, 
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Rutlidge^ Spee£iiian> and Clarke» of. the 
Madras eftablUhment^ with 200 Ei^fli 
£^kliers and iailors, againft their inclinations, 
and had» by force, detained them all in his 
fbrvice; and had likewife forcibly detained 
five midihipmcn of his Majdty's navyj 
every manj white or black, who was known 
JEo be an artificer : null of the drummers 
and fiferSj and feveral women and children: 
That the Nabob, actuated by a moft crudii 
inhuman difpofitioni had pdifoned the &K 
lowing Englifh officers j viz. 

" Brigadier General Mathews, at Serin-^ 
gapatam j Major Rumly, Capt. Fraler, and 
Lieuti Sampfon, of the Madras eftabliih* 
toent, at M^ore ; Msyor Fewtrill> Cap^r 
lains Eames, Lendrum, Jackfon, M'CuU 
loch, Richardlbn, Gotlich, and CUft } Lieu-^ 
tenanants Barnwell, Young, and Olivier i 
Meffi-s. Stewart and Check, all of the Bom-i 
bay eftablifhment : Capti Campbell, of the 
98th raiment. Captains Alfton smd Fiih^ 
knd EnfignGifford, of the looth regiment, 
at Coppuldroog. That the-hofrid mur- 
derer had aifo aflaiTinated Lieut. Mathews, 
of die Bengal eftablifluaent, (brother to Ge- 
neral 
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fieral Mathews) and Lieut. Wheldon, erf" 
the Bombay eftabliihment, at Beddanore j 
and had, moreover, fent direiSHons to mur- 
der all the Englifh officers whom, he had 
taken : .but hearing that the Commiflioners 
for negociating the treaty of peace had fct 
Out from Madras, he countermanded thofe 
bloody orders. 

" That four days before the officers were 
releafed from Beddanore, all the Comman- 
dants, Subahdaurs, add Jcmniidars, of the 
. Bombay eftabliflimont, whom the Nabob 
had taken prifoners, were, by his orders, 
removed from thence, and have never fincc 
been heard of j therefore, as he frequently^ 
threatned to put them to death for rcfufing 
to enter into his ferVice, it is reafonable to 
iuppofe he has murdered thofe fine fellows, 
even after the peace was concluded." 

In confirmation of this news, feveral of 
the officers, while in prifon, received letters 
from the three Lieutenants, and feveral others 
of thofe unfortuflate men who had been cir- 
cumcifed, making them acquainted with the 
Nabob's villainous eonduft j and the officers 
who were prifoners at SeriDgapWam, daily 
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&w theie poor fellows come on the parade 
in raoor-iAens" drefles, and drilled by the 
enemy i from them we likewile learned, 
that the two officers murdered at Beddanore, 
were taken out of that fort at ten o'clock at 
night, carried into the Jungle, and there 
cut to pieces ; of which the officers confined 
at Beddanore received the moft certain ac- 
counts the noct morning, when the cloaths 
(rf" thefe unfortunate vidUms were blought to 
them for fale. This condudl of the Nabob's, 
muft naturally imprefs every Britifh fubjela: 
with a fhocfcing idea of the man's favage 
craelty, and excite in their breafts fuch a 
fpirit of revenge, as it is to be hoped wiU 
not be eradicated till amply latisfied. 

On the 17th, Lieutenant Dallas dif- 
mounting his cavalry, and fupplying as 
many of the officers as he could with horfes, 
we began our march from Oofcott^ (efcort- 
ed by a fmall guard of the Nabob's) towards 
Vellore, at which place we arrived on the 
2-5th of .April, 1784, where Lieut. Dallas 
gave Beem Row a rcecipt for all the pri- 
foncrs the Nabob had ddivered up, and we 
Were once more aj liberty. to snjoy th*t free- 
■• — ' , ' dom 
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dom which is the inherent privilege of eveiy 
Briton. 

The Government of Bombay, it is to /* 
be hoped, on our return to chat iettlemeot, 
will coniider our loUcs and fufierings, and 
convince the world, that humanity h^s 
not totally forfaken the Eaft ; they will 
alfo, no doubt, pay the moft particular at- 
tention to the merits of their fepoys, by 
pfefenting each of them with fome diftin- 
guilhing mark of military honor, for having 
ihcwn fuch inftances of courage, refolu- 
tion, and fidelity, in their gallant beha- 
viour in the canipaign under the command 
of Brigadier-General Mathews, and dur- 
ing their imprifonment, when labouring 
under the moft cruel hardihips, which will 
perpetuate their fame, and ferve as an ex- 
ample and encouragement to the reft of 
their troops, to behave .in the Uke com- 
mendable manner, Ihould they ever be fo 
unfortunate as to be caught in a fnare of 
the lame kind. 

What has been advanced in fevour of the 
fepoys, is by no means with an intention to 
P 2 depreciate 
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depreciate the charafter of the Europear\ 
troops, whofe fervices have been full as 
confpicuous i but fuch behaviour is ex-, 
peflcd from the natives' of Britannia and 
Hiberriia, from their well-known national 
charaftcr, and cftabliflied reputation. 
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Bahawder — A military title fimilar to a, 

Knight. - 
Bazzar— A market. 
Bukfliec— A paymafter. 
Circarrs — Diilrids . 
Cofs-^A diftancc nearly equal to aa Englifh 

league, 
pivan— A council of the Nabob and his 

Minifters of State, 
poolies— A kind of cots, commonly car- 
ried on the heads of four men, 
for the cqnvejfanc? of lick or 
wounded people,'' 
Duan-— -A Prime Miniiler of State. 
Durbar — A Nabob's place of audience. 
Havildarr — A Serjeant. 
Jemmidar— A Lieutenant of fepoys j alfo 
the he^d man. Q^ a diftri*^: 
is often called by this title. 
KUladarr-^Commander of a fort, from 
^ killa a fort and darr, an officer. 

Lack — One hundred thouland. 
hoQty, or Looties— Freebooters, or plun- 
derers. 
■L^^U^KTr^ /it^ ' ,, Nabob 
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Nabob — Governor, or Prince of a coun- 

try. 
Naick — A corporal of fepoys. 
• Paddj^— 'The general name for rice, whilft 
green, or in its dry ftate before 
the hufks are beaten off. 
Pagodas — Gold coin of eight fiiillings each, 

currency. 

- Pagoda— General name of a Gentoo temple. 

Pettah — A fuburb, generally adjoining to a 

fort, and commonly walled in. 

Pice— ^Coin, nearly to the value of one 

penny each. 
Peons-^Irregulars, who arm themfelvcs after 

their own manner. 
Polligarrs — Generally armed with match- 
lock guns, or pikes. 
.Rupee-— A coin, about two shillings and 

three-pence value. 
Sepoys' — Black foldiers. 
Seer— ^A meafure, containing fomcwhat 

more than a pint. 
' Subah— Governor General, or Prince over 

otlicr Nabobs. 
Subidarr— Captain of Sepoys. 

Tank 
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. Tank— A large refervoir of water, co]le<n£d 
in order to water the rice fields. 
Tank — Alfo a bafon of water near a Gentoo 

temple, for the ufe of bathing. 
Topafles — Native black Chriftians, the re- 
mains of the antient Portu- 
guefe. 
Tope— A Grove. 
Vackeel— Ambaffador. 
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